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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barneti) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - TRAFFIC LIGHTS, BAROY STREET-OLD COAST ROAD
(BUNBURY HIGHWAY) INTERSECTION

Immnediate Installation Request
MR NICHOLLS (Mandurah) (2.02 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia, your humble petitioners showeth:

1 . The residents of Miami, Avalon, and Falcon are desperately concerned
about their safety at the intersection of Baroy St. and the Old Coast
Road. (Bunbury Highway.)

2. They have to cross a four lane highway to reach Chemist and Doctor.
3. There has already been one fatality, and pedestrian lights ame essential.

4. The highway is under construction. Costs will increase with every
passing day.

5. Therefore your petitioners request immediate intervention by the State
Government to have pedestrian lights installed now.

As in duty bound your Petitioners will ever pray.

The petition bears 851 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 93.]

PETIT ION - ABORIGINAL HERITAGE AMENDMENT HILL, ACTS
AMENDMENT (ABORIGINAL HERITAGE) BILL

Inadequate Consultation Concern
MR BRIDGE (Kimberley - Minister for Agriculture) [2.04 pmn]: I present the following
petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned residents of Western Australia, wish to express our concern that
the process of consultation on the "Aboriginal Heritage Amendment Hill (5th Draft)'
and the "Acts Amendment (Aboriginal Heritage) Bill 1992' was inadequate. We call
on the Western Australian Parliament not to consider these Bills until there has been a
minimum of six months available to interested panics to consider the implications of
the proposed amendments and have opportunity to make submissions if they so
desire.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray chat you will give this matter earnest
consideration.

The petition bears 157 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 94.]



PETITION - BOLD PARK, CITY OF PERTH GOLF COURSE
Stephenson Highway or Other Regional Roads Construction opposition

DR CONSTABLE (Floreat) [2.06 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of dhe
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request that neither the Stephenson Highway (Western Suburbs
Route) nor any other additional regional road be constructed through or immediately
adjacent to Bold Park or the City of Perth Golf Course and that existing moad reserves
pertaining to such a regional road be deleted.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 307 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 95.]

PETITION - SCHOOL BUSES
Fee Proposal Opposition

MR HOUSE (Stirling) [2.07 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned wish to object to the Minister for Education with regard to the
proposed fee to charge children travelling to school on school buses.
We regard the proposal as a removal of one of the fundamental rights of country
children and request you to prevent the introduction of this charge.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners in duty bound shall ever pray.

The petition bears 246 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 96.]

PETITION - DEEPWATER JETTY, ALBANY
Heritage Listing

MR WATT (Albany) [2.09 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned,

All of whom are residents of Albany, request that you consider the Deepwater
Jetty in Albany for heritage listing.
We feel that it is an important asset for tourism and has significant historical
value.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter your earnest
consideration.

The petition bears 733 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 97.]
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Mammography Screening Program Expansion

MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) [2.10 pmn]: I wish to make a statement to the
House about the expansion of the State Government's screening mammography program for
the early detection of breast cancer. Members will be aware that breast cancer is the most
life-threatening cancer in women. One in 14 women will develop it, and last year 200
Western Australian women died of the disease. Early detection greatly improves the chances
of successful treatment, and breast X-ray screening in women from 45 to 69 years old offers
the best chance we have of detecting early cancers. A committee of the National Health and
Medical Research Council is reviewing all data available worldwide to see if there is
evidence to show that it is worthwhile screening women from age 40; that is, whether deaths
from breast cancer are reduced by screening women in this age group. This report is due in
November.

In the past four years the Government has spent more than $6 million establishing screening
mammography services, and more than 40 000 screenings have been performed. The
Government is working towards providing a network of services to improve access to
mammography for women in all parts of the State, and this is steadily being implemented. I
am pleased to announce that a free screening service for women in the City of Stirling area
will begin operating by the end of the year. Shop premises in Chesterfield Road,
Mirrabooka, are being fitted out, and this year's Health budget provides for capital costs and
running costs totalling about $530 000 for the centre, which will also be used to train
radiographers; in mammography techniques. The target population is about 30 000 women
aged from 45 years in the area bounded by the suburbs of Waterman, Scarborough, Wembley
Downs, Leederville, Northbridge, Mt Lawley, Maylands, Bassendean, Eden Hill, Morley,
Noranda, Mirrabooka, Balga. Gwelup and Carine.

The Mirrabooka service will be the fifth in operation, following the first one in Cannington
and the mobile units serving the south west, great southern and north west regions of the
State. Next year it is planned for the great southern mobile unit to service areas of the central
wheatlt along the Great Eastern Highway from Northamn to Southern Cross and remaining
areas to the south between April and November. A goldfields service is planned to start in
1994. A new mobile unit is being commissioned to replace the present south west unit. This
new unit will have a processor an board to develop the X-ray film and so is more suitable for
use in country regions. The present south west mobile bus will then be brought to the
metropolitan region and located in the Whitford area. This will serve the northern suburbs
region from about March next year for the next 18 months to two years while a fixed unit is
being built in Joondalup. Planning is under way for a Fremantle mammography unit by
December 1993 and, following that, another three metropolitan units to cover Midland and
the hills area, Melville and Booragoon through to Cannington, and the suburbs from the city
centre to the coast as well as the South Perth area.

By the time complete coverage is achieved there will be seven metropolitan mammography
units and four mobile units. The capital cost of a Statewide service will be approximately
$1.6 million, with the annual maintenance cost rising from approximately $3.5 million this
financial year to approximately $7 million with full Statewide screening and assessment
services. I would like to assure the House that by 1995 all Western Australian women in the
target age group will have access to a free mammography service.

MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Unemployment, Record Level in Western Australia

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): Today, within the allotted time, I received a letter
from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate as a matter of public importance the
record level of unemployment in Western Australia.

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[At least five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, 30 minutes will be allowed for
speakers on my fight, 30 minutes for speakers on my left, and a further 10 minutes for those
who axe from time to time on both of those sides.
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MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [2.15 pm]: I move -

That this House deplores the record level of unemployment in Western Australia,
with the Australian Bureau of Statistics showing that 11.5 per cent of the work force,
or 98 900 people, are unemployed, and condemns -

(a) the Government -

(i) for its failure to provide the necessary approvals for major resource
developments;

(ii) for its failure to provide a State Budget that has any strategy for
reducing unemployment;

(iii) for its failure to address the high levels of Government debt;
(iv) for its failure to provide a State Budget that has any adequate forecast

on employment trends or sets any target for reducing unemployment;
and

(b) the Premier for her failure to accept responsibility for this serious employment
crisis.

The unemployment figures announced last week were a tragic reminder to us all of the very
deep recession presently being experienced in this State and throughout Australia. I agree
that one cannot merely look at one month's unemployment statistics in isolation, and it is
important that, when analysing this problem, we look at the trends that have become evident
over several months. For example, the figures for the last 18 months show that
unemployment in this State has been over 10 per cent for those 18 months. In other words,
we have not gone into a recession, then seen the recession bottom out, and then come out of
it. In the last three years we have seen the economy go into recession and unemployment
rise, and unemployment has stayed at those high levels.
We have heard the Premier giving us assurances that our economy will again start to head in
the right direction, but unfortunately these high unemployment levels will continue, and at
present we have 17 people for every job being made available in this State. Our concern -
and we have been saying this for a long time - is that this unemployment situation has been
avoidable. First of all, Mr Keating, then the Federal Treasurer, said we were having a
recession that we did not need to have. Members opposite can laugh about it.
Dr Lawrence: I amn laughing at your misquoting.
Mr COURT: Is the Premier referring to my reference to Mr Keating as saying that this is a
recession we did not need to have?
Mr Pearce: He also said that this is the recession Australia had to have.
Mr COURT: I apologise, and I am glad the Leader of the House has quoted Mr Keating
correctly.
The unemployment crisis in this State is avoidable. We have been saying for some years that
the delays that have been taking place with many major projects.-
Dr Lawrence: What about all the other States? It is a national problem.
Mr COURT: This is the Premier who says that Western Australia and Queensland are the
two States leading this country out of recession. That should be the case -

Dr Lawrence: It is true. The Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry is
saying the same thing.
Mr COURT: - and there is no reason at all why this State should have the levels of
unemployment that it has. I referred to major projects. How long have we been arguing in
this House about Mlarandoo?
Dr Lawrence: Marandoo is still on schedule.
Mr COURT: Yes, Marandoo is still on schedule! Two years ago they wanted the initial
approvals, but the project was held up for 15 months by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.
Dr Lawrence: I will tell you about the history of Marandoo. There was a nasty squabble
between a former Premier and a resource developer.
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Mr COURT: It is a deal between this Premier's Government and CRA Exploration Pty Ltd;
and all of a sudden Charlie Court becomes involved in the deal!
It would be a funny day if he did not get involved in one of the debates in this place. Can the
Premier explain away Kambalda? Can she explain why the company has postponed that
major investment in the nickel industry?
Dr Lawrence: I will tell you about Kambalda too.
Mr COURT: It was because the Australian Workers Union said to the Government's people
that they should not agree with the mines regulations changes, and as a result nothing has
happened. Tell us about the new power station!
Dr Lawrence: Tell us about all the projects you oppose, and with no policies of your own.
You take no action at all.
Mr COURT: I will refer to that in a minute. The Minister for Heritage, who seems to be
having more of a run than the Deputy Premier, made a statement yesterday that the
Opposition was delaying projects. He mentioned the brewery. How long has the
Government been fiddling around with that project, and with the Pant Kennedy project? It is
six or seven years. It is said that the delays are because we come to Parliament and say we
would like changes in the commercial agreement, which the developers agree to. The
Minister tried to indicate that in his statement. Even the Speaker is laughing about that. The
Beenup project should have been off the ground three years ago.
Dr Lawrence: Guerilla tactics!
Mr COURT: We cannot be blamed for that. We wanted the power route to go in another
direction. The Geraldton industrial site was also mentioned. I was in Geraldton the other
day and I asked where was the Government's industrial site. They could not agree where it
would be.
Mr Cowan: It is north or south of the town!
Mr COURT: Yes. The Government also talks about the National Rail Corporation. What
will that do for employment in this State? Another item on the list of projects that the
Government claims we have delayed is the Fremantle Harbour project. C.Y. O'Connor built
that some time ago.
I will give a specific example of a small loss of employment in this State. I refer now to
ticketing machines. Do members recall that debate in Parliament the other day? We were
told that the contracts have not been let; that there is no agreement on that matter. It is
interesting; therefore, that the Transperth magazine rramspeople of July-August states -

The fine-tuning of the new Wayfarer system will begin next month on 20 buses at
Trigg depot, which have already been fitted with the new system.

That is, they are already supplying the system, even though we have been told that no
contracts have been let. Today I received a letter from the company that missed out on the
contract. That local company had to lay off 20 people as a result.
Dr Lawrence: Are you sure that they laid off 20 people? You are rnot saying that they cannot
employ additional people?
Mr COURT: No, I am saying that the company laid off 20 people, and four of those people
come from the electorate of the Minister for Transport. I assume the member for Morley
also received a copy of the letter from the company. The letter explains that the company
has just completed supplying the order from the New South Wales Government, which
bought the local equipment. The company must wait some time before it can crank up to
supply contracts in Scandinavia. The letter explains point by point the total untruths of
Government members, the Premier and her Ministers, when talking about these contracts.
The letter talks about the local content, but the Government is trying to give the impression
that 70 per cent is imported. The letter outlines how 50 per cent is imported; that is, part of
the component which no-one makes in this State.
Dr Lawrence: The company that won the contract will be employing people as well.
Mr COURT: The Premier can argue all she likes but on the day she launched her "Buy
Western Australian" campaign she was also prepared to use an imported product. As
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reported to me today, that company has had to lay off 20 people, four of whom are in the
electorate of the Minister for Transport, and some in the electorate of the member for
Morley, where contractors are using same of die components for that equipment.
Mr Lewis: The comment was that they are doing all right anyway.
Mr COURT: Yes. The letter spells out the deception of the Government. One could say this
affects only 20 people, but it is typical of the Government's approach to support for local
industry.
Dr Lawrence: Twenty people matter but what about the projects you are holding up? They
affect hundreds of people.
Mr COURT: In this State, 100 000 people are out of work.
Dr Lawrence: What about the brewery?
Mr COURT: One hundred thousand people represents 16 suburbs of Perth; that is, 100 000
unemployed people in this State as a consequence of the Government's not being prepared to
give approvals for major projects. Many companies want to invest more than $1 billion but
the Government and the Premier sit back and hold up these approvals. The Government has
taken a very cosmetic approach. It has tried to solve the problem by introducing more
training schemes; but the young people finishing those training schemes still cannot get jobs.
Then the Government introduced some short term schemes. That has not worked. Now the
Premier is saying that she is personally very popular; that unemployment is a major issue, so
she will try to merge the two. That will not solve the unemployment situation. The Premier
and her Ministers must be prepared to make decisions that will provide real jobs.
For 10 years in this Parliament we have been promised steel mills, paper mills, aluminium
smelters, and petrochemical plants. More recently, we have been promised power stations.
The Government has had a decade to deliver, yet it has not been able to deliver one major
new resource project in this State. We have had a decade of Labor Governments; it has been
a decade of decay and decline.
MR SHAVE (Melville) [2.26 pm]: Last week the chickens came home to roost for the
Government. For months the Premier and her colleagues have accused the Opposition of
running down the economy; that we have tried to talk the economy down.
Dr Lawrence: It is another attempt today.
Mr SHAVE: We have been trying to make the Premier aware of the effect of the
Government's policies on unemployment in this State. So bad a judge is the Premier that last
week, 12 days before the unemployment figures were released, she carried out a reshuffle of
her Cabinet. She sacked the Minister for Employment and took over that portfolio because
she was tipping that the unemployment figures would drop. She thought she would take a
punt. I would not back her at the races for anything. The Premier was seen cuddling babies
and wearing plastic helmets in factories. She thought that by taking over she would solve the
problem. The Premier has been in charge for two years, and she has been a catastrophe - in
the words of Government members. I will return to that in a moment.
I highlight now the comments made recently by the Premier. In The West Australian last
week an article by Paul Armstrong reads -

Premier and new Employment Minister Carmen Lawrence refused to take any blame
yesterday for the fact that her Government was presiding over record WA
unemployment.

Dr Lawrence: This is mischievous.
Mr SHAVE: Is the Premier saying that Paul Armstrong has misquoted her? Did he not write
it down? He stated that the Premier refused to take any blame for the fact that her
Government was presiding over record unemployment in Western Australia. These are the
wonst unemployment figures since the great Depression. Does the Premier deny that?
Dr Lawrence: Read the article carefully.
Mr SHAVE: I am reading it. The Premier wishes to blame someone else, and it is usually
the Opposition, Paul Keating, or the Minister for Employment - but not the Premier. The
Premier is in charge and it is about time that she started doing her job. The article
continues -
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Dr Lawrence dismissed questions about who was responsible for the rise in the state's
jobless rate from 10.8 per cent in July to 11.5 per cent last month.
She said she was not concerned about why the jobless figure had reached such a high
level or who was behind its rapid rise.

Dr Lawrence: That is not correct.
Mr SHAVE: The Premier says that the journalist is not telling the truth and he has
misquoted her. Let us see what a good judge the Premier is! On 9 August 1991, an article
by Paul Armstrong in The West Australian stated -

Economists warned yesterday that WA's unemployment rate - already the highest in
the nation - is set to soar to 12 per cent.

I have some concerns about economists -

Mr Pearce: You cannot understand them.
Mr SHAVE: The Leader of the House is quite right, sometimes I cannot understand them;
however, I know a little about employing people. The Leader of the House should listen to
my speech as he might learn something.
Mr Pearce: You know a bit about brown paper bags!
Mr SHA VE: The Leader of the House is a good judge of that. The article continues -

But Premier Carmen Lawrence said economic indicators showed a fall in
unemployment was likely before the end of this year.

That was the Premier's comment on 9 August 1991. When will the fall in the unemployment
rate occur? On 12 July 1991 an article in The West Australian read -

WA's jobless may be giving up all hope of finding work and withdrawing from the
workforce, according to unions and employer groups ...
Trades and Labor Council industrial officer Tony Cooke said the participation rate
was a key number in the unemployment figures.

It has taken the Premier until now to sack the former Minister for Employment and Training
and to take some responsibility. What did the former Minister say about the unemployment
situation? The article continues -

Employment and Training Minister Kay Hallahan said there were signals the
economy was picking up "despite the traditional end of financial year volatility in
employment figures".

Is that saying that the unemployment situation at that time was due to the volatility of the
market at the end of the year? Sooner or later members opposite must admit the truth; that is,
their policies are wrong! On 13 May 1991 an article in The Australian read -

By some incredible leap in logic, the Minister for Labour Relations, Ms Hallahan, has
blamed optimism about an economic recovery as the main reason behind the State's
soaring unemployment rate.

Dr Lawrence: Is this a speech?
Mr SHAVE: The Premier does not like to hear these things. She is good at the 15 second
grab on television, but not at recall. The article continues -

With further arithmetical jiggery-pokery, the Lawrence Government has added squid
ink to cloudy water by claiming Western Australia's unemployment rate is lower than
it seems, on a comparative basis with other States, because it has a higher percentage
of people eligible to work.

When the Premier makes her speech, maybe she can explain this to the House.
Let us consider the Premier's friend in the Federal sphere who was going to create so many
jobs with his $700 million package three weeks ago. On 15 May 1991, The Australian
Financial Review stated -

The Treasurer, Mr Keating, promised yesterday that the Federal Government's
biggest political handicap, the high rate of unemployment, would soon come down,
giving Labor a fighting chance at the next election.
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The article then indicates that Mr Keating told Parliament that the unemployment rate would
reduce faster this time than it did following the 1983 recession. The Labor Prime Minister
makes such claims, and we have a failed Premier in Western Australia who is in that position
by default because she rolled one of her colleagues.
Several members inteijected.
Mr SHAVE: The Premier has made many statements about employment during her two
years as leader of this State. However, every prediction she has made has been incorrect!
The problem is that this Government is responsible for the unemployment tragedy. In 1990,
when the Lawrence Government was formed, unemployment was 7.4 per cent. This figure
rose rapidly and during the past IS months it has been constantly above 10 per cent. We do
not want the Premier to tell the Press that she is not responsible; the public want her to start
implementing policies to create jobs. She has not done that in her two years in office; it is
about time she did!
On 15 February 1991, The West Australian contained the following article -

Employment and Training Minister Kay H-allahan said the higher WA figures
reflected the lay-off of temporary staff in the retail sector after the Christmas rush, a
traditionally quiet time in the building industry and an influx of school leavers into
the labour market.

We have had media statement after media statement outlining the problem and bow this
Government would fix it. However, nothing is being fixed. On 12 April 1991 The West
Australian outlined the business sector's view on the problem as follows -

CWAI executive director Lyndon Rowe said this Government hadn't put enough
emphasis on development.

The Opposition has been saying that for the past four years. The article further read -

WA Employment and Training Minister Kay Hallahan said the Government was
doing everything it could to arrest rising unemployment.

Members of the Government do not support their Premier. What did Mr Troy say to the
Press on 30 August 1992? The Sunday Times carried the following article -

Carmen Lawrence has the worst economic record of any of the last three WA
premiers, former Labor government minister Gavan Troy said yesterday.

That is the Premier's own man. What did she say to him?
Dr Lawrence: Nothing.
Mr SHAVE; Nothing! She could not say anything, could she? He was telling the truth.
This Premier is the wonst this State has ever had. She is worse than Dowding and Burke,
because at least they could make decisions, albeit some of which were not too good! Let us
further consider what Mr Troy said.
Mr Pearce: You are a bit of a supporter, are you.
Mr SHAVE: It is lucky that the Premier has motor mouth here to protect her.
The article further reads -

"She is astute in a 15-second grab on television but her economic record is terrible,"
Mr Troy said.

...Mr Troy attacked the WA Government yesterday for lack of foresight on the
unemployment crisis.

...Mr Troy said Dr Lawrence had seized no job initiatives and everything was
wrongly directed.

The Premier's own people know that she is a failure, yet she sits back and says that it is not
her fault. What did Mr Julian Grill say on the subject? He is one of the better economic
thinkers opposite.
Mr Court: The Premier does not agree with you on that.
Mr SHAVE: I doubt it. Julian Grill has a business background. Lawrence was a research
psychologist; Taylor was a public servant; Pearce was a school teacher, and is a motor
mouth; Wilson was a clergyman; Beggs was a wife and mother; Bridge was a pastoralist and
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businessman - which is a little better, Hill was a political party official, whatever that may
be; Henderson was a secondary school teacher- Smith was a barrister and solicitor, so he has
a little going for him; Gallop was a university lecturer -

The SPEAKER: Order! It has been a long established tradition in this place that we do not
use people's names. The proper way to refer to members is by their electorates or portfolios,
not by their surnames.
Mr SHAVE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. What did Julian Grill say -
Several members interjected.
Dr Lawrence: It is the member for Eyre!
Mr SHAVE: I am sorry; a transcript of the Channel 9 news of 21 August regarding the
member for Eyre states -

Off camera Julian Grill launched a broad fight at the Premier saying she's looking at
the polls rather than creating jobs. That is not all. Mr Grill says he wouldn't give the
Premier any credence saying she will go back on her word on uranium just like she
did on the paper mill issue.

That is what members of the business community think. They have no faith in the
Government. An article in The West Auralian of 28 July headed "Business says red tape
still a killer" stated -

The State Government had abandoned its commitment to remove red tape that was
strangling businesses and consumers, a Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA
executive said yesterday.
Chamber deputy executive director Ross McLean said Government MPs did not seem
to have their hearts in the process of removing regulations which were a big barrier to
productivity in WA.

Mr Ripper: Next clipping!
Mr SHAVE: I have dozens of them and they are all interesting to read because they show
Government members for what they are. This Government has no idea how to create jobs; it
is in limbo. The business sector in Western Australia is making no effort to generate
business because it has no trust in this Government, or in its industrial relations policies. The
Government has failed the work force of Western Australia. It has bungled the economy and
every development it has ever touched. It is a 15 second TV grab Government and next
February it will be gone.
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [2.41 pm]: We have heard to date the Leader
of the Opposition's giving us a potted version of what he said last week while adding nothing
new and the member for Melville summarising Press clippings - selectively quoted in almost
every case - nonetheless, the media is entitled to its criticisms. I would expect from members
of this House something approximating some thoughts of their own. I can give members
some contrary Press clippings and views in the community, and will do a little of that in the
course of my speech. I want to seriously address the unemployment problem. I do not
believe that a single member of this House is not greatly concerned about the level of
unemployment, and to that extent I am in agreement with the Opposition. While the
Opposition's complaints about unemployment are valid, the remedies that it proposes are
either non-existent - which they are in most cases - or absolutely crazy. I propose, among
other things, to draw attention to the Opposition's lack of ideas, which is well noted by the
business community. Unlike the member for Melville, I amt well aware of the ideas that the
business community has about the Opposition. It does not see the Opposition as an
alternative Government or as a party with a direction.
Mr Court: Good try.
Several Opposition members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: It is quite correct. The business community is not endorsing the
Opposition's policies. It is not standing behind the Opposition. It is quite clearly indicating
that it does not believe the Opposition has the necessary savvy. Take, for example, the
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Opposition's position on the State Government Insurance Office; the business community
could not believe irs ears, and made its view very clear. I could use other examples, and will
in the course of today's address. The Opposition has made it its business to be an
Opposition - in everything. What characterises the Opposition, and particularly its leader, is
whingeing, whining, walling and carping; rarely do we get a positive suggestion and when
we do it is crazy.
Mr Court: I know, develop the Pilbara.
Dr LAWRENCE: Certainly, develop the Pilbara. Wbat will the Opposition do to develop
the Pilbara? How will that development employ all the people in Western Australia who
need jobs? I will get to some of the figuring of the Leader of the Opposition later. Let us
talk about some of the so-called delays to major resource development projects; let us put the
record straight on this for a change. We have had this debate many times in this place.
Marandoo is on schedule for a start-up in late 1994, which was always the scheduled start-up
date. If the company chooses for commercial reasons not to go at that time, that is its
business, but it will have all the necessary approvals within a week or two and I understand
that those approvals will be on schedule. Let us go back to the history of Marandoo. Why
has the project been so controversial? It is because some far sighted past Premier put the
boundaries of the national park around a known iron ore reserve - slap bang in the middle of
a national park - and this Government had to excise the reserve from the park in order to get
the development up and running.
Mr Court: When did you excise it?
Dr LAWRENCE: As soon as it became necessary to do so from the point of view of the
company. This Government excised that land to enable the mine to be exploited. The
Government did not stick it in the middle of a national park, but it had to take it out. This
Government had to pass special legislation because the controversy had become difficult.
The environmental approvals are almost complete, and I believe will be completed to the
satisfaction of the company.
Let us look at some of the other proposals against which the Opposition has been quite
steadfastly standing in one way or another. The Beenyup mineral sands project has been
delayed at the developer's request because of mineral prices;, however, all the Government
clearances have been given. Members opposite have opposed that. We have had a no-go
policy from members opposite.
Mr Court: That is totally untrue.
Dr LAWRENCE: To any development other than resource projects - even some resource
projects - the Opposition says, "No, we cannot have that, that is not a mining project."
Members of the Opposition go off in all directions with a member popping up here opposing
this, and another member opposing something else.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: The comprehensive effect of that is an Opposition that consistently
opposes projects - except perhaps for some mineral projects - in the interests of often quite
narrow groups of constituents.
Let us look at Port Kennedy, which is a $200 million-plus project involving 800 jobs. It is
the subject of legislation which has gone to the upper House and it has disappeared into a
committee.
The SPEAKER: Yes.
Dr LAWRENCE: I am told that at least one member of the Opposition has said that he will
be quite happy to see the project's start up delayed until after the election, That is terrific!
That is thinking about the people of Western Australia. That is thinking political
convenience; that is the way members opposite operate.
The Caltex tanks expansion, about which the Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows, is a
$10 million project with scores of jobs. The project has been blown away completely
because of a charge led by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
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Several Opposition members interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: Ask the company.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I wish I were that powerful.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: The Beenyup mineral sands project, involving $150 million worth of
investment and 180 direct jobs and 200 construction jobs -

Several Opposition members interjected.
Mr Court: The Premier has not told us who opposed the Beenyup project.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: This has again been delayed at t developer's request, but is there any
support from the Opposition? No! Every obstacle one could throw up by way of local
agitation, fomenting discontent about that project, has been seen. A more recent example -

Mr Shave: Name one example.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: I am drawing to the attention of members opposite only a few of the
occasions when they have quite deliberately sought to frustrate, thwart and hold up projects
that were under way or attempting to get under way. What did we see from members
opposite with Edgell-Birds Eye in the potato growing region? We saw a most extraordinary
proposition. The Opposition would see that $9 million expansion project and some 100
permanent jobs lost. The company has copped a barrage of criticism from the member for
Warren.
Mr Omodei: Who set up the committee?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: The member for Warren quite clearly stands against his own party's
explicit policy of deregulation of marketing authorities. Is that the policy of members
opposite or not?
Mr Court: Who ensured that that factory remained open last year?
Dr LAWRENCE: It is the policy only when it does not affect a particular member's
constituency. Member's opposite get very roey, and when people in their own constituencies
start to shake a bit the Leader of the Opposition and individual members fall straight over;
they do not stand up to anyone. Immediately someone complains the Opposition says,
"Okay, we will do everything we can to stop it", and it does.
Mr Speaker, the list goes on: Hepburn Heights, the old Swan Brewery, the Murdoch remand
centre, the Gcraldton heavy industry site, the southern extension of the railway.
Mrs Edwaides interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! There are ways to interject and there are ways not to interject.
Several members are determined to interject in a way which, in my view - for whatever it is
worth - is not only unparliamentary but bad mannered. Largely, they seem to be those
members to whom the Premier listened in absolute silence.
Mr Kierath interjected.
The SPEAKER: I am talking about the member for Riverton and the member for Warren.
Mr Shave: Not me.
The SPEAKER: No, not the member for Melville. That was not the case, and I have not
singled him out. However, certainly the member for Riverton and the member for Warren
were listened to in absolute silence when they made their contributions. They should
reciprocate that courtesy.
Dr LAWRENCE: I was reciting what was a sorry litany from the Opposition. The
Opposition can point, as it frequently does, to the Marandoo and Kambalda projects but, on
the other side of the coin, the list of projects it is attempting to thwart is a very long one:
Hepburn Heights, the old Swan Brewery, the Murdoch Remand Centre, the Geraldton heavy
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industry site, the southern extension of the railway, the Wesrfi expansion, the northern
expansion of the railway, and the Fremantle land bridge Project. It also has a clear stated
policy of no financial support for the Compact Steel Pty Ltd proposal or Casuarina Prison.
Mr Court: You are making that up.
Dr LAWRENCE: Not at all. The Parliament's record and a scrutiny of the various clippings
in the office of the member for Melville will show that various Opposition members and the
Opposition as a whole have opposed those projects. In comparison, I will read a list of
projects which have been completed since I have been Premier -

PROJECTS COMPLETED 1990/91
Kalgoorlie Tailings Project Expansion (Gold)
Woodie Woodie Mine (Manganese)
Argyle Plant Upgrade (Rolls Crusher) (Diamonds)
Cooljarloo (Mineral Sands)
Kwinana Ammonia Storage Terminal
Kwinana Air Separation Plant
Kwinana Chior Alkali Plant
Eneabba West Mine
Narngulu Synthetic Rutile Plant Expansion
Cowle and Yammaderry Oil Fields (Crude Oil)
Plutonic (Gold)
Boddington Supergene Plant (Gold)
PROJECTS COMPLETED 1991192
Radio Hill Mine and Smelter (Nickel)
Tubridgi Gas (Natural Gas)
Marillana, Creek (Iron Ore)
Brockman #2 Denritals (Iron Ore)
Beharra Springs (Natural Gas)
MeCamey's Monster Project (Stage fl) (Iron Ore)
Damipier Salt Expansion (Salt)
Worsley Expansion (Alumina)
Kwinana Fused Alumina
Tiwest Pigment Plant
Mount McClure (Gold)
Yilgarn Star/Marvel Loch (Gold)
Marymia (Gold)
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS OF JUNE 1992
North West Shelf (LNG Phase III) (Goodwyn "A" Platform)
North West Shelf (LNG Phase 111) LNG Train #3)
ilISmelt Iron Ore Smelting R & D Facility
Wagerup Alumina Expansion
Nelson Point Loading Facility Upgrade
Harriet Gas Gathering Project

I officially opened the Harriet Gas Gathering project the other day. The list continues -

Feed Flexibility Oil Refining Project
Mesa J Iron Ore Project
Forrestania Nickel Project
Cargill (Leslie) Saitfield Expansion
Leinster Nickel Mine and Concentrator Expansion (Nickel)

And so on. To say that the Government has somehow sought to hold up various projects is a
most extraordinary proposition to be put by the Opposition. On the contrary, the
Government has placed so much importance on the imnplenmentation of projects that it has
established a special unit to pull together the necessary approvals of Government. That unit
is headed by Dr Russell Perry and is working extremely well.
The Opposition is trying to suggest that unemployment is restricted to Western Australia
alone; that somehow this State has single-handedly presided over unemployment levels

4594 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 15 September 1 992J 59

reflected nowhere else in the country. No-one believes that for one second. A serious
national problem exists and State Governments certainly must be active in doing everything
they can to improve the investment climate and employment. Thai is precisely what I have
done in successive Budgets. Second to Queensland, Western Australia has the lowest total
tax regime in Australia. That is not my figure; it is the figure from the Commonwealth
Grants Commission. As a result of Queensland's recent Budget and increases in tax, the next
figures will show that Western Australia is the lowest taxing State in the country.
I have spoken often with business leaders in this State who have said that keeping down costs
to business is one of the most important things a State Government can do. This
Government has certainly done that with thre successive Budgets. This year no new taxes
were imposed and land tax and payroll tax relief was provided. The Government inherited a
very high level of electricity tariffs from its predecessors and it has progressively applied
pressure for tariffs to decline. The full year impact of the tariff reforms - that is, for the time-
of-use tariffs - the reduction to commercial customers and a reduction in line charges to the
goldfields alone is worth $46 million in relief to the business sector. That is a very
substantial reduction in costs to business. I will contrast that with proposals put forward by
the Opposition in its Federal Fightback policy - and Fightback WA - which, as far as we
know, is still the favoured document of the Opposition, despite the criticisms by the National
Party that Fightback has not been sold very well. My conclusion is that it cannot be sold. It
is not something that thousands of Australians will buy; they see it for what it is. An
examination of the effects of Fightback on the business community indicates that they are not
very pretty. If I were a business leader I would certainly be having another look at it, as is
the Broken Hill Proprietary Co Ltd and the car manufacturers. The tourism operators also
complained recently.
Why is the housing construction industry complaining about the Opposition's proposals? It
is because they are very bad for business. Firstly, the goods and services tax will create an
immediate inflationary effect What effect will that have on demand for business products?
People will have less money in their pockets; businesses will have higher costs; demand will
decrease;, and retail sales and turnover will go down. The consequence of that will be further
unemployment.
Dr Hewson admits that Fightback will result, at least in the short term, in greater
unemployment. That is an example of how concerned are members opposite. Furthermnore,
90 per cent of Western Australian businesses which will not pay payroll tax - that is
supposed to be the trade-off - will incur very heavy compliance costs if the GST is
introuced. Those small businesses have made it clear to members opposite and to the
Government that they are not looking forward to that. More than that, specific facts are
known about the effects of GST on demand in the housing industry and in tourism. The
housing and construction industries do not like what they see in the Fightback package
because they know it will add to their costs. If houses are less affordable, what will be the
effect on demand? Fewer people will buy houses, the construction industry will falter and
that will create a further downturn in unemployment. That is the solution of the Opposition.
It is clear that industries like housing and tourism are not at all impressed with what they see
because they know that, rather than solving the unemployment problem, the OST will create
further difficulties for them. That is acknowledged by the Federal leader of the Opposition.
There is no point in members opposite trying to slip out from under that fact. The GST will
create a reduction in demand for those products and services, the result of which will be less
demand for the goods and services, and unemployment will worsen.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: The Opposition's solution to the problem in Western Australia will see
unemployment grow, not contract. Independent analysts have very clearly shown - taking
into consideration the whole package, which we understand has been swallowed hook line
and sinker by members opposite - that 70 per cent of households will be worse off. How?
They will have less money to spend which means fewer goods and services will be purchased
which will result in the availability of fewer jobs.
Several members interjected.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: I would like a little air time from members opposite. I draw attention to
one of the bravest statements made by the Leader of the Opposition - which is an indication
of the calculating he has been doing on its forward five year plan; its "Soviet" solution -

Several members interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: The Leader of the Opposition has promised us recently that he will
personally provide - he will somehow - 150 000 jobs by the end of the decade. That is not
nearly enough.
Mr Court interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: That is not correct either.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr LAWRENCE: An increase of 150 000 jobs will see unemployment grow from its present
rate to between 13 and 14 per cent. The Leader of the Opposition cannot even get his figures
right. To meet the demands of the Western Australian market, with its high participation rate
and young age profile, approximately 250 000 jobs are required, not 150 000 jobs, unless the
Opposition wants an unemployment rate of 13 or 14 per cent. Therefore, unless the Leader
of the Opposition is being absolutely hypocritical, he must admit that he got his figures
wrong.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The practice of shouting down people who are tryig to deliver
their contribution to the Parliament is becoming intolerable. It is not just one member
engaging in this practice, but a succession of members who seem to select one or two
members from the other side of the House. Whenever those members try to make their
contribution there is a constant harangue which moves from one member to the next. It is at
a volume which ensures that anyone who wants to listen to the debate does not get a chance.
It is unparliamentary and it must'stop.
Dr LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. If 150 000 jobs were created in the next decade,
it would still fall well short of the current levels of unemployment, let alone take up the slack
that would be generated by a growing economy. That would certainly not solve our
employment problems. If the Leader of the Opposition had cared to check, he would have
found that even with a downturn in the economy and the recession Western Australia has
experienced in the last 18 months to two years, Western Australia has had a growth of
194 000 jobs in less than a decade. The Opposition cannot expect to solve the nation's
unemployment problems by setting a target which falls well short of what is required for this
State.
What is required is a combination of what the Government is doing; that is, keeping taxes
and charges low, no GST, and none of the hyperbole such as that put forward by members
opposite about how the GST will solve the nation's economic problems; it will not. As
everybody who has read the Budget papers or listened to the Budget speech would be aware,
the Government injected significant additional capital into the capital works program in this
financial year because it recognised that the economy, in its depressed circumstances, needed
that support. A good proportion of those increased funds will go into housing and into
support for individuals to purchase housing from the private sector. From the expenditure
provided by the Government, 9 200 jobs in that sector alone, using the direct indices
available, will be generated. Some of those jobs are obviously already beginning to flow in
the housing sector. The balance of the capital works, together with the housing initiatives,
will employ directly and indirectly approximately 25 000 people. It would be a very unwise
person who attempted to indicate the effects of keeping taxes and charges low, and what
effect the spin-off from the housing construction industry would have on the private sector.
Individuals have done that from time to time, and they have fallen into the same sorts of
perilous traps as the Leader of the Opposition, and got it wrong.
Members, particularly on this side of the House, are aware that the Government has
committed itself to approximately $50 million worth of support to get industries up and
running. I have listened to the Leader of the Opposition talk about the need for investment
and employment in Western Australia. He always talks about resource projects. They are
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important, but if Western Australia's economy continues to rely on the resource and
agricultural sectors solely for its economic wealth and employment, every independent
economic commentator will point out chat that will not be sufficient for growth in our
community.
Mr Court: What about the electronics industry?
Dr LAWRENCE: What does the Leader of the Opposition propose to do about it? It is
simply a wish. The Government is contributing funds to directly assist companies which
wish to invest in Western Australia, and where it may otherwise be a marginal decision. The
Leader of the Opposition has made some capital out of the situation with ERG Electronics
Ltd, but as I pointed out last week, the Government has provided direct assistance to that
company so that it can expand its work force, not by 20 people, but by over 100 people in its
joint venture with Nokia Telecommunications in supplying goods and services to Optus
Communications, Last week I announced that $750 000 would be provided to Delta West
Ltd, a high tech pharnaceutical company in Western Australia, which is also expanding its
operations. I also indicated that a feasibility study would be undertaken by Kaiser
Engineering into direct reduction capacity in the Pibara using what will be cheaper gas, no
thanks to members opposite. That is a deliberate strategy by the Government, deliberate
competition in the gas industry and a deliberate attempt to ensure that all the players in that
area have an opportunity to contribute to downstream processing. What do members
opposite say about those sorts of assistance packages? What is their attitude towards them?
Opposition members are critical of them. They say that it should not be done. The
Opposition has no way of telling the Parliament how it will achieve the creation of 150 000
jobs. It simply says that it will speed up the approvals process; however, on the basis of the
Opposition's sensitivity to special interest and lobby groups, that cannot be true. Opposition
members already have a no-go policy, and they are only in Opposition. If members opposite
ever get into Government, Western Australia wifl be a very sorry State indeed.
Unlike some of the selective quoting undertaken by the member for Melville, it is quite clear
that in relation to debt and assistance to the private sector there are newspapers in this
country which have a very different view than that which he holds. Laura Tingle in The
Australian on 2 September 1992 wrote an article titled "Lawrence holds the line on debt",
which saw the position taken by the Government as totally responsible. The Australian
Financial Review contained an article titled "WA Budget gives private sector a helping
hand". Additionally, The Australian had an article titled "Lawrence Budget targets job
growth", and another headed "Sober, defensible Budget for WA". That is a bit of counter
quoting on my part.
It is quite clear that Western Australia does have a serious unemployment problem, and I had
hoped that members opposite would take the view, as I did when speaking to journalists on
the day of the Budget, and where the member for Melville selectively misreported me, that
whatever the reasons for the position Western Australia is in now, and whoever might be
ascribed blame for that - to what extent is it international, national or local - the key issue is
what must be done to improve Western Australia's position. That is, what we must all do to
ensure that Western Australia gets high levels of investment. What must be done, and what
the Government is doing, is keep costs to business as low as is consistent with delivery of
good service. The Government has delivered on that. The Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Western Australia recognises that, as does the business sector. The Government
has provided significant relief to that sector. Additionally, the Government has provided a
stimulus through the capital works program in this financial year and a mechanism for
ensuring that projects are accelerated through the strategic projects unit. The Government
has provided proper training for the people of Western Australia, particularly young people,
to ensure that they are ready and able to take up high skill employment. The Government
has also implemented an investment attraction program which is second to none in this
country. That program is bringing new industries to this State which add value to raw
materials and provide hope for the future. The Government and I will keep working at that,
and no amount of whingeing and whining from the Opposition will stop us.
Mr Court: What about the Deputy Premier?
Dr LAWRENCE: It does not matter that the Deputy Premier is not here. He is tailking to an
industry group this afternoon and facilitating investment in this State. It does not matter that
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members opposite seek to criticise me or the Government on this issue. That is the point I
made to The West Australian journalists. The Government is getting on with the job. It is
not sitting around talking about the OST and Fighrback and what effects they might have.
Members opposite might like to say that they are going to improve the employment situation
in this Stare, but they have not said one word today, or on any occasion that I have listened to
them, that gives anyone in this community hope that they would do more than look after the
rich and damn the rest.
MR McGJNTY (Fremantle - Minister for Housing) [3.09 pm]: If the Opposition in this
debate were serious about the question of dealing with the most pressing problem of creating
jobs and adding to the economic vitality of ibis State, quite frankly we would not be wasting
our time debating this motion. it is an unproductive exercise listening to members opposite
whingeing when the Government can put to the Opposition, as the Premier just did, a most
exemplary record of development in this State. The Opposition could be spending the
limited number of weeks remaining in this session debating one of the first four items on the
Notice Paper. We could be finalising the Budget so that money provided for capital works
and housing could be spent and jobs created. We could be debating legislation that will
create efficiency in our rail system because efficiency is at the heart of what we are talking
about these days. We could be dealing with the National Rail Corporation Agreement Hill.
We could be talking about the Iron Ore (Wittenoom) Agreement Amendment Bill or the Iron
Ore (Hamnersley Range) Agreement Amendment Bill, all of which are designed to get
projects under way. However, apparently that is not why we are here. Members opposite are
beating their gums and whingeing about matters so much that the people who listen to them
are becoming depressed. They should be creating confidence in the community and
encouraging people to move ahead. In contrast to the whingeing of members opposite, this
year's State Budget gave a great boost to employment prospects for Western Australians who
are the subject of this debate.
The Budget is a three pronged attack on unemployment, the first of which is a significant
increase in capital works which, as every member opposite knows, will lead immediately to
increased employment. There has been an increase of 32 per cent in the State's capital works
budget, an increase of approximately $367 million, to $1.5 billion. I am pleased, as Minister
for Housing, to say that this year there will be a dramatic increase in the money allocated to
housing in this State. The number of new housing starts will rise from 1 921 last year to
2 810 this year, a massive increase. Everyone should appreciate the immediate effect that
will have on employment in an industry which is probably the hardest hit by the recession,
the building and construction industry.
It is interesting to contrast that with Liberal Party policy on capital works and capital funding
for housing. Under the national Fightback program, capital works funds for Homeswcsr
programs and the like will be phased out in this State and throughout the nation in a short
time. There will then be a reliance on the public sector which will deprive this State of the
capacity to deal -

Mr Kierath interjected.
Mr McGTLNTY: It will not create any jobs. The Liberal Party's policy offers no hope for the
unemployed in the housing sector.
The second prong of the attack on unemployment by the Budget is small businesses. As the
Premier said, significant innovations have been designed to assist small businesses.
Mr Court: What is one of them?
iM McCINTY: An amount of $40 million will be put into business and industry support

schemes, investment incentives, export promotion, the attraction of key industries, assistance
to industries and the like.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) 13.14 pmI, It is interesting that, in rejecting the motion, the
Premier and the Minister for Housing have said that the 11.5 per cent unemployment figure
is a good record compared with what the goods and services tax will do to unemployment.
They said that that is the best that this State can do. It is appalling that that was the best
argument that the Premier and the Minister for Housing could put forward in answer to a
very substantial motion. All we hear was the GST. What is the Government doing to help
the 80 000 unemployed in this State to find jobs? There are 82 000 small businesses in this
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State. If each of chose small businesses employed one person, the vast majority of the
unemployed figure would vanish. What is the Government doing about thai?
We have now been told by Canberra that the superannuation guarantee levy is not in lieu of
wages and that it will increase to nine per cent over seven years. Mr Dawkins is reported to
have said that he hopes it will increase to 12 per cent in chat period. Therefore, an increase
of 12 per cent over seven years in the superannuation guarantee levy has been signalled to
business. The Government is also signalling to business a 2.5 per cent increase in wages.
On those two issues alone, the bottom line is chat, by the year 2000, costs for small business
will increase by 30 per cent. That will happen before other actions taken by ocher
Governments, either State or Federal. If I were a Western Australian businessman and I
knew chat my charges would increase by 30 per cent in the next seven years, I would begin
planning. However, it would leave me no room to employ anyone.
What other increases have businesses had to deal with? This Government increased third
party insurance premiums last year by 50 per cent. All businesses run vehicles, but small
business in particular relies on its vehicles. This Government also takes 69 a litre in fuel tax
to pay for a $275 million railway line to the northern suburbs which will run at a 90 per cent
loss. Who will pay for that? Is that not a signal to businesses? This Budget increased
payroll tax and this State has had record bankruptcies. Fewer businesses will be paying more
payroll tax in the future. Is that the sort of signal we should send to businesses and then tell
them to employ more people? This Budget has also signalled increases in land tax, which
will be paid by fewer businesses. Will that encourage these businesses to employ people?
Members opposite are proud of the fact that they sent this nation into recession before it had
to happen. Japan is now in a state of steep decline. We all know what that will do to the
natural resources of this State.
Mr Kobelke: Are you blaming the Australian Government for that also?
Mr TRENORDEN: Of course I do. If I had 30g, 1 would give it to the member so that he
could ring the Good Samaritans because I do not have to listen to him and I will not. The
Federal Government, the same party to which members opposite belong, put this nation into
recession four years before the rest of the world.
Mr Kobelke: Are you suggesting chat they did it to Japan also?
Mr TRiENORDEN: It amazes me how the mouths and the minds of some people do not
work together. The fact is that Japan has gone into recession and that is terrible news for us.
Do members opposite not think that businesses know that this is a very bad time to employ
people? The message is deplorable and this Government has done nothing to encourage
business to employ more people.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [3.19 pmj: One could not stand in this place today and not
deplore the record level of unemployment in Western Australia.
Mr House: You will be one of them shortly.
Mr DONOVAN: I guess that makes me something of ai expert on the subject. The deputy
leader of the National Party can always be relied upon for mirth; that is one of the good
things about this place. Of course, I could not but deplore the record level of unemployment
in Western Australia. I know I will not be the member for Morley for too much longer, but
while I am, I am very awart that people in my electorate are more affected than most by
unemployment. It is causing quite some havoc in keeping roofs over heads, paying the rent
and so on. Therefore, I am very sensitive about this subject. On the other hand, I cannot say
that and then seriously support the remaining paragraphs contained in the motion. I certainly
could not support the first paragraph without tongue in cheek, because I was one of those
people who wanted more restraint on Marandoo and I was also one of those people protesting
against the old Swan Brewery development - I still oppose it and I hope it does not work. In
their contribution to this debate today members opposite overlooked their stance on the
brewery.
I do not think it is fair to write off the Budget holus bolus as one that does not deal with
unemployment. The Minister for Housing gave one example of how the Budget addresses
unemployment in a meaningful way. Housing in Western Australia is one of the most
important fillips to employment.
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htis not appropriate to address paragraph (3) of the motion until the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee reports on the task this House set it to do, and that should
occur within the next few weeks. We should not pre-empt the outcome of its inquiry.
I am not sure what paragraph (4) of the motion means, but the seine argument applies to it as
applies to paragraph (2). 1 do not agree with paragraph (5) because, despite all the things the
Premier is responsible for, she cannot be attributed with the exclusive responsibility for
unemployment. The member for Avon forecast what would happen as a result of the
recession in Japan. It is a very clear example of what may happen in this State because when
Japan cuts back on steel it will impact on the electorate of the member for Pilbara. There is
not a darn thing in the world that the Premier of Western Australia can do about Japan's
recession.
Of course I deplore the record level of unemployment in Western Australia. I would not be
able Co hold my head high without doing so. I cannot support the arguments in support of the
motion and I will move an amendment to it.

As to Amendment to Motion
Mr DONOVAN: I move -

Line 3 - To delete all words after the word "unemployed".
The SPEAKER: Order! I advise the member that simply crossing out the words of the
original motion is not a written amnendment. It may be a quick way of doing it.
Mr DONOVAN: Mr Speaker, surely you understand the intent I am trying to achieve.
The SPEAKER: Standing Orders require a member who wishes to amend a motion to
submit the amendment in writing to allow me to supply it to other members in the House so
they can respond to it. Simply to provide a copy of the motion with half of it crossed out
does not comply with the Standing Orders. I am happy for the member to write it out now.
I am happy with the amendment now and it requires a seconder. As there is no seconder the
amendment clearly lapses.

Debate Resumed
MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) (3.28 pm]: I support the motion with some reluctance.
With a subject as important as this it would be far better for the Opposition to be a little more
positive in its approach to it- Instead of grizzling about what the Government has not done
the Opposition should have come forward with some positive initiatives; it should inform the
Government and the people of this State what it will do about this issue.
A Government member interjected: Put a 15 per cent tax on everything.
Mr THOMPSON: Members spend a lot of time in this Parliament talking about a range of
issues, most of which are not as important as the great problem which confronts our
community; that is, the record level of unemployment. We should be spending more time in
this Parliament coming up with positive suggestions to get people back to work. The present
unemployment level will be with us for some considerable time because of the significant
structural changes which are occurring at every level of activity.
Mr C.J. Barnett: It does not need to be.
Mr THOMPSON: We have just seen the merger of Australian Airlines Ltd with Qantas
Airways Ltd - a free enterprise initiative, which I applaud, taken by a socialist Government,
but unfortunately it will result in a number of people becoming unemployed. During the
time Australia restructures to become a more viable economy a lot of unemployment will
exist in our community. It is easy for an Opposition to point at a Government and say that it
has a record level of unemployment and that is its problem. A State Government can do little
to overcome unemployment in our community, although I concede it can do something.
When the conservative parties in this State find themselves in Government next year they
will have wo come forward with initiatives to address this problem. I thought that in their
quest to become the Government those parties would be a little more positive in this debate
and suggest the areas which should be addressed to correct the situation. I am critical of the
present Opposition because of the negative stance it has taken on this matter in recent years.
The negative approach adopted by the Liberal Party to this problem is part of the reason why
I left it.
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Mr Ornodei: Come on Tommo, be honest for once!
Mr THOMPSON: The problem for the member for Warren is that I am far too honest and
sheet home these things to the Opposition, and challenge it to be a little more honest! If the
Opposition were a little more honest about its policies and philosophies it would not forever
oppose initiatives taken by the Government in its attempts to create employment. I listened
with interest to the list of projects the Premier mentioned when she spoke in this debate.
Mr Pearce: The member for Warren should not be rude to you, because we only have to
make a particular move regarding spuds and he will be in your party!
Mr THOMPSON: Yes. The Opposition io this State has bent Over backwards to find
reasons why it should oppose a whole range of projects proceeding in this State. It should be
a little more positive in its approach to these things and a little more honest about the
philosophies and principles for which it says it stands.
Mr Court: Do you support our proposal for development in the Pilbara?
Mr THOMPSON: Yes.
Mr Court: That has been positive, has it not?
Mr THOMPSON: Yes.
Mr Court: And in the goldfields?
Mr THOMPSON: I am talking about actions in this Parliament. The Opposition is opposed
to the Hepburn Heights development and a number of others that I will not list. Whenever
the Opposition has the opportunity to vote for something to proceed it opposes that
development. Although I support the Opposition in this motion because I believe this issue
requires the attention of this Parliament, I generally find it hard to support the Opposition
because of its approach.

Division

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Mr C.J. Barnett
Mr Blaikie
Mr Btoff'witch
Dr Constable
Mr Court
Mr Cowan

Mrs Beggs
Mr Bridge
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham
Mr Donovan
Dr Edwards

Mrs Edwardes
Mr Grayden
NIT House
Mr Kierath
Mr Lewis
Mr McNee

Dr Gallop
Mr Graham
Mrs Henderson
Mr Kobelke
Dr Lawrence
Mr Leahy

Ayes (22)
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omnodei
Mr Shave
Mr Strickland
Mr Thompson

Noes (23)
Mr McGinty
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr Rietcling
Mr Ripper
Mr DiL. Smith

Mr Trenorden
Mr Wall
Mr Wiese
Mr Bradshaw (Teller)

Mr PJ. Smith
Mr Thomas
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Watkins (Teller)

Pairs
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Clarico
Mr Fred Tubby
Dr Turubull
Mr Ainsworth

Wr Gordon Hill
Mr Grill
Mr Taylor
Mr Troy
Mr Marlborough

Question thus negatived.
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION - PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND
EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE

Sitting During Sittings of the House, Tuesday IS September
On motion by Mr Catania, resolved with an absolute mnajority -

That so much of the Standing Orders be suspended as is necessary to enable
consideration forthwith of a motion relating to the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee.

On motion by Mr Catania, resolved -

That the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee have leave to sit
during the sitting of the House on Tuesday, 15 September 1.992.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Lieutenant Governor and Deputy of the Governor received and read
recommending appropriations for the purposes of the following Bills -

1. Foreign Ownership of Land Register Bill
2Z Freedom of Information Bill

AP PROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading - Budget Debate

Debate resumed from 3 September.
MR COWAN (Meritdin - Leader of the National Party) [3.39 pm]: In addressing the
Budget handed down by the Treasurer I do not intend to change the approach I have adopted
in past years; that is, to examine what the Government has decided it will do with the
taxpayers' funds and then to comment on what we would do were we to hold the Treasury
benches.
In her Budget speech the Treasurer stated that the Budget has one overriding objective - to
address the unacceptably high level of unemployment - and she outlined a three point
strategy to achieve that objective: The need to give some assistance to the private sector, the
need to accelerate the capital works program; and the need to increase vocational education,
skills training and traineeships. They are pretty good words and I do not think anyone in this
place or elsewhere in the State, at first glance, could say that they are not appropriate
measures to take, especially when we ame dealing with an unemployment level of more than
10 per cent and seeking to alleviate that problem. However, perhaps we should examine this
three point strategy and discover whether it will achieve the Treasurer's objective.
It will not be possible for US to examine the State Budget in isolation; it will be necessary
also for us to examine some of the initiatives included in the Federal Budget as they impact
on Western Australia. Therefore I will also deal with some of those matters that are likely to
have some effect upon the Western Australian economy, and certainly on the State
Government and the way in which its Budget will work, or fail to work.
Everyone would agree that the objective in any instance with the private sector is for
Government to create an environment in which business can invest, expand and prosper; in
other words, make profits. Let us look at some of the initiatives that have been taken by the
Government in its Budget to encourage business to invest and expand and to allow it to
return to profit. While the Budget contains one or two projects against which no-one can
argue, the general conclusion which can be drawn is that the Government is somewhat long
on rhetoric and short on action. For example, there is no doubt that sonic of the projects or
programs included in the WA Advantage package have some value. Everybody would
applaud the establishment of the office of strategic State projects. That concept of fast-
tracking development and investment is not new: I can recall that in the early 1980s, when
Mr Burke was the Premier, he intended to establish a body which would do just that; that, of
course, was the Western Australian Development Corporation. However, 1 think history
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reveals that that corporation was somewhat sidetracked in its operations. When an
assessment was begun of the total number of assets held by the Crown and how those assets
unfortunately could be exploited by individuals, while the WADC might have done some
good work, in many instances it or some of its subsidiaries were used as a vehicle to allow
individuals within Western Australia to take some profit and some advantage from the State.
I hope the office of strategic State projects does not encounter the same pitfall. It may very
well not, for the simple reason that it has no statutory force and will merely be a unit
established in the Department of the Cabinet for the purpose of establishing those industries
and projects which can be speeded up, with the hope that a number of new developments are
begun in Western Australia. I listened with interest to the list of projects derailed by the
Premier in her response to the debate on unemployment earlier this afternoon, and it is very
interesting to note that many of those projects have been on the drawing board for a long
time, some for up to four or five years. Just by our examining that list and identifying when
those projects were first introduced to the State, and looking at the progress they have made
thus far, it becomes very clear that we need a specialist unit that is capable of fast-tracking
and implementing some of the steps necessary to get projects under way in this State;
because there is no doubt that employment is directly linked to the capacity of this State to
develop its primary resources. I would like to think that we could establish a manufacturing
or processing industry, and I sincerely hope we will, but it is not something which will be
achieved even in the immediate term; it will take a long time to initiate and work through.
We must compete with international markets because our own market is so small, and
invariably those international markets are subjected to many corrupt practices, whether they
be heavy subsidies to manufacturers in other countries or direct incentives to importers to
purchase from one country rather than another - and the best example of that would be the
export enhancement program the United States has for wheat. In view of this, it is clear that
Western Australia will take some time to develop its value adding or downstream processing
industries and, as much as some people might regret it, we are reliant on the exploitation of
the State's primary resources, particularly mining but also agriculture.
In her Budget speech the Treasurer also acknowledged the contribution the small business
sector makes to employment in Western Australia. I understand that small businesses
employ approximately 51 per cent of all persons employed in this State, and it must be
gratifying for those businesses to be given the recognition they deserve in the Budget. I
think they would also acknowledge that they have been given some alleviation from
Government costs and charges by the proposals in the Budget to reduce the extent of land
tax, to lower payroll tax in some instances, and also to reduce power charges by up to five
per cent. That is fine, and everybody would applaud that; but a great number of other
Government charges and imposts have an adverse effect on the small business sector. I am
sure every member could give a number of examples in which the Government has applied
small business charges which are a clear discouragement to investment. However, I shall
give only two examples, and then move on to something else: The first example is a country
business which wanted to purchase some land on which to establish a business. When
inquiries were made regarding the provision of three-phase power, the business was quoted
$85 000. Although land may be cheap in rural areas, establishment costs, such as the
provision of three-phase power, make the establishing of businesses in country areas out of
the question. If members believe that $85 000 for the connection of three-phase power to a
property is somewhat extreme, I give a second example involving the Western Australian
Water Authority.
An enterprising individual decided that he was tired of trying to keep some species of
animals alive in our harsh environment, so he decided to work with native species by
establishing an emu farm. He was sick of farming sheep, cattle and other animals which
seemed to die at the first opportunity. He wished to domesticate some wild birds. However,
when he attempted to acquire a permanent water supply to reticulate his property from the
Water Authority comprehensive scheme in the eastern wheatbelt, he was first quoted a cost
of $400 000. He queried this figure, and WAWA admitted that the quote was wrong - the
real price was in excess of $1 million! This was because that person had to be held
responsible for upgrading the pipeline all the way back to the main conduit running from
Mandurah to Kalgoorlie. That charge put the proposal out of the question.
Although we recognise that the Government has provided relief in land tax charges, payroll
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tax and power charges, other burdens exist. Members may recall that last year a motion was
moved in another place to disallow a regulation which proposed to implement a waste
disposal charge on small businesses in rural towns. The Government withdrew the tabled
regulation. The net return from this regulation to the Water Authority would have been no
more than $300 000 or $400 000. Nevertheless, the imposition of $150 or $200 on small
businesses would have been a clear violation of the Premier's promise that Government taxes
and charges wouid be kept under a certain ceiling. Nevertheless, the Government has tabled
chat regulation in this place again. I assure the Government that this matter will be given
exactly the same treatment as a disallowance motion in another place. We will continue to
use that legislative mechanism to ensure that these regulatory charges applied by
Government on small businesses will be closely scrutinised, and when we regard them to be
unreasonable we will move for disallowance.
A great deal of debate has ensued in the past and again today regarding the inordinate
number of delays businesses encounter when attempting to expand or invest in this State. At
Marandoo, CRA Exploration Pty Ltd has been fighting a running battle with various
authorities, be they Government bodies or Government-sponsored enterprises such as the
Karijini Corporation. Western Mining Corp Ltd has faced similar problems in its endeavours
at Kambalda to improve this Stare's nickel output. Similar problems have occurred at
Yakabindie. Clearly, it is Government policy to prevent Kintyre Holdings Pry Ltd from
proceeding and a number of mining ventures have been delayed because of Government red,
green or black tape, whichever colour one chooses.
The second program identified by the Treasurer as facilitating the reduction of the higher
level of unemployment was the accelerated capital works program. The Treasurer
announced an additional $366 million for such programs, to be directed into two areas;
namely, housing and the northern suburbs rail link. I doubt very much whether anybody
could be over critical of the increase in funds for housing, but by the same token we must
examine where that funding is to be directed. I have no argument with most of the programs
outlined, particularly regarding seniors' housing. However, the Minister for Housing could
have come to the party and given greater assistance for people who require alternative
accommodation for their physically or intellectually disabled children. The member for
Avon may have outlined to the Minister for Housing the story of an octogenarian looking
after a thild who is fast approaching 60 years of age, and, obviously, it is difficult for such
people to cope. The Minister for Housing should have given greater priority when framing
this part of the Budget to ensuring that more funds were made available for residential and
institutional accommodation. Some funds should be set aside for these purposes, and I am
sure this would not represent an impediment to fund allocation.
Mr McGinty: The Budget contains a degree of flexibility and in cases such as the one to
which you have referred - emanating from the member for Avon - I will be happy to redirect
funds to ensure that they are picked up. I agree that such cases should have great priority.
Mr COWAN: Rather than relating individual cases, I indicate that public meetings have
been held by Activ Industries which identified areas of accommodation which lack funding.
Certainly there is a lack of funding in ocher areas, for example, support services, respite care
and other aspects of care. However, that is not the Minister's priority. I am referring to the
fact that within his portfolio is the need to provide the bricks and mortar so that people will
have a choice of either institutional care, respite care or private residential accommodation if
they are capable of looking after themselves. In that category, some successful experiments
have occurred in the metropolitan area recently.
Mr McGinty: It is easy when all one has to do is provide the bricks and mortar. It is also
necessary to provide funding for staffing and infrastructure. That is where one runs into
difficulty.
Mr COWAN: I am quite sure the Minister for Construction would receive a very pleasant
response from his colleague, the Minister for Community Development, if he told him that
he should not worry about the capital cost of accommodation because the inister for
Construction will provide that while the Minister for Community Development looks after
the costs of staffing and maintenance.
The only other issue on which I will comment is that the Minister for Housing could have
provided for improvement to the extent of housing in rural areas. Again, I refer to
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accommodation for seniors and people considering retirement. It could be argued that the
need does not exist in some areas. However, I am talking about only those areas which,
because of demographic change, have felt no pressure from population increases.
Nonetheless, where a population increase has not occurred it is still necessary to look at the
special requirements of seniors and people who want to retire close to the area in which they
were born and worked and where they have family. In all instances there is a growing trend
for people to want to move away from the metrpolitan area, or from the west coast, and
retire near where they have family. Not in all cases can people use their savings or what is
available to them personally to make the investment for retirement accommodation. The
State, undoubtedly in conjunction with the Commonwealth, must look at its accommodation
program for seniors and retired persons to be spread across the State rather than concentrated
in the more populated areas or where demographic changes place pressure on Homeswest to
construct accommodation.
Mr Mc~linty: Quite often, particularly in the wheatbelt towns in which there is minimal
demand, the State Government should consider a joint ventu= with the local government
authority as a means by which seniors' housing can be provided.
Mr COWAN: If the Minister were to make an offer like that to local government he would
be inundated with responses. Most local governments have had some involvement in the
development of projects like that, sometimes with various institutions or statutory bodies.
Funnily enough, two which come to mind are Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd and The
Grain Pool of WA which make a fair amount of money available for that purpose on a loan
basis. I am sure the Minister would get a very favourable response if he pursued that
measure.
The other area in which the majority of the Government capital works fund is to be spent is
on the northern suburbs rail link. Once again, I have no real objection to capital works
programs and money being spent on the provision of public facilities and essential services.
In fact that is the reason for which the Government gathers in the money. However, in some
instances the Government should forfeit same revenue by providing incentives to business by
helping to meet some of the infrastructure or establishment costs. I have addressed that
issue. In the case of the northern suburbs rail link it must be suggested that people who live
in the northern suburbs are regarded as a very privileged group. One does not have to take
my word for that. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia has
commented that the rail service subsidy for those who will be using it will be about 90 per
cent. I do not think anyone will accept that as a realistic level of subsidisation for one
section of the Western Australian community. That must be addressed. No-one should
doubt the assessment by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Everyone on the
Government's side was only too willing to accept the rating it gave to the Treasurer's Budget
when it was handed down. Having rather gladly accepted that, I am sure the Government
must now accept the more detailed response to the Budget by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and it must respond to that. As pant of that, the level of subsidy for public transport
which will be offered to people in the northern suburbs must undergo some rationalisation.
The third and final prong of the Government's three-pronged attack on unemployment was
through vocational education, skills training and traineeships. Again, most people would say
that expenditure on these areas was welcome. However, we must be very careful to ensure
that jobs are available for people after they have undergone skills training; otherwise
Western Australia will have perhaps the best educated and most highly skilled unemployed
people in the country. It may give some temporary relief to the unemployment statistics
while they are undertaking the skills training, but it is very much a temporary measure. It
will, nonetheless, become imperative that jobs are provided at the end of those training
courses. I reiterate that the only way that can be achieved in the long or medium term is to
offer encouragement to the private sector, particularly small business. Even though small
business has received amelioration from some Government taxes and charges there is still a
long way to go before business wI agree that the environment is right for it to begin
investing in order to increase its productivity or to employ more people. That is not
happening now and unemployment figures reflect that.
I refer to the more general aspect of post-compulsory education and whether the Government
has its priorities right. As most people know, I represent the seat of Merredin. The
surrounding region of the hills area to Southern Cross, north to the shire of Mt Marshall,
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Koorda and Mukinbudin, and south to the shires of, I suppose, Narrogin. Wagin and
Katanning, has a population of approximately 85 000. Only one post compulsory education
facility exists in the whole of that area; that is the Muresk Institute of Agriculture which
provides courses in agricultural business and it certainly is not a broad spectrum operation.
The Federal Government identified this as being the least serviced area for post secondary
education in Australia. While we have an increase in funding for all these issues, no
direction or priority has been given to that area. The area simply has not been addressed.
While I welcome the additional facilities for providing vocational education, skills training
and traineeships in this year's Budget, ir is clear that the Budget has again neglected to
service one area which has been identified by a committee commissioned by the Federal
Government to identify areas where post compulsory education facilities are deficient. This
Government has not addressed this issue in its Budget. I do not know how long we must
wait before priority is given to acknowledging a deficiency which has already been
recognised. It should have been acknowledged in this Budget and it is regrettable that it was
not.
I will deal with one or two general issues in the time available to me. The first is the hoary
old chestnut of regional development. I have always had a bar or two on this subject and I
intend to do so again today for the simple reason that this Government seems to believe it
can establish regional development authorities in half the State and channel funds into those
authorities under the pretext that it is regional development. Two things are wrong with this
concept: First, the Government ignores the other half of the State. I would like someone to
explain why we should have statutory authorities responsible for regional development in
areas surrounding Bunbury, Albany, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and Esperance, the Pilbara and
the Kimberley, yet we ignore other places in this State. For example, why does the
Government ignore Carnarvon, the Murchison, the eastern wheatbelt and the north eastern
wheatbelt? Is it because second class citizens live in those areas?
Mr Trenorden: The Government obviously thinks they do.
Mr COWAN: [ do not agree that they are second class citizens. They may be treated as
such, but that is the refinement we have to make. It is time the Government had a regional
development policy which is even handed and genuine. Regional development can easily be
described as a policy of decentralisation - a policy for which we are prepared to commit
funds for the purpose of development, particularly with respect to attracting industries which
will add value to those resources which are found or produced in a region. If we concentrate
our energies on that, we will go a long way towards decentralisation. Itris not true to say that
we can focus regional development only in those areas I have mentioned; that is, Bunbury,
Albany, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and Esperance, the Pilbara and the Kimberley. I welcome the
funds made available for these areas, but I suggest to the Government that there are people in
a number of other areas in Western Australia who resent this policy which discriminates
against them.
The process by which the authorities operate is something which is under question. If
members consider the programs which have been listed in this year's Budget they will find
that in many cases the money which has been set aside for what are regional development
projects has been allocated to regional development authorities instead of to the appropriate
Government departments.
Mr Trenorden: And to local government.
Mr COWAN: Yes, it could. For example, funds have been allocated to the South West
Development Authority for the finalisation of a coastal management plan for Mandurah.
Surely that is an appropriation for the Department of Conservation and Land Management.
Funds have also been allocated to that authority for the implementation of a heritage
framework for the south west; again, that is a matter for the Heritage Council of Western
Australia. Funds have been allocated to that authority for a study of the Mandurah ocean
marina, including the examination of the development of a waste disposal system. Clearly
that is a matter for the Department of Planning and Urban Development or the Department of
State Development. An amount of $480 000 has been allocated to the Great Southern
Development Authority for the Albany foreshore development and that should be the
responsibility of the Department of Planning and Urban Development, not the regional
development authority. I acknowledge that the regional development authority should
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prepare the relevant plans, establish priorities and obtain the consensus of the people within
the community, and its findings should be handed to the appropriate department. To give the
authorities funds while we have departments which are responsible for these matters is a
duplication of resources and it is something which should be altered. Regional development
authorities should act merely as coordinating bodies by giving the local communities within
the regions the opportunity to determine what is best for them. The authorities should submit
to the Government lists of priorities of their communities and ensure that they are considered
and that the precious financial resource - taxpayers' funds - is distributed in a way which will
prevent the discrimination which occurs as a result of the Government's current regional
development policy.
I refer to the Premier's decision to take on the additional portfolios of Trade and Investment
and Employment. I have no doubt that the Premier regards as a winner her taking on the
portfolio of Trade and Investment for the simple reason that it will give her a greater
opportunity to promote her image and by doing so she will be promoting the image of this
Government to the lead up to the next election. I have no doubt that the Government wants
to run a presidential style campaign between now and whenever the election is called; I
assume it will be early February 1993.
Mrs Beggs: You would like to do that, but you have not worked out who will be the
president!
Mr COWAN: I said a presidential style campaign and, in this case, the style will be focused
on the Premier and the Mnister for Transport will sit in the background; and while she might
warmly applaud the Premier's antics she will not have much to say.
Mrs Beggs: I will warmly applaud the Premier's credibility and her efforts.
Mr COWAN: Credibility is something which is definitely a matter of perception; I will not
argue the case about the Premier's credibility or even the Deputy Premier's credibility.
Credibility is something which can be built up, but it can very easily be destroyed. I ant
pleased that the Deputy Premier has returned to the Chamber because I will take one of the
cases -

Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr COWAN: I have no doubt the Deputy Premier was. The Deputy Premier has a better
attendance record in this place than do some Ministers. My comment was not meant as a
smart remark. I am pleased the Deputy Premier is in the Chamber because I want to remind
him of something he said that illustrates the inconsistency of his position and damages his
credibility; that is, provided somebody picks it up and makes it public. I remind the Deputy
Premier that he spent a lot of time telling the potato growers of this State that they could no
longer have a statutory marketing authority because it was not right that such a marketing
authority should exist to control the production and price of potatoes. Within a week he was
also commenting that it was wonderful to see the amalgamation of the Miscellaneous
Workers Union, the hotels and the hospitality industry union. In welcoming that
amalgamation, the Deputy Premier remarked how important it was that we should fight
against the deregulation of the labour market.
Mr Taylor: Yes.
Mr COWAN: I ask the Deputy Premier: What is the difference between a person who has
nothing to sell but his labour and a person who has nothing to sell but the product of his
labour? How can he maintain some consistency when he says that those people who have
nothing to sell but the product of their labour are not entitled to some regulatory system that
gives them a stable price, and at the same time he tells other people who have nothing to sell
but their labour that they must fight to prevent deregulation? That sort of issue brings the
credibility of the Deputy Premier into question.
Let us now consider the Premier and Treasurer. She has decided that a presidential style
campaign will be run for the election. Taking on the trade and investment portfolios will
undoubtedly give her the opportunity to present herself as the leader of the Government and
will result in other people being pushed into the background. The opening of the Harriet gas
gathering operation is evidence of that. However, I suggest she has taken on more than she
can handle with the employment portfolio, for the simple reason that the situation that has
been created in Western Australia is the result of the accumulation of not only State
PA1lo.4
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Government policy but also Federal Government policy over a period of about 10 years, and
until new ideas come forward rather than a variation on a theme, we shall be in serious
trouble. Some controversy has arisen on this issue as a result of the way in which the media
has reported some of my remarks, but at least the Opposition parties have been prepared to
put forward a program which is not a variation on a theme but which proposes radical
changes to the whole structure of taxation, industrial relations and other issues in this State.
Of course, that is the Fighiback package. In doing that, Dr Hewson and his colleagues have
responded to a call by business which wants changes so that it can have in Australia an
environment in which it can thrive and prosper. Since business forms the backbone of this
nation and business people provide the lasting jobs, notwithstanding that they are somewhat
reluctant to promote the Fightback package everyone knows that it is the only possible way
to get this country back on its feet; that is, by giving business the environment in which it can
thrive and prosper. The only way to do that is by taking the approach that has been promoted
federally and is supported by the Opposition parties in this State.
MR C.J. BARNETT (Coctesloe - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.25 pm]: This is
the third Budget delivered by the Lawrence Government and the tenth of the Labor Party in
Government. However, it is delivered at a time of record unemployment, record State debt,
and increasing signs that the tentative recovery that was apparent at the beginning of the year
has now faltered. I shall comment briefly on each issue.
Firstly, the unemployment figures for August 1992 were a blow to the economy and the
aspirations of job seekers. The August 1992 unemployment figure of 11.5 per cent of the
work force represents an incredible 98 900 people without work. That is the highest level of
unemployment since records have been kept by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The
Treasurer has taken it upon herself to be the Minister responsible for employment, so surely
we should focus on her record in the employment stakes. When she became Premier in
February 1990, the rate of unemployment was seven per cent. It is now 11.5 per cent. When
she took office the number of unemployed was 57 900; it is now 98 900. During the two and
a half years Dr Lawrence has been Premier the unemployment figure in this Stare has risen
by 41 000 or a massive 71 per cent. That is the record of this Premier and Treasurer.
Another figure which is even more disturbing relates to employment. In the previous debate
the Premier made claims about empioyment growth in this State, and tried to ridicule claims
by the Opposition on job targets. Let us consider some statistics and the Premier's
performance. In February 1990 the number of employed people in Western Australia,
according to the seasonally adjusted series of the ABS. was 763 700. The August 1992
seasonally adjusted figure was 761 200. In other wonds, the number of employed people in
this State has actually fallen by 2 500 in the two and a half years that Dr Lawrence has been
Premier and Treasurer. Not only has there been an extraordinary rise in unemployment, but
also not a single net job has been created. In fact, the net loss has been 2 500 jobs. It is the
worst performance of any Premier in this State's history. Those figures do not cake into
account discouraged workers, the drift from full time to part time employment, a teenage
unemployment race of 33.3 per cent, or the fact that 30 per cent of last year's graduates have
not found their First jobs. This Treasurer has presided over this massive rise in
unemployment and fall in employment unprecedented in Western Australia's postwar
history. And what has been her policy response? In February 1991 a housing package was
released which it was claimed would create 15 000 jobs across the economy. Where are
those jobs? I cannot see them. The employment figure has decreased and not increased
since the housing package was initiated in February 1991. In last year's Budget it was
claimed there would be a four per cent growth to create employment. Where is it? It simply
has not happened. In this year's Budget we are led to believe by the Treasurer that 20 000
jobs will be created from somewhere, but no rime frame is given. There is absolutely no
forecast of employment or unemployment growth in the Budget, nor is there a time frame
during which change may occur. The Treasurer's record on employment and unemployment
is absolutely abysmal.
The second issue facing the economy is State debt. This Government had not heard of State
debt a year ago. It was only when a motion was introduced to form a Select Committee to
inquire into this matter that the Government became aware that it had a debt problem. On 30
June last year the level of outstanding net borrowings was $10.17 1 billion. The figure has
not been released for 30 June 1992, but I predict it will be at least $11 billion. The Treasurer
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claims she knows the figure but will not release it. I do not know why. The community has
a right to know the debt increase over the last year. Few people in this Parliamient - indeed,
in this State - would give Messrs Burke and Dowding any credence for their financial
responsibility and for the prudent way in which they purported to manage the State.
However, despite all of the things that they did wrong during the height of WA Inc and all of
the massive losses that occurred, even they could not add to the Scare debt at the level chat
Dr Lawrence has added to it. In the financial year 1990-91, State debt increased by
$1.04 billion, the largest increase in State debt ever in a single year for Western Australia.
Yet what do we have to show for it? Nothing! The Government keeps referring to the gas
pipeline and to the North West Shelf project. Sure, that led to a significant increase in debt,
but it enabled development to take place and the alumina industry to prosper, and it provided
gas for the metropolitan area.
In case anyone should forget, the increase in State debt occurred as a result of not just WA
Inc but also a basic structural faiing of the Budget. The Moody's report which downgraded
Western Australia's credit rating in January this year stared chat "the downgrade was
motivated by Western Australia's financial and debt position in relation to other States, by its
ongoing high borrowing requirements and by the potential continuing weakness in the State's
Budget results." Nothing has improved. Debt has increased even more.
Mr Graham: Are you reading that out of Fighcback?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a quote from Moody's.
Mr Pearce: How do we know it is accurate?
Mr C.J BARNETT: I will send the Leader of the House a copy.
In this year's Budget speech, the Treasurer tried to convey the impression that the debt
position was under control. However, the total interest payments in this year's Budget are
$1.1 17 billion. We will spend more on interest payments than on education, and we will
spend nearly as much on interest payments as we will spend on health. It is a massive debt
burden. I accept the argument that those interest costs are spread across all functional areas
of Government; in other words, part of the interest costs accrue mn education, health, and so
on. However, the interest costs alone equate effectively to the size of the Education vote and
almost to the size of the Health vote.
Mr Pearce: A lot of that is for SEC WA and the Water Authority.
Mr CJT BARNETT: It certainly is.
Mr Pearce: That is very unfair. That is not CRF stuff.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Neither is all of education.
Mr Pearce: We are not paying the SECWA debt from taxpayers' money. That is being paid
for by the users of water and electricity.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: The problem is that we cannot simply rationalise it away and say, "This
is in the public trading enterprises area; that is in the Government sector; we have reserves to
cover that." At the end of the day, we have net borrowings of $11I billion and an annual
interest bill of $1 billion. I agree that that is dispersed right across Government and that in
certain situations debt is acceptabl&. However, the problem is that collectively State debt is
out of control. Theme is a massive debt problem and burden in this State. In a post WA Inc
environment and in an environment of rapidly escalating debt, it is incumbenr upon a State
Government to set some standards of accountability, responsibility and financial
management.
I turn now to the performance of Treasurer Lawrence. in 1989-90, the Treasurer claimed
that the Budget was balanced. That was achieved by illegally transferring $12 million out of
the hospital charities trust fund. In 1990-91, the Treasurer again claimed that the Budget was
balanced. On that occasion, the Budget was balanced by deferring a $25 million payment for
the petrochemical plant. In 1991-92, the Treasurer again claimed that the Budget was
balanced. This time, the Budget was balanced by treating as revenue $102 million of
borrowings. The Budget is about as far away as one can get from consistency, responsibility
and accountability in presenting the financial position of Wesrern Australia. As the Leader
of the Opposition stated during debate the week before last, Western Australia is the only
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State which has failed to bring about a consolidated Budget format that presents a true and
comparable position. Even the little State of Tasmania as long ago as 1985 was able to
present consolidated accounts. Surely it is not beyond the wit of the Western Australian
Treasury to bring about consolidated accounts. Surely if Tasmania could do that in 1985, we
could have done it in the past seven years. Why have we not done that? The only conclusion
that!I can come to is that it does not politically suit the Government to do that because the
presentation of consolidated accounts will indicate that there have been consistent and large
deficits in our Budget year in and year out. The only way to increase debt is to run a deficit.
If one runs a surplus, debt comes down.
A year ago, the State Government did not even know that it had a debt problem. In February
1992, the Government released WA Advantage. I concede that that economic statement
contained some good ideas, but it did not include the word "debt". The Government still had
not recognised the problem.
In 1992-93, the net financing requirement, or the amount of new borrowings, for the total
public sector increased from $438 million to $482 million, which represents a further
increase in the overall Budget deficit. On the eve of the presentation of the Budget, the
Government went through the extraordinary performance, or Dick Tracy deal, of running
down to the offices of The West Australian on a Friday night with a little, grubby copy of its
debt management program. Not only was that debt management program inadequate
because it was thought up by public relations people rather than by Treasury officials, but
also it was not to apply for a full year. It was a debt management program on the never
never! Again, the Government simply (ailed to acknowledge and address the problem.
I turn now to the stare of the economy. This recession is severe, as I foretold that it would
be. However, I did not foretell that it would be very long in duration. It has been a far
longer recession than previous downturns either in 1974 or 1982. It has been a recession in
which Australia has led the world into recession rather than the other way around. The prime
cause of the recession was high domestic interest rates in Australia. We did not have a
collapse of world trade or of world commodity prices as occurred in 1982- It is true that
subsequently, most major world economies have slowed and commodity prices have eased
off. The State Government has been looking for signs of recovery, as well it might. Mound
April-May, there were some signs of increasing confidence at both the business and
consumer levels, and certain industry sectors were showing an upturn. The Government has
made great play of the fact that there has been an increase in housing approvals and
construction. However, the housing sector is by nature absolutely cyclical. It runs an
opposite pattern to interest rate cycles. If interest rates come down significantly, as they
have, there will be an uplift in housing. There is also a pent up demand. There is no doubt
that housing is a cyclical industry. One can only claim a broad based economic recovery
when non cyclical industries also start to pick up and expand and there are signs of new
investment.
It is true that for the financial year 1991-92, the value of housing approvals increased by
17 per cent, albeit from a very low base. However, housing is only one part of the building
industry. The value of non residential building actually fell by 44 per cent last year. If we
put the two together to see what is happening to the whole building industry, in 1991-92 the
total expenditure on building - housing, commercial, and so on - decreased by 10 per cent.
Therefore, the sector as a whole is declining and has declined over the last year. If we
include the engineering and construction sectors and their very pessimistic forecasts for the
next year, we could not say that we have a building recovery. We have a sector recovery in
housing, but there is not a widespread building and construction recovery in the economy.
That is the reason that the Treasurer did not get 15 000 jobs from the housing package.
I find it incredible not that we have a severe recession but that it has gone on for so long.
This Government has not been able to bring the economy out of recession. As I said at the
beginning, the total number of people in employment has fallen over the last two and a half
years that Dr Lawrence has been Treasurer. Where will the recovery come from? Do we
have any chance of recovery? There are three broad opportunities: We can get a world
recovery, we can get some sort of national economic recovery, or we can generate a State
economic recovery from within. Those thre factors are interdependent, but let us look first
at the world recovery. It is true that most of the major economies of the world are in a fairly
recessed situation, but in no way have we had the collapse of world trade and of the major
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world economies that occurred in 1982-83. Certainly we have not had the massive collapse
in commodity prices that occurred in the early 1980s. The implication is that even if the
world economy improves it is not coming off such a low base. There will not be a great
surge of world economic expansion or a great boom in world trade, and certainly no massive
pick-up in world commodity prices. They simply have not fallen that low. No free ride is
waiting for us on the world scene. The QECD) forecast for world growth, at best, is slightly
pleasing. World growth is expected to be 1.8 per cent in 1992, and three per cent in 1.993 - a
modest pick-up. World trade is expected to increase from 5.6 per cent to 6.6 per cent;
another modest pick-up. Commodity prices over the next financial year are expected to
increase by 2.3 per cent - another modest increase. We will not see a great pick-up in world
trade, or a great resurgence in commodity prices, because the figures are not so low now.
They cannot come up very far.
On the national scene we have disturbing trends. Prime Minister Keating, through his One
Nation statement and his Budget, has progressively downgraded national growth forecasts.
He talks in terms of three per cent forecasts for 1992-93. His last Budget forecast in August
1991 and his One Nation policy have been discredited within months of delivery. Many
people would say that a three per cent national growth rate is being optimistic. A disturbing
point about the Federal Budget is the financial parameters within it. Interest rates have come
down, and they needed to come down a long way. It is speculated that we might see a
further fall in interest rates because the German interest rates fell last night. The danger is
that we may see some political motive to reduce interest rates further before the Federal
election.
The financial figures of the Federal Budget concern me. Government spending is up 4.1 per
cent - not a great deal, by itself. The Budget deficit is up from $9.3 billion to $13.4 billion.
The net financing requirement of the Commonwealth is up from $10.4 billion to
$14.8 billion. The trading current account deficit is expected to rise from $11.9 billion to
$15 billion. We have the combination of increased Government spending, an increased
budget deficit, an increasing public sector borrowings requirement and an increasing current
account deficit. One does not need an economics degree to know that against those five
background parameters, even a slight pick-up in the economy and household and business
demand for funds will mean rising interest rates. Throughout the pain of this recession,
nothing has been done to correct the basic finances of the Commonwealth Government or
our trading position. In July, the current account deficit went to $1.4 billion and that is
frightening. It means that with a slight recovery or slight surge on imports we could face a
run on the Australian dollar. We will have a very serious situation with major financial
indicators.
We are in a deep recession. We have high unemployment, stagnant employment and a major
debt problem. Any signs of recovery have faltered. We have low consumer and business
confidence. What are the policy options? Nationally, a program has been put forward. It is
a program of structural reform and fundamental change to the Australian taxation system. Of
all people, the Opposition understands the politics of the situation. We understand that the
Government will attack the goods and services tax relentlessly until the State and Federal
elections.
Mr Taylor: What about tariff policies?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will speak on those. However, I ask members to think about one
simple point: There are 24 industrialised nations in the world. These are the developed
countries, of which Australia is a medium ranked power. Of the 24 OECD nations, 21 have
introduced either a value added tax or a OST. Of the other three, Switzerland and the United
States have a broadly based retail tax. In the United States, that tax is imposed at the State
level. The remaining country is Australia. Can anyone seriously suggest that Australia as a
wrading economy can have a tax situation fundamentally different from the other 23 trading
nations of the world - swim against the tide - and ever hope to be competitive
internationally? We do not have a snowball's chance in hll.
I understand the politics of the situation but the harsh reality is that Australia has no choice
but to fundamentally change its tax system. We must shift away from a direct tax system to
an indirect one, not because we like it but simply because every other country has done so.
All those countries have a trading advantage as a result. We have no choice. The Prime
Minister understands that. That is the reason he advocated that at the tax summit in 1985.
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That is the reason a GST Or something similar will be implemented regardless of who wins
the next election. It is an economic imperative for Australia.
The Premier of Western Australia has stated that she does not like the GST; it will have an
impact on the State's finances, so she will mount a High Court challenge. That was the
totality of her economic and political response. What would a igh Court challenge be
against? It would not be against the GST; it would be against tax reform in Australia. So, as
much as that action challenges the GST it will be challenging the abolition of payroll tax. It
would be a Premier mounting a High Court challenge to stop the abolition of payroll tax, to
stop the creation of at least 175 000 jobs in Australia and at least 18 000 in this State. That is
a ludicrous policy response. What about the policy at the State level?
Mr Marlborough: What about a tariff policy? Most of those countries have a tariff policy.
Do you suggest that we go along with minimum tariffs?
Mr C.J. BARNEIT: I agree with the Hewson policy of reducing tariffs.
Mr Marlborough: The member is suggesting that because other countries have such a tax,
we must too.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Peel has very high unemployment in his electorate, as
has the member for Marangaroo. I will be fascinated to see whether some of the Labor
backbenchers will have the guts to speak about unemployment, about the hardships in their
electorates, or whether they will sit like patsies and not open their mouths. The member will
have an opportunity to speak. I hope also, Acting Speaker (Dr Edwards), that you speak.
Many Labor members in this Parliament have electorates with high rates of unemployment.
I hope we hear those members talk about unemployment and social hardships.
Mr Marlborough: I have just been down to my electorate.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': The member for Peel should stand up tonight and tell me about the
hardship in his electorate.
Mr Marlborough: You should talk to people in the metal trades about unemployment. The
real talk ought to rake place on the shop floor.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Talk here, mate!
What has been the policy response of this Labor Government? We have seen effectively
three packages delivered: The WA Advantage, the Social Advantage and the Budget. These
packages delivered by the Government are effectively collections of ideas - some good ideas,
some not so good.
Mr Catania: Your junior Fightback is a collection of bad ideas.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Balcatta will get his chance. I hope he will get up and
speak on behalf of his electorate with its 13 or 14 per cent unemployment rate. The members
for Balcatta, Marangaroo and Peel will not speak; none of them will rise and speak. We will
not hear a whisper out of them.
Mr Catania: We will speak a lot more effectively than you have.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will wait to listen.
Mr Catania: What you are saying is a whole lot of garbage.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member for Balcatta concentrated he could get an economics
lesson.
What has been the style of economic policy by this Government? It can be put into various
categories. Through successive periods we have had a series of announcements that have not
come to fruition. We all know about the petrochemical project, the aluminium smelter, the
insurance exchange, the biotechnology park, and the list goes on. We have also had a
chronic neglect of capital works. Last year capital works were still less in real terms than in
the last year of the Liberal-National Party coalition. Every year the Labor Government has
underspent on capital works. Last year it underspent by $2 10 million, and now it claims that
capital Works will create the jobs. Perhaps if the Government had spent on some of the
original capital works programs it would not have the problem now. Now we have a new
focus - the reborn focus on development. The Premier has made herself Minister for Trade
and Investment as part of the seventh reorganisation of the Department of State Development

4612



[Tuesday, 15 September 1992] 41

and its predecessors over the last 10 years. Not only is there a Department of State
Development which has some 300 personnel, but also the Government found it necessary in
February to announce the formation of a strategic State projects unit. We now have a new
unit to get projects under way as well as a 300 member Department of State Development.
What is the department doing if the Government has to form a new body to approve projects?
Little wonder it is now in absolute confusion after having been reorganised so many times! I
will quote from a report on the Budget by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
Western Austiralia. The State's leading business organisation stated -

It is clear that responsibility for state development is once again fragmented, shared
between a variety of ministers and sub-groups of various departments.

Further on it stated -
The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA believes that the latest changes in
portfolio responsibilities mean that development responsibilities are now hopelessly
fragmented, overlapping and ill-directed.

This new focus on State development, this new cosmetic change and public relations focus
on the Premier, means, according to the State's leading business group, the leading group of
investors in this State, that State development is hopelessly organised and fragmented.
Members of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry invest in development, and they are
saying that the Government is hopeless.
It is true that the total tax collections have gone up by only 4.4 per cent in this Budget;
however, if members looked to another category of the Budget, that is, "departmental fees
etc"., they would see that has gone up from $697.6 million last year to $838.9 million. That
is a massive 20 per cent increase. What are all these "etceteras"? They are in part the
licensing fees for the fishermen in the electorate of the member for Geraldion. The
Government has not increased explicit taxes, but has increased all departmental charges by
an average 20 per cent across the board. It is taxation by stealth; it is a phoney low tax
policy. We must hope for a world pick-up and we must endorse national economic and
taxation reform. At a State level Western Australia must get its act together.
In reading through the WA Advantage and the Social Advantage packages and the Budget
papers, I can see nowhere a strategy for the development of Western Australia. I can see no
clear direction for our economy and neither can local business people or investors. The
1990s is different from the 1980s, which were very different from the 1960s and 1970s. To
get high economic growth two things must happen: We need a clear direction for new
investment and to ensure the confidence exists for that investment to take place. Without
that there will not be strong economic growth. What sort of direction should there be for
new investment in this State? Investors, particularly international investors, look for a clear
direction of development in an economy. Mistakes have been made in the Western
Australian economy in the past by trying to be all things to all people. It is about time that
Western Australia recognised it is a relatively small regional economy. It has immense
natural advantages, but it is small, It will never be all things to all people. It will never be a
small Germany, Britain or United States. It can be a specialist economy which is superb at a
limited number of things. When business people get that direction here and internationally,
Western Australia will start to move forward. That can be done even in the face of soft
commodity prices.
What are our strengths? They are pretty obvious. We have a terrific mining industry and we
all know that we can add a lot of value to the product. We have an agricultural industry
which has not advanced as it should; in relative terms it has languished. Western Australia
has also great opportunities to develop its marine resources. That will not generate much
income in the next 10 years, but perhaps in the next 20 years it will stand as a major export
base of this economy. The role of the Government is not to run around in circles like this
Government does handing out two bob grants and schemes. One company told me that it
would cost $50 000 in presentation costs to apply for a grant of $150 000. Naturally, the
company did not apply for the grant as it was not worth the risk.
Mr Graham: Who was that?
Mr CiJ. I3ARNETT: I will tell the member for Pilbara privately.
State development has all these little schemes, and this Budget is full of new announcements
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of a few thousand dollars for this and $100 000 for that. The role of a State Government is
not to tax everybody and to hand out little bits of what is left over. The role of the State
Government is to give direction, as I have outlined, in the way industry sectors will grow and
which ones will be targeted, to lower the cost of doing business, and also to set out in
particular the infrastructure of the State. That has not happened. This State has no clear plan
for infrastructure investment.
There is no more glaring example than the fiasco of the Collie power station. One of the first
things that interests a prospective investor in value adding in the resource industries is the
price of power. Perhaps more important than the price is the availability and quality of
power. This Government can give no undertaicing on that. It will be difficult to do that for a
number of years because that project has been talked about for four years. The Deputy
Premier is not here, but he had an opportunity for a major value added investment in his own
electorate. Ashton Mining Limited wanted to build a rare earth plant, a medium sized project
representing a $100 million investment; however, the headworks charges for the water and
power connection were $15 million against a $100 million investment. That was the end of
the project in Kalgoorlie. It may go ahead in the member for Avon's electorate. However,
we will never have diversified regional development or investment in downstream
processing until the infrastructure is in place. Liberal and National Party Governments did
that. The Government makes fun of the North West Shelf project and the gas pipeline.
However, that was a major infrastructure development for this State. We would not have had
investment without that pipeline.
There are 67 000 small businesses in this State. If each of those employed one more person,
that would solve the unemployment problem. But where is the incentive for small business
to do that? The Government has done nothing substantial about tax reform or easing the
administrative burden. There are little pieces of grants and help here and there, but they get
to only a fraction of the small business community and do not help it significantly. The best
the Government can do for small business is to encourage growth in the economy. The
economy should be built on export; drawing export income into the economy and circulating
that within Western Australia is the single most important thing that this Government could
do for small business. However, this Government does not have a strategy for achieving
that. More than anything else, including a reduction in the debt burden, it is necessary for the
Government to give a clear signal to the Western Australian community, the Eastern States
and other countries that they can have confidence in the performance and behaviour of the
Government of Western Australia and confidence in the integrity of its Ministers. However,
we have seen nothing to indicate that much has changed in the past couple of years.
We need fundamental financial reform, but there is no commitment for that. Conservative
estimates indicate that if contracts are let out throughout Government we could save
$50 million. Privatisation should be pursued, not for ideological reasons, but for the
efficiencies it can achieve. We have a difference of opinion on privatisation. I believe that,
as part of a State development strategy, it is vital that we have a corporate presence in Perth,
that we have real decision making in Perth and that we have Perth based businesses. Our
approach, therefore, is to privatise 100 per cent and to keep management and decision
nmaking in Perth, not for some corny parochial meason of the 1950s but to ensure that local
businesses award local contracts. If we want to maximise the benefits of the development of
our export base, and our farming, mining and marine resources, we need service industry
contracts to be given to industry in Western Australia because the jobs will appear in the
service industries.
Mr Troy: How do you do it without interfering with the market place?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will give an example by comparing the State Government Insurance
Office and the R & I Bank Ltd. If the Government sold the 100 per cent of the SGIO and put
some sort of legislative golden share in place to keep it as a Western Australian company, it
may be true that it would lose a margin on the sale, but I am not convinced of that. Some
stockbrokers will say it would and some will say it would not. However, the Government
proposes to sell about 40 per cent of the R & I Bank and hold 60 per cent. What sort of
threat to the market is that? It is preferable to sell 100 per cent of it and to keep legislative
control because the possibility of a Government of either persuasion dumping its 60 per cent
is far more threatening to the share price and the capital market than a golden share
arrangement.

4614 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 15 September 1992] 61

Mr Tray: How do we keep the private sector in WA?
Mr C.J. BARNETT': I accept that point. One of rte great tragedies has been the drift of
private sector firms from this State. However, if the Government had a policy direction and
tried a bit of what I call moral suasion, it could get head companies back here and keep them
here. This Government has been unable to do that.
Restoring confidence and integrity in Government and giving direction to investment can
bring about economic growth. However, the distinguishing thing of the 1990s is that, even if
we had growth races of four, five, six or seven per cent, we would not solve our
unemployment problem. If members opposite listen to only one point, they should listen to
that. A seven or eight per cent growth race will not solve a 90 000 unemployment problem.
We will do that only by structural changes to different policies. We must have policies to
ensure that once economic growth is realised it is transferred into job creation. To do that we
must do a number of things. We must reduce the cost of employment. That does not mean
that we must reduce everybody's wages. However, we can start by reducing some of the on-
cost components. For every wage paid, roughly 40 per cent is paid for labour on-costs. Why
not get rid of payroll tax? That would not hurt the workers, but it would bring down the cost
of employment. Why not introduce competition into some of those areas? We also need to
have genuine labour market reform, not to screw down the worker, but to give the worker a
permanent job. That is what itris all about. We also need minimum legislative conditions of
employment, again not to screw down the worker, but to ensure that the whole community
has a fair and reasonable minimum standard.
Our industrial relations system is a relic of the 1940s and 1950s; it is archaic and is
absolutely inconsistent with solving unemployment. Unless Governments of either
persuasion have the guts and the intellect to realise that, to get growth to encourage genuine
market reform in the labour market, we will not solve our unemployment problem. Members
opposice like to make fun of the Fightback WA package. They have called it "Fighrback
junior". We can cop all the jokes. However. I challenge anyone opposite in this debate to
present a development plan for Western Australia. The Government has delivered its
policies, and it does not have one. The Government has no strategy for economic
development in Western Australia. There is an assortment of ideas of varying quality in the
Government's three packages and that is all it has produced.
MR HOUSE (Stirling) [5.08 pm]: When I read the Treasurer's second reading speech on
the Appropriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill, I was disappointed at how little
recognition she gave to agriculture and to the people who live in rural areas who produce a
lot of the wealth of this State. However, it was an improvement on the last two Budget
speeches because neither of those contained one word about agriculture. At least this speech
contained four paragraphs, which was a small recognition of the contribution we, in the
wealth producing areas, make to Western Australia.
Mr Pearce: I thought the people in the bush welcomed the $150 guarantee.
Mr HOUSE: Is the Government going to produce it again this year?
Mr Pearce: We produced that historic guarantee in one of the Budgets that you referred to as
not containing a word about agriculture.
Mr HOUSE: Is the Government going to do it again?
Mr Pearce: It is not necessary this year and you know it..
Mr HOUSE: It is absolutely necessary. I suggest that the Leader of the House go to rural
areas and talk to some of the wheat farmers about what has happened in the international
wheat market in the last week. I have proposed legislation on the Notice Paper which, if
passed, will guarantee a minimum price for wheat. I look forward to the Leader of the House
supporting that legislation when it is dealt with by the Parliament.
Before I get onto agriculture, I want to refer to the unemployment statistics which affect the
region that I represent. These figures indicate that the unemployment rate across the towns I
represent in the lower great southern is between 13 and 14 per cent. One of the most
disappointing aspects of the Federal Budget is its allocation of funds in this area. Although it
allocated funding to the people in those regions, it did so very selectively. For example, the
Town of Albany. with an unemployment rate of 16 per cent, rightly and justly received an
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allocation of $600 000. However, the Shire of Albany with an unemployment rate of
11.5 per cent, the Shire of Denmark with an unemployment rate of 14 percent, and the Shire
of Plantagenet with an unemployment rate of almost 10 per cent, received absolutely
nothing. The lack of funds is not unfair to the shire councils but to the people who live in
those regions in that their plight has not been recognised by the Federal Government. It is a
very inequitable situation for the Federal Government to allocate funds to the Town of
Albany and not to other local authorities in that region, because the people in those other
areas will not be able to get jobs as a result of those special programs. I strongly support the
allocation of those funds generally but I hope the State Government will provide some
support and make representations to the Federal Government to ensure that the funds are
redistributed in a more fair and equitable way. One way to redress the inequity would be to
take some of the $7 million given to the City of Stirling and distribute it throughout the rural
areas of Western Australia. which in total received $5 million, It is very important for the
Government to take up that issue with its Federal colleagues and try to get some of the
money allocated on a more equitable basis.
I turn now to agriculture because it is important in the context of this Budget. I recognise
that agriculture will be one of the springboards by which the State's economy will recover.
The Government should help agriculture because when it prospers, the money derived from
farmers' incomes flows directly to small businesses and provides employment for people not
only in the rural areas but also in the metropolitan area. It is very important that the State
Government should provide some guarantee of minimum prices and some base allocation to
the agricultural industry that will give it the confidence to produce as it has in the past.
Agriculture is not a stop-start industry. Farmers cannot crank up a five million tonne wheat
crop one year and drop it the next year. It does not work that way. A guaranteed minimum
price for wheat is a positive way of making sure farmers have the confidence to plant a crop
in that year which will provide ongoing benefits to the community as a whole. The
Government must consider not just the income to farmers but also the flow-on effect through
business areas and the metropolitan area. That also applies to the potato, vegetable and wool
industries, and any other agricultural industries one could name.
It is interesting to note the current debate on whether there should be a formal potato
marketing authority. Potato growers in this State can be assured that the party I represent
will support an orderly marketing system for their produce. They have the best guaranteed
price of any industry in this State because they regulate the quantity of potatoes grown. One
could not have a better guaranteed minimum price than regulation of the quantity allowed to
be grown. The National Party supports that because growers have the confidence to plant a
crop, knowing that they will get a fair return for their produce. The orderly marketing
system also ensures the supply of produce to the metropolitan area. Nothing could be better
than that system. There is no difference between that system and the pooling of labour by
unions to make sure that they get a guaranteed minimum wage. We do not object to that.
We support that but consider the same privilege must be extended to agricultural industries to
make sure they are fairly protected and are able to row the produce to help create wealth in
this State. The flow-on effect is enormous, and I do not believe the Government understands
the importance of keeping these things in place.
I refer briefly to the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation, which is an arm of
Government established to help primary producers when the going gets rough. In my view,
the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation needs a major overhaul. It has been allocated
an amount of $2.4 million in this Budget, but a large percentage of that is to cover
administrative costs. RAFCOR has now developed to such an extent that it employs 54
people to administer a $2.4 million budget. It must be clear to anyone that the department
needs a major shake-up. Although I believe the money should continue to be allocated to the
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation, the Government should closely examine the
expenditure of it, particularly as so much of it is spent on administration and not in the field
where it should be spent in order to help the producers get over the problems that sometimes
occur in rural industries. Specifically, the woolgrowers of this State are suffering more than
any others in the industry at the moment. Woolgrowers in Western Australia this year will
bank an average of $3 a kilo for their wool. It is not necessary to be an economic specialist
to work out that the average farmer with a flock of 5 000 sheep, and an average sheep yield
of five kilos of wool, will run on a gross budget of $75 000. However, after deducting the
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shearing. fertiliser, fuel, insurance and other costs that farmers must pay in order to keep
their flocks running, most will run another deficit budget this year.
Mr Pearce: Is that the outcome of a fanner minimum price scheme?
Mr HOUSE: No, it is the outcome of procrastination by a Federal Labor Minister for
Primary Industries and Energy who sat on his hands for so long that he could not make a
decision until the industry was in such deep trouble it had difficulty getting out of it. If John
Kerin, as Federal Minister for Primary Industries and Energy, had made hardi and quick
decisions and stuck by the initial decision when he said unequivocally that he would reduce
the minimum price but that would be the bottom line and never reduced, the problem would
not have arisen. However, he went to Europe and consulted the buyers about accepting a
lower price. That destroyed the wool industry and we are paying the price for that indecision
by John Kerin. We will continue to pay for it for another two or three years. It was not just
the inaction of the people who administered the guaranteed minimum price. I am the first to
acknowledge that mistakes were made by them, just as mistakes were made by other people
in business and industry in Australia and overseas during the boom times. As the Leader of
the National Party has said, this State Government also made some mistakes at that time
which I am sure the Leader of the House will acknowledge.
Mr Pearce: Anybody in favour of minimum price schemes might look carefully at what
happened in the wool industry.
Mr HOUSE: Absolutely, and I am explaining what can happen when a Minister fails to
make sensible decisions. The Leader of the House has been a member of the Cabinet during
the time this Government has made decisions which he would perhaps prefer not to become
public knowledge. We shall know about those matters when the Royal Commission report is
released in another month.
Mr Graham: Did you see the statistics today?
Mr HOUSE: Relating to what?
Mr Graham: Statistics nationally that show the manufacturing industry has now passed the
agricultural industry.
Mr HOUSE: I am very pleased about that.
Mr Graham: The serious problem you have when pushing your agriculture line is that it is a
declining industry.
Mr HOUSE: Not at all, because many of those manufacturing industries would not exist if
the agricultural industry were not underpinning them. That is a very important point. I am
pleased that the member for Pilbara raised it because in his electorate are woolgrowers, who I
am sure he visits from time to time, and who I am equally sure feel the pain felt by all
woolgrowers in this State at the moment.
I turn to an instance where this Government could have assisted people in my electorate. It
relates to the closure of the Whittakers Ltd sawmill at Denmark. Timber is allocated to
certain companies in this State by the Minister for the Environment and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, either on a contractual or tender basis. That timber
resource belongs to the people of this State. Having been allocated that timber resource.
Whittakers decided to process the whole of it at Greenbushes instead of at both Greenbushes
and Denmark as it had done previously. The Government should have stepped in and said to
the company that it had allocated the resource on behalf of the people of Western Australia,
that some of those people lived, worked and had their jobs in Denmark. and therefore the
company could not continue to access that resource unless it processed part of it in Denmark.
However, the Government was not prepared to do that. It was incorrect in that approach. It
should have stepped in and made the company continue to process that timber in Denmark.
The closure of the Denmark mill had a serious impact on that community, causing about 54
people to lose their jobs. That has had an ongoing effect on the economy of the town
because of the severe loss of wages involved. It was the Government's direct responsibility
to hold discussions with the company in an attempt to convince it that its facility should be
maintained in Denmark. It did not do that despite the Premier's indication in her Budget
speech that the Budget was all about providing jobs. A few of the people in Denmark took
up the option of working in Greenbushes. This has caused great dislocation to their families
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because they have to travel a great distance to and from work. When the Government
allocates resources it should do so under more restrictive conditions, one being that the
resource in question be processed in a way that results in employment opportunities and an
ongoing maintenance of the economy in certain areas of the State. That should have been
done when the decision was made by Whittakers to shift the work of the Denmark mill to the
Greenbushes mil.
Mr Pearce: You are the last socialist. What does that do to the efficiency of the company?
If the Government had done that it would have sent Whittakers broke, and you know it!
Mr HOUSE: I do not think that was the case at all.
Mr Pearce: It was the case.
Mr HOUSE: Did the Minister have discussion with the company about its decision?
Mr Pearce: I have had discussions with Whittakers over a range of decisions the company
has made over a year or two because of its financial situation. The company advised me of
its decision and the reasons for it in some detail. I was not a party to the decision making.
Had I sought to insist that Whittakers keep the Denmark mill open to maintain employment
there, which I would have liked to do, it would have sent the company over the edge. There
must be a capacity for companies to manage their own efficiency.
Mr HOUSE: I do not agree with the Minister. At no stage were those figures made public.
In Alan Birchmoie's representations to the mill workers through Peter George, one of his
executives, and to me, his figures jumped all over the place; he went from a break even
situation to one of losing $500 000 and then $1 million. No-one could pin him down. I am
sure the Minister will agree that at no stage did he produce a balance sheet that indicated that
the mill was running at the loss he said it was running at. Did he ever give one to the
Minister?
Mr Pearce: No.
Mr HOUSE: And he never gave one to anyone else.
Mr Pearce: I have been dealing with Whittakers' financial situation for some time and I
know that the company has a lot of troubles.
Mr HOUSE: Surely the company has the responsibility when using a public resource to
explain what is happening in detail to the Minister of the day; that is, the Minister sitting
opposite. However, the Minister says he was not given a balance sheet.
Mr Pearce: The member is saying that when the Government allocates a timber resource it
should insist that resource be processed in the area from which it comes. I am not saying that
that is not a respectable position; however, it is fundamentally a socialist position and one
that should be adopted by the Government rather than a National Party member, who is
saying we should not worry about the efficiency of the company but make the decision on
the basis of social equity. He is on the wrong side of.the House to advance that argument.
Mr Cowan: So we should send all our products overseas to be value added, should we?
Mr Pearce: Not at all. In order to meet the value adding requirement a greater investment in
the mill was required.
Mr HOUSE: T1he fact is that the mill workers and some members of the management put
forward a package which showed that the mill could run at a profit. I have seen that package
and respect the judgment of those who prepared it. If they could run that mill at a profit I am
sure that the company could have done the same thing had it wished to do so. The point is
that the company gave its workers four weeks' notice of which one week was off and three
weeks were on. During that time they had to make a decision on their futre. Some of the
people involved had worked at that mill for 26 years.
That was one of the toughest social decisions I have ever seen a company make in my life.
The Minister should have stepped in and said to the company, "This is not fair! You cannot
say to people after 26 years that they are going in four weeks' time and dislocate their whole
lives." It is my view that the Moinister should have sat down with company representatives
and gone through its budget carefully, because if the mill workers could, as they have
indicated, run that mill profitably, then I am sure Whittakers could do the same thing.
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However, the company can make a greater profit by relocating the Denmark mill work to
Greenbushes and working a double shift in a very dangerous industry. Some of the people
froim Denmark were offered jobs on the night shift. The company should not be able to
escape its responsibility in this mailer.
Mr Pearce: The member is not much of a private enterprise proponent if he is adopting that
position. That is not the type of enterprise position members opposite usually claim they
adopt.
Mr HOUSE: I do not need the Minister to tell me about private enterprise positions. I have
been in private enterprise all my life, unlike the Minister, who made his living by drawing a
cheque from the Government after he left university. I went out into the world and made my
living by running a business very profitably, one I still run very profitably, so I know what I
am talking about.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 730 pm

Mr HOUSE: I have just been out to the steps of Parliament House with the Minister for
Police, Hon Graham Edwards, and the Opposition spokesman for police, Hon George Cash,
to receive a petition from the State Emergency Service indicating its displeasure at the
funding cuts in the Budget. If any group in our community deserves support and
acknowledgment it is the SES, particularly for the work it does in rural areas. I acknowledge
the work of the SF5 in my electorate. Recently, a school teacher who took a group of
students from Cranbrook on an excursion through the Stirling Ranges was pinned by a large
rock which had slipped. He was rescued by SES members from the surrounding
communities. They did a magnificent job of rescuing him after a night's work and returning
the children safely to the town. Members should acknowledge that the SES deserves to be
funded properly and the group can be assured that a coalition Government will make certain
that the group is adequately funded and supported for the work it does. There are few paid
executives in that group; the majority are volunteers and they do a marvellous job.
I am also concerned at the Government's decision to charge school children in parts of the
Albany region for the use of school buses; that is, children who now have access to the
normal free country bus service. About 700 children are affected by that decision. At $1 a
day, 500 each way to and from school, that will result in a weekly increase in revenue of
about $3 500 to the Government. After 40 or so school weeks about $120 000 will be picked
up by the Government. That is a complete change in policy because many of those people
live 10 or 11 ilometres from their nearest school and in the past it has been the
Government's responsibility to get those children to school. I raise this issue in the context
of the Budget because I think it is a miserable decision. The Budget contains a number of
items for transport, including the allocations for Transperth and the new northern train
service. These are services which I acknowledge the Government has a responsibility to
fund, but it is miserable for the Government to then go back to the people in a small rural
town, and pick off other communities one by one, in an effort to save a few dollars. That
will have a great effect on many people. For example, if one had four children travelling to
school on those buses and had to find $1 a day for each child, that would amount to $20 a
week which, for an avenage family at this time, is a considerable expenditure. The
Government should reverse that decision. I will speak more about this issue during the
grievance debate tomorrow.
One significant omission from this year's State Budget was the requested funding for the
Denmark Agricultural College. That college has performed well over the past couple of
years enrolments have increased and the standard of education has improved out of sight.
The young men and women at the college are gaining a first class education in agriculture
and its subsidiary industries. If that college is to be kept open it will be necessary to increase
the number of available places by increasing the dormitory sizes, particularly in the
accommodation for women. The college became coeducational a couple of years ago and
the facilities for the women are not as good as they should be. I was disappointed that the
Government did not increase the allocation for the Denmark Agricultural College to enable
those facilities to be built. Anybody who has visited the college would acknowledge that the
standard of education and work done by the teachers and farm staff at the college is first
class, but that the facilities in which they work are second rate and need to be upgraded. I
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give them an assurance that in next year's Budget under a coalition Government their work
will be acknowledged by an increase in funding that will recognise their place in the
Denmark community and in the system of agricultural education. They have a very
important pant to play. In fairness. I also acknowledge that there have been a number of
initiatives by the Government in the area that I represent. The Government has increased
funding to some of the schools which I visit regularly. I appreciate that, and I commend the
Minister for Education for making that finance available.
I turn to the legislation covering guarantors for bank loans and loans from lending
institutions, It has been a practice in this State for some time for banks and other lending
institutions to protect their indemnity by requiring a guarantor for some loans. I have
recently seen a number of examples of banks exercising their right to call in a guarantee. In
other words, a business or individual has been unable to make repayments on a loan so it has
been called up. That has placed a severe impost on the guarantor. I acknowledge that people
become guarantors voluntarily. However, it is difficult for a parent whose child wishes to
start a small business and who goes to the bank to get a loan not to become guarantor. The
costs of establishing a business, combined with the banks' exorbitant fees and charges, are
considerable and so lenders seek a guarantee from a third party.
Banks make a commercial decision when they lend money. T1hey back the lending of that
money to a business or person and take their pound of flesh by way of interest, which in
today's terms is about double the rate they are getting on deposit. The banks therefore have a
sufficient margin to absorb any bad debts. This legislation should be changed and banks and
lending institutions should no longer be able to require personal guarantees from people
outside the immediate lending sphere. The Credit Act, under which those guarantees are
taken, is, and has been, a severe impost on a number of people in my electorate. In fact, a
couple of those people will lose their homes in their retirement years as a result of being
guarantors in such situations. It is all right for people to say that they should not have been
guarantors, but it is difficult to refuse a child or close relative who requires a guarantor.
Banks have sufficient knowledge when making loans, and take a sufficient pound of flesh by
way of interest, to cover that situation.
I turn to the new superannuation legislation imposed by the Federal Government and the way
it operates in rural areas. This legislation imposes a particular disadvantage on people who
work on a casual basis, including shearers, shed hands and people who work for farms and
small businesses on a seasonal basis. The amount of money being taken compulsorily from
those wage earners by their employers for payment into funds is not returning anything to
those people. I cannot understand how the Federal Government can make out a case
substantiating its actions regarding superannuation payments. When one looks at the fees
and charges associated with such funds it is hard to imagine how those funds will be able to
make payments at the end of the day.
I will give an example supplied to me by a man who recently lost his job as a result of the
closure of the Denmark sawmill. I have his permission to quote his name which is Swallow.
Mr Swallow had paid $506 into a fund during the year. By some strange coincidence the
taxes, charges and fees of the insurance company administering that fund came to $506 for
the year. It seems extraordinary that that was the case. I have a document outlining all the
costs such as administration costs, charges and taxes which add up to the exact amount
contributed to the fund. If we are truly to have a superannuation fund in this country that
benefits wage earners then surely something will have to be done to contain the costs
imposed by the companies administering those funds.
It is no good the Government's legislating to force people to contribute to such funds if it has
no control over the companies administering them. If this is any example of what happens,
which I believe it is, then many people will be severely disadvantaged and disappointed
when they reach their old age only to find that the contributions made on their behalf have
been eroded by taxes, charges and other costs. This fellow would not have known what had
happened except that his job was terminated. The company was forced to give him a
statement of his assets in the fund on termination of his employment, and the fees
mysteriously were the same as the amount he had contributed resulting in a zero balance.
The State Government should apply to the Federal Government to rectify that position.
Finally I turn to the actions of the Department of Occupational, Health Safety and Welfare. I
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am sorry the relevant Minister is not in the House at present. The Act under which
DOHSWA operates passed through this Parliament about two years ago. During the two
years since then the department has been picking up the pace relating to industry and
business. It has suddenly moved into the rural sector. When it moved into that sector it
found that hardly anything complied with its requirements. Simple pieces of equipment that
farmers have been using for many years are now being ruled unsafe. That is simple in itself,
but if one has an employee who is allowed to use that equipment after it is branded unsafe by
DOHS WA, and an accident occurs, then one is liable for damages.
An example of what I am saying is the hay forks which are attached to tractors to shift large,
round bales of hay. If one cannot get an approval stamp for those forks then they cannot be
used. However, the forks cannot be tested under DOHSWA's directions because of the
weight they have to carry and no-one in Western Australia can carry out the tests. Therefore,
as the forks cannot be stamped they cannot be used by an employee because one becomes
liable if they have an accident. That action is crazy! I do not know how the Government
funds DOHSWA. However, I know that some of DOHSWA's officials who are city based
but go into the country have recently been involved in a number of car accidents. The
administration of the department became concerned about the number of car accidents
involving its officers and applied to the administrative head for a special allocation for these
people to do an advanced driving course so that they could better handle driving on country
roads. I have been informed that the Government refused the request. That is a simple
example of the sort of thing that both they and we are up against.
Rural people do not have the extra finance to meet the stringent conditions being imposed on
them. I defy any official from a so called safety organisation to tell me how to make a
shearing shed safe when five hand pieces are working in a full shed of 10 or 12 men working
in conditions they know and understand. In fact, the number of accidents in shearing sheds is
very low, but it would be absolutely impossible to bring the equipment to the standard to
which DOHSWA wants it to be bmought. Theft will be far reaching consequences for the
rural community unless someone can get to the officials of DOHSWA and explain to them a
bit more about agriculture and farming and the way that small business works in rural areas,
because it is impossible for it to comply with the provisions that are being imposed on it. I
urge the Minister for Consumer Affairs, within whose portfolio this area falls, to discuss with
the people administering this legislation just how they can come to some compromise about
the way that it is working in rural areas. I assure the Minister that my colleagues and I will
be prepared to assist with those discussion in order to come up with an acceptable formula.
None of us is advocating that dangerous equipment be used, but commonsense must be
applied to how that equipment is used in rural areas.
Once again, the rural areas of Western Australia have been neglected by this Government.
There is certainly room for a greater allocation of funding in rural areas than has been made.
There ame many examples of schools, roads, hospitals and basic facilities that require
additional funding. The fact that there are not as many people in the country as there are in
the city is only a consequence of Government policy, which tends to want to centralise
everything. It is not a consequence that people in rural areas should have to bear. They
deserve adequate facilities, just as do people who live in more populated areas. I hope the
Government will recognise that and allocate its priorities on the basis that those people are
entitled to receive fair and equitable funding in this State Budget.
MRS EDWAROES (Kingsley) [7.52 pm]: I am pleased to speak on the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill. This State's Budget has become almost meaningless, not
just to people in this House but also to people outside this place, because it does not tell us
exactly what will be spent and where it will be spent. The Budget can no longer be taken as
a guide to this Labor Government's expenditure because when we come to the following
financial year's Budget, we find out about all the under-expenditure that has occurred. Last
year. the Treasurer announced that so many millions of dollars would be spent on capital
works, yet when we compare last year's vote with the actual amount spent we see that a
whopping 27 per cent, or $210 million, was not spent. We have become very cynical about
the Government's announcements about capital works expenditure because for the last three
years it has not spent the money that it said it would spend.
Another reason that the Budget has become meaningless is that the structure of departments
is constantly changing. Three years ago, the portfolio of Women's Interests was the
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responsibility of the Premier, and camne under the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet. We
now have a Minister for Women's Interests. There has been a lot of reshuffling of
departments, which makes comparisons between departments from year to year fairly
meaningless.
In looking at the departure in the Budget from standard accounting practices, we need look
only at what is included in the capital works budget. An article in The West Australian stated
that the Director of the Institute of Public Affairs, Dr Mike Nahan, complained that a range
of items such as office partitioning, building maintenance, architectural fees, furniture and
industrial incentive payments were all included as borrowings in the capital works budget,
when in previous years they were in the day to day accounts. In all of the other States, those
items are included in recurrent expenditure. The Treasurer stated that the State's borrowings
will benefit society by providing sustainable growth and jobs, but those sorts of items will
not provide lang-lasting benefits for Western Australians. Again, the Budget is meaningless.
I can only repeat what a journalist wrote in The West Australian on 2 September 1992;
namely, that taxpayers must either accept that the Budget planning exercise is hardly worth
the effort, or that politics saw last year's job creating held over for this year's pre-election
Budget. Perhaps that is the case. Perhaps the under-expenditure is being used for pre-
election purposes this year to buy votes.
When we get into Government, we will need to engage professional auditors to work with
Treasury and Government departments to try to ascertain what is really contained within the
Budget papers and how the accounting tricks of the Treasurer have been able to hide the fact
that billions of dollars have been put into failed business investments and that hidden in
borrowings or capital works expenditure is a wide range of items which should be part of
recurrent expenditure. We have seen gross deception over the last three Budgets because
comparisons between Government departments have become meaningless. The whole
Budget exercise has become an absolute waste.
The Treasurer stated on 2 September that the Government looked at the revenue and decided
that is had to live within it. The Treasurer then turned around and stated, "I will borrow an
extra $482 million this year for capital works projects"; and that includes the recurrent
expenditure. That is absolute deception in respect of how this Government will spend
taxpayers' money. When we look at the $210 million which was underspens last year. plus
the borrowings this year, we are really looking at $1 billion, which will possibly be used to
buy election votes. I am quite concerned about the glossy brochures and posters and the
blatant electioneering that is being done with taxpayers' money. The Government has been
spending money on bus trips to show people the new northern suburbs railway. That railway
is not operating yet, but the Government has stated that by 20 December it will run a few
trains on that railway line - not during the peak periods when people need them, but just over
the four week period when the writs will be issued so that people can see that a few trains are
running along the northern suburbs railway.
Mr Ripper: Do you oppose those trains?
Mrs EDWARDES: I oppose the bus trips to take people to see the railway. The reason I
oppose it is that in my electorate there are families which do not have enough money to
provide bread and milk for their children. Their children ame going to school without lunch.
People in the community are hurting. They need money in their pockets to buy food for their
tables and to provide for their children so that their children are not put at risk. That is the
reason I oppose people going to look at pretty trains, because in fact the pretty trains are not
even there yet. It is blatant electioneering, where the Government is saying, "Look at what
we will do for you. Just wait a bit longer." That is the reason I oppose it.
I want to talk about small business. Small business is dependent upon growth in other
industries. Rarely are they export industries. Many factors impact greatly on costs for small
business and prevent the employment of additional people. Two such costs are labour and
incidentals, and others are payroll tax, superannuation, and the training levy, If we were able
to reduce the costs imposed on small business, more people could be employed. It would be
a simple exercise. We should reduce costs on small businesses so that the funds could
perhaps be used to employ one more person.
Recently I received a fax from a businessman who was upset about the extra Government
levies in the form of payroll costs both directly and indirectly. He said that based on the
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1992 figures to the year 2002 when the superannuation levy will be applied to the full
nine per cent, with payroll tax at 4.9 per cent and the training levy at two per cent, the total
cost to him would be 15.9 per cent of his payroll. In 1991-92 his payroll amounted to
$1.2 million, so he employs a fair number of people. The 15.9 per cent amounts to
$190 800 - that is, $3 669 a week - which equates to 6.5 senior staff or 10 to 12 junior staff.
That does not take into account annual leave loading, sick pay, long service leave, workers'
compensation or site allowance. If he did not have to pay superannuation, payroll tax or the
training levy he could employ an additional 10 to 12 juniors or 6.5 seniors. This is a very
important aspect because many people are looking for jobs - far more than the Government
would care to admit or anticipate. Perhaps the Government is too busy at the moment with
its glossy brochures and blatant electioneering with taxpayers' money, and cannot stop to
listen to people or understand their position.
A 58 year old man came to my office the other day and said that he had always been
employed, but has not been for the past 18 months. I discussed with him what he had been
doing for the past 18 months. He goes to the Commonwealth Employment Service office
every day. lHe is losing his self esteem and his confidence but still he goes to the CES office
every day. He was employed in the building trade. He said that during the past 18 months
not one building job, contract or labour, had been available. He is 58 years old, and we must
remember that the EEO legislation introduced in this place deals with age discrimination.
That Bill has been withdrawn; so far, it has not been introuced again. That legislation
proposes to abolish age discrimination, but it has not gone through. That gentleman told me
that the jobs on the CES board all specify an age. Nobody wants a 58 year old man; it does
not matter how well he is experienced or how he was able to manage people or companies in
the past. His training or skills do not matter. No-one wants a 58 year old, even though he is
still physically and mentally fit and capable of doing a specialised job. He applied for one
job and was told that the firm did not take on anyone over the age of 50. He was told that the
CES should not have sent him for that reason. Equal employment opportunity legislation is
necessary because the boards at the CES reflect age discrimination in the community. This
man asked me to ask the Minister for Housing about what happened with the creation of jobs
supposedly flowing from last year's Budget with an increased number of homes proposed to
be built by Homeswest. In 18 months he has not seen any jobs for which he could apply. He
went to a Homeswest site in the Mirrabooka area, not far from my office. He lives in the
electorate. Horneswest is building units around the corner and he spoke with the man in
charge who said that he was sorry but because the applicant was 58 years old he could not be
offered a job. His skills did not matter, and what he was prepared to do did not matter either.
He was 58. That is age discrimination. He brought to me a copy of a job advertisement
supporting his claim that many jobs are nonsense jobs. This one took the cake. The position
was for an indoor cricket umpire for one game or four games a night at $10 a game. The
applicant needed his own transport; should be fully qualified; keen and courageous. The age
was "open', but it was not open. It is still age discrimination. This is the sort of job
advertisement at the CES. The person had to stay the whole night to try to make $10. Any
person taking that job would spend more on petrol getting to the job than he would earn.
The greatest losses suffered as a result of the recession are experienced by young people who
waste their lives waiting for a job. Over the past couple of years we have heard the
Government encouraging young people to stay at school beyond years I1I and 12. Recently,
we had a push for young people to go to TAFE. We heard the Minister's announcement this
year about other options. The Minister said that young people should not necessarily
consider university applications; they should think about TAFE. However, we all remember
the very long queues at TAPE at the beginning of the year. Many young people could not
get into courses; some who got in found they had to do one subject at Midland, one at Balga,
and another at Carine. They could not study all units at one college. These people travel all
over the metropolitan area because TAPE was not equipped to handle the situation and could
not cope with the number of young people who wanted to get a job and who were looking at
gaining extra skills or training. It is very disruptive to mislead young people by encouraging
them to think that if they cannot get into university they should go to TAFE because TAPE
will provide the answer. There are not enough places at TAPE for these young people.
Mr Thompson: Is the member await of the current situation in respect of university
graduates in this State?
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Mrs EDWARDES: It is not good.
Mr Thompson: In Government, what do you propose to do to provide employment for the
university graduates who cannot get jobs? About 50 per cent of those graduates are
unemployed.
Mrs EDWARDES: Development in this State will create long-term, sustainable jobs, and
those people will play a major part in this Stare.
Mr Read: What about Port Kennedy?
Mrs EDWARDES: The member should not talk to me about that, or about other agreements.
With every agreement made by the Government, whether relating to the Swan Brewery or to
Port Kennedy, the developer reaps the benefits because most of the agreements are highly
prejudicial to the State. We will continue to raise the Government's ineptness in gaining
agreements for the good of the State - not merely for the good of the developer. The member
should not talk to me about those types of agreements.
I return to the effects on the unemployed. All the studies show that people in the under 25
age group are most affected by the lack of activity as a result of unemployment. Their health
and general psychological wellbeing is affected, and that is demonstrated by feelings of
rejection and depression and the deterioration of health and the lie. All those negative
effects of unemployment were set out in the Jordan report. One of the major concerns raised
with the Select Committee on Youth Affairs was that the under 25 age group was most at
risk from suicide. This Government is not providing incentives for businesses in the
community to employ people and its policies are increasing the number of people who will
suffer from the effects of unemployment. More people will commit crimes. On many
occasions I have referred to statistics on the number of offences committed in the suburb of
Kingsley - not the electorate of Kingsley. The latest figures for July 1992 indicate that 99
offences were committed; the progressive total for the year is 567. The figure for the same
period last year was 57 offences and the progressive total in July last year was 336. In that
period offences 'increased by 231 and in percentage terms that is enormous. What effect is
that having on the unemployed and particularly unemployed youth? I keep a statistical
record of the number and type of calls made to my office and a substantial proportion of calls
relate to juvenile crime. That is understandable when one considers the huge increase in the
number of offences in the suburb of Kingsley.
The problem has two sides: To help those in need and to protect the community. The
Budget papers did not provide for extra police to protect the community. Although we are
aware from media reports that 75 police cadets and sonic recruits will be going into three
schools in 1992-93 that will not really help those people in Kingsley when one considers the
effects of unemployment such as an increase in crime. The other side of the problem relates
to where the money is going and whether it is helping people who are most in need. I
received a letter from Brian Gordon, Director of the Perth City Mission, who was concerned
that the money was not going to where it is needed and that funds are going towards blatant
electioneering and glossy brochures. Mr Gordon stated -

Through the Mission we provide emergency relief to families in financial crisis; crisis
accommodation and support to families and young people who are homeless or at risk
of becoming homeless; education and job training programmes to young people in
the school system and to those who have left school and are unemployed;
programmes for young people with serious substance abuse problems.

The Perth City Mission is in a position to see the direct impacts of the economic recession
and other social issues affecting individuals in the community. Mr Gordon goes on to say
something which the Jordan report also mentioned -

The experience of losing one's job does not move individuals to public outrage as we
saw with the recent justice rallies.

He said that the unemployed withdraw and find it very difficult to seek assistance until they
had exhausted all their resources. I have found that very much the case in the electorate of
Kingsley. Many unemployed people have never been unemployed before; they are used to
providing for their families. The first thing they do is to close their doors, fold their arms,
and believe that the problem is not theirs. Many use up all their resources before they seek
assistance and many of them do not know where they can go to seek assistance. It is quite
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sad to see. By putting families into this position the Government is placing children at risk.
Mr Gordon wanted this Budget to consider the real needs of chose in the community who are
bearing the burden. H-e said -

The Social Advantage Package, which was recently released by the government, has
a range of initiatives which aim to improve individuals' quality of life through
prevention and community involvement. What needs to be remembered is that for
the most vulnerable and poor members of our community, their immediate concern is
to address their acute financial, medical, health, and housing needs. Without this they
are not in a position to either benefit from or participate in improving their local
community.

I highlighted the fact that the Government plans to spend half a million dollars on a
community education campaign on the value of children. The newspapers claimed that I was
against the programs that would benefit from the campaign such as child abuse, sexual abuse
and juvenile delinquency. I support programs that help juvenile delinquents, child and
sexual abuse victims, but I do not see that a half a million dollar campaign to promote the
value of children will reach those families.
Mr Ripper: Have you accepted my invitation for a briefing on the campaign to see what it is
about?
Mrs EDWARDES: I am not sure if I have done that. The Social Advantage document states
that the Government will fund a community education campaign on the value of children;
that the range of pressures on family life can lead to the needs of children being overlooked
and their views being misunderstood; and that children need a high level of self-esteem if
they are to reach their potential in adult life. We all accept that as being a nice statement, but
whom will that half a million dollars target? Upon whose values will that judgment be
made? Will Aboriginal families also be targeted? Although everybody supports programs to
combat child sexual abuse, juvenile crime and truancy, this money will not be directed at
dysfunctional families. This Government is talking about a community education campaign
on the value of children. One of the glossy brochures produced by this Government called
"Putting Families First" highlighted the fact that four out of five children under the age of 15
lived with both their natural parents; more than 16 per cent of families with dependent
children were single parent families and nine out of 10 of those were headed by women. It is
those sorts of families which were highlighted as having the potential for children to be at
risk, where there is some form of family dysfunction to which money should be directed.
The sorts of families with which the Perth City Mission is dealing need the funding directly.
They do not need to be told through glossy brochures and wonderful campaign launches that
they should value children and chat they should make sure that families feel better about
looking after their children.
Mr Ripper: Go to the briefing and you will see it is a comprehensive strategy which includes
a community based program to provide assistance from which all families can benefit from
an increase in society's valuing of children.
Mrs EDWARDES: The Perth City Mission said that we should be investing in the future
now and that we should be giving support to the families that need it most. We should be
giving it to children who are at risk and to those families that are experiencing social
disruption because of a range of factors highlighted by the Select Committee into Youth
Affairs. These include domestic violence, including physical, emotional and sexual abuse,
poverty, hunger and neglect. We should be directing attention to those sorts of issues but at
the grass roots so that families get support now.
A woman with a 13 year old son who is regarded as disabled came to see me. The son is
able to attend mainstream education. He still lives at home and his mother is a single parent
with a younger daughter. That mother is not eligible to receive any sort of support, either
through the local council, the State Governmn rt or the Federal Government unless she puts
her son in a home. This young boy got into trouble with the law and because that was
regarded as being caused by social problems and not because of his disability, his mother
was not entitled to any funding whatsoever to support her through that crucial time; it is
continuing nine months later. That is outrageous. What will happen is that the 13 year old
will be put into an institution or respite care and will take funding from another source when
other kids who are in greater need will miss out. This child is wanted at home and wants to
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stay at home. He can be looked after and is able to attend mainstream education. He has no
need for institutional care. Apparently the Department for Community Services officer gave
the mother a list of institutions which she could ring. He gave it to a woman who does not
want to put her son into any formi of care but who needs support to look after the child at
home! He told her to find out where she could place her son. That is the sont of advice that
is given to these people. That 13 year old may eventually go off the rails and the daughter
will see the care and attention that her elder brother is getting and will decide she wants a
little for herself. She is coming into puberty and will also suffer from the lack of support for
this family. All of that may happen if mum does not have a mental breakdown in the
meantime.
That is one family that does not meet the criteria laid down by the Government for support
for people in need. This program is available only to families at large rather than directing
scarce resources to those dysfunctional families with children at risk now. The Perth City
Mission, the Select Committee into Youth Affairs and I say that it is an absolute waste of
money if that half a million dollars is not given to families who are most in need.
The next issue that I wish to raise is law and justice. It was brought to my attention a couple
of days ago that this Government is tryig to improve access to the justice system. That can
occur in many small ways, but it impacts on people and the Government is aware of that
impact. Recently the Government increased the District Court fee from $250 to $265, more
than the inflation rate which the Treasurer said increases in charges would not exceed. More
than that, there was no consultation with the profession and no consideration was given to
those on whom it would impact. Members may remember that the jurisdiction of the District
Court is being increased and some of the case work is being shifted from the District Court to
the Local Court. Therefore, when we make decisions in this place we must consider the
impact of those decisions on the community. The increase from $250 to $265 will make it
impossible for people to take some matters to court when we are trying to increase access to
the justice system.
I am not sure also whether all members are aware that a litigation assistance fund has been
established and is being operated by the Law Society of Western Australia. It is working
well on limited funds. However, it does not apply to criminal or family law matters, but only
to civil matters whereby people who pass a means test and a merit test will be eligible for
assistance. Constituents who are refused legal aid and who believe they have a valid case
will be able to apply to the Law Society for assistance from the litigation assistance fund.
As I said earlier, the Treasurer said that charges will not increase by more than the inflation
rate. However, when the new charges for motor vehicle licences and inspections were
released, my office received a number of complaints. Inspection charges for motor vehicles
have increased from $17 in 1989 to $25 in 1990, $36 in 1991, and $40 in 1992. Dealers
whose cars are checked in bulk have to pay $10 per car where previously they paid nothing.
Those increases are more than the inflation rate. The registration fee for a Holden
Commodore has increased from $248 in 1991 to $299 in 1992. Registration fees for a station
wagon have increased from $239 in 1991 to $289 in 1992. In 1991 it cost $201 to register a
Toyota Corona and it now costs $249. So much for the Treasurer's statement that increases
in taxes and charges will be kept below the rate of inflation. That has not been lost on those
people who have to pay increased licence and registration fees.
I referred earlier to the number of complaints and the types of issues and concerns about
which people come to my office. Tonight I have tried to give the House a combination of all
of those concerns. High on people's list when they ring my office is unemployment and the
problems that the unemployed and their families have to come to grips with. This is a new
condition for many of those families. I spoke earlier about some of those families sending
their children to school without lunches, not on one day, but on two or three days of the
week, and of vigilant teachers who pick that up and give support- Many of these families do
not know who they should approach for assistance.
Concern about law and order and juvenile crime is another of the major issues about which
people call my office. They believe that not enough is being done to support juveniles and to
prevent them from becoming involved in crime, and also that the Government is not
responding to the increasing level of crime in their areas.
The other major problem which is brought to my notice is lack of support for families that
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have children with disabilities. Many are seeking assistance in the form of improved
services, and more support from the Government in a range of areas. In particular, extra
support is needed for children with specific learning difficulties in the school environment
and especially those highlighted in preprimiary and years 1, 2 and 3 of primary school. if the
problem is recognised and dealt with at a young age many of these children can be far more
effective members of the community. The problems arise if their condition is not diagnosed
and these children are regarded as merely disruptive. They do not participate in the
classroom and the more they do not learn, the more they think they are stupid and they get
further behind. Their condition needs to be recognised and they need to be supported in
different ways. Their problem may be caused by lack of coordination between their brains
and fingertips so that they cannot write down all the teacher's instructions. In that case, a
typewriter for their use in the classroom can be of great assistance. Some families cannot
afford to pay for typewriters but they have proved to be of significant support to some
children and have enabled them to participate more fully in classroom activities.
A further issue I raise is one that has been raised in this House on many occasions, and it is
constantly a matter of concern to people in my electorate; that is, the health system and
patients who are waiting to be allocated beds in public hospitals. One father contacted me to
say his daughter had been diagnosed as having a lump in her breast, and she and her
specialist were most concerned because they did not know how serious her condition was.
She had been told that it would be another four months before a bed was available for her in
a public hospital, and that is most distressing and could aggravate her condition. I was
contacted by another gentleman who has an aneurism 7.8 cm large. That is a serious
condition because once aneurisms reach 4 cm. in size they grow at a faster rate. Therefore,
the management of his condition is quite serious. His condition is further aggravated
because he is in his early fifties, has had a triple bypass operation, and has high blood
pressure along with a number of other problems. He has been on the waiting list for a bed in
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital since I April this year, and the hospital cannot tell either him
or his doctor when a bed is likely to be available. It is a very difficult situation. He does not
have private health insurance, If he thought it would be another six or seven months before
he could be operated on, he would be prepared to mortgage his house. In fact, he was
seriously considering doing that because he and his wife do not believe they have time on
their side and cannot afford to wait for a public hospital bed to become available. The public
health system may very well have failed them and it may be necessary for them to mortgage
their home in order to pay for the operation to be carried out privately to deal with this life
threatening situation. People having difficulty getting beds in public hospitals are usually
very distressed and anxious, they cannot understand why the system is treating them as it is,
and they feel badly done by. Not only are the patients concerned for themselves, but also for
their families.
The issues I have raised of unemployment, law and order and the health system probably
apply to the whole metropolitan area, if not the State. The Government is wrong in the way
it allocates its funds to some projects and schemes, and for spending such a large amount on
mothering week. It should be called parenting week rather than mothering week. The
Government is spending $500 000 to tell us how to value our children. That is an awful
waste of money, as are the bus rides up and down the railway line. It is blatant
electioneering in a pre-election year with taxpayers' money. The worst part is that it is
borrowed taxpayers' money and, therefore, we shall all pay for it for many years to come.
MR BLOFFWITCH (Geraldton) [8.36 pm]: In my contribution to the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill I firstly note that, despite the fact that the Government
claims it will not increase taxes and charges by any substantial amount, the actual revenue
the Government will receive from total taxation has risen, as the member for Cottesloe
pointed out, by 20 per cent. I pose the question: If that has risen by 20 per cent, how can we
believe the Treasurer's statement that the Government will keep charges down, and that it
has done for the past 12 months, to the CPI level? Even if the Government used the juggling
trick sometimes used of not differentiating between this financial year and the previous
financial year to ensure that it used the figure most to its advantage, the maximum figure
would be 6.6 per cent. There are numerous examples of increases in fees and licences; for
example, third party insurance which increased by between 30 per cent and 50 per cent. The
charges for headworks have increased, and it is not unusual for fees for Government
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departments to increase by 15 per cent, 20 per cent, or 25 per cent. What is the justification
for those increases? I am told the increases arise because the departments are adopting a user
pays system. If that is the case and all services will pay for themselves, why is it necessary
for the Government to collect $1.4 billion in State taxation? I suspect it has nothing to do
with departments adopting user pays systems. The classic example is probably our transport
system. It is interesting that at a time when we need job creation, the Government is
spending more and more on the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust. I find that
hard to swallow, bearing in mind the lowly bus service operating in Geraldton which does
not start until 9.30 in the morning. Of course, that makes it of enormous benefit to the
people who live outside Geraidron and would like to catch a bus to work! The reason the bus
service is not available before 9.30 am is that it is used to pick up school children before
9.30 am and there are not sufficient buses to provide a public transport service as well as
transport school children. The people of Geraldton make sacrifices to keep expenditure
down and yet no such sacrifices are made in the metropolitan area. I think it is not only
grossly unfair, but also almost a disgrace, when I see the article that was presented by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who received it from the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Western Australia. It outlines the cost per fare by bus and by train after the
revenue has been deducted. I am sure members would be interested to know that for every
dollar fare collected by Transperth, taxpayers contribute $10.24 for the cost of running the
rail service and $2.38 for the bus service.
Mr CJI. Barnett: You would want a glass of sherry when you got on, for that price!I
Mr BLOFFWITCH: That is what it costs, yet my electorate does not have a bus service that
runs before 9.30 in the morning. Geraldton is not a small country town. It has a population
of 32 000 to 33 000 living in and around the town, and I would have thought that a little
more could have been provided for that service. My counterpart in Bunbury has quite a good
bus service, and I become more and more depressed about the situation. I wonder why the
Government is going ahead with the northern suburbs railway line when the cost to the
taxpayer is $10.24 for each rail customer and $2.38 for each bus customer. I understand the
problems with pollution and traffic, but surely it would have been far cheaper to build a new
bus lane all the way to the northern suburbs and put on a fleet of buses.
Mr Graham: You have fallen for the three card trick. The electric trains will slip around
(ieraldron and terminate in Port Hedland.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I mentioned to the member for Pilbara that it would be a very good idea
for the Federal Government to put an international airport in Broome. Hfis reply was a very
parochial one, with which I am sure the people of Port Hedland would be pleased. He said,
"We do not want the people of Broome to have an international airport. Do you know how
much good having the international airport does for Port Hedland?" What a public spirited
remark! I am pleased the Federal Government has not taken much notice of the member for
Pilbara and will put an international airport in Broome. I would not take too much notice of
his overall view, after hearing a statement like that.
Mr Graham: Why is that?
Mr BLOFFWLTCH: I will leave it for everybody to judge.
I note that although we were supposed to collect $537 million in payroll tax last year we
collected only $519 million. That is an indictment of the effect on employment of
Government costs and charges and the recession.
Mr Lewis: It is 10 per cent of the total vote.
Mr BLOFFWITC-: Yes, it is; and next year the estimated revenue from payroll tax is again
$537 million. Apparently we will have more people in the work force, particularly in the
large employer category which will pay the payroll tax. How many more jobs could we
create by getting rid of that $537 million?
Mr P.J. Smith: You would have to find the $537 million from other taxes, probably on
families.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: That could very well be; but, of course, we could try to save some of
the money and reduce some of the excesses and wastage that seem to occur at the moment. I
wonder what is the cost over a year of the beautiful coloured brochures I receive every day in
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my office from the State Energy Commission and various other Government departments.
With whom do the SEC, the Department for Community Services or other Government
departments compete? Who is the competitor they must impress? It is a good public
relations campaign for Government departments, but with one million unemployed people in
Australia the last thing we need is a public relations campaign producing glossy brochures.
We should go back to producing basic foolscap pages - the lower the cost, the better.
The Budget contains some positive aspects. Geraldton does not seem to have fared very well
out of it, but from a State view money certainly has been put into the Geraldton Mid-West
Development Authority. However, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, there is a
fair bit of criticism about exactly what has happened to the development authority. The
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia points out that with the portfolio
changes the authority seems to have two or three masters and does not appear to function as
well as it should. However, I am sure the moneys going to our export, mineral, and other
industries will be well used and very welcome. I note that most of the grants appear to be
directed to the larger scale business people. Perhaps the only way for Governments to make
grants is to give them to the bigger players with larger volumes.
My vision for this State includes the abolition of payroll tax. Page 8 of the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure lists the following taxes: Land tax, various stamp duties, financial
institutions duty, debits tax, licences and gambling taxes. The reduction of those costs to
business should be the target - not what handouts we can give businesses but what we can do
to relieve their tax burden. The best way to get rid of our unemployment problem would be
to allow those businesses to be a little more profitable. Someone said in this House today
that there are some 57 000 small businesses in Western Australia - there, are abut 590 000 in
the whole of Australia, so we have approximately 10 per cent. If each small business in the
country could employ an additional person, half a million of Australia's one million
unemployed would disappear and our unemployment rate would be back to three or four per
cent. So despite the criticism I hear that we could do that only by taxing something else, we
should consider what taxes we pay now.
As a person involved in small business I know better than most that on which we pay tax. It
may interest, members to know that every piece of equipment - unless it is food or clothing -
that is sold involves a 20 per cent levy. In some cases, such as electrical goods, the tax is as
high as 30 per cent, and in other cases it is as low as 10 per cent; nevertheless, the average
would be 20 per cent. Every 18 months to two years an inspector will come to town and
review my business and, without doubt, mine and every other business in Geraldton is stung
with a fine. I receive an interpretation on how I should apply the tax, and I ask for that
interpretation in writing. I am told that they are not provided in writing. The inspector then
indicates that I have applied the tax at the wrong rate; maybe it should be 30 per cent and I
have applied 20 per cent. However, not only am I charged for the tax, but also I receive a
fine.
My advisers say that the complexity of the sales tax legislation is such that it may be read in
various ways. Clearly, anything would be better than the current tax system, and the
proposals under the national and State Fighiback packages will remove the existing sales tax
requirements through a goods and services tax. All excise will be removed and this will
reduce the price of motor spirits as the 15 per cent GST is applied. That would save
approximately 200 a litre on motor spirit, which would reduce the price of petrol.
Anyone with a payroll over $200 000 - for which I qualify - must pay a training levy of
1.5 per cent. That impost will be removed. Our export industries will also receive benefits
through this package. I am told that the saving will amount to $1.7 billion. How will that
help exporters? It will help them considerably in becoming more competitive. I constantly
hear that our markets are threatened - such as wit Canadian pork, which is possibly being
dumped here - because our competitors are a little more efficient than we are. The
$1.7 billion will go a long way to making us more competitive, and will do wonders for our
manufacturing sector which has not had much luck in the past.
We hear in this House criticism of New Zealand and about how poorly that country has done
under a similar package to Fightback. However, it is interesting to consider the facts in New
Zealand. That country has turned around its trade deficit and last year, for the first time, it
produced a trade surplus. That does not sound like a country which is going backwards. The
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Government cells us that New Zealand has gone the wrong way. However, New Zealand has
done very well because a sales tax was not applied to its exports. In the past employers had
to seek exemptions from tax when purchasing equipment, but those tax requirements have
been removed and that country is now taking some of our markets. We will begin to feel the
effects which New Zealand will have on this country unless we take the initiative and
emulate what has been done by not only New Zealand, but also every other OECD country in
the world apart from Australia; namely, apply some form of retail tax, either in the form of a
value added tax, a goods and services tax or a retail turnover tax.
I hear criticism of this system, but by removing these taxes, and the list of State taxes to
which I have referred, jobs will be created as businesses will move into a much more positive
sphere. I hear during question time and other debates in this House some one-sided views
about Fightback. I am pleased to have this opportunity to outline its positive aspects. This
package is very positive regarding the business sector and would provide opportunities which
should have been provided many years ago. Sales tax applies when one sells a product to a
consumer, but why should it apply when a business is selling a product to another business?
The sales tax legislation is very complicated.
I have viewed some figures prepared by truck drivens showing how much better off they will
be under Fightback. Of course, these people use a great deal of fuel and the package
represents extraordinary savings. They indicate chat it will reduce their expenses by 30 to
33 per cent, bearing in mind that truck drivers pay sales tax on their trucks, trailers and all
other equipment used. Fighcback will make such a business exempt from these charges and
will provide an effective subsidy to these drivers for the first time in their lives. Therefore,
they will not be paranoid about whether they will have more expenses than the amount they
are earning in any one week. By doing what every other OCO country is doing we will be
supporting such businesses. Jobs come from business, not from Government. Jobs are
created not through grandiose schemes but by the business sector. Neither traineeships nor
the other highfalutin schemes create jobs, but a reduction in the imposts on business will
create real jobs. I challenge any Government member to show me how we can reduce these
business input costs, rather than adopting what the rest of the world has been using for many
years. 1 refer to the five per cent reduction in electricity tariffs. I will tell members a little
story- Fourteen months ago in Geraldion a man proposed to develop a block of five units in
an industrial zone. He was quoted $17 500 at that time to install the electricity. As times
were not too good he decided not to go ahead with the development. However, he recently
decided to proceed with it and sought another quote, which camne in at $24 000. Electricity
tariffs are supposed to have increased by no more than the inflation factor. However, that is
only the case for electricity charges, not for the labour or anything else. The man was told
that those were the overall cost increases, and that nothing could be done about that. If that
does not make a mockery of the two per cent inflation factor, I do not know what does. I am
waiting for the Premier to clarify what she means by "we will hold charges to no greater than
the CPI'. Are those charges going to be the only charges held while everything else is
ignored? I believe that is the system. If it is, we are being very badly misled about the
increases. Or will all Government charges, fees and imposts on both the public and business
be held, as I believe they should be?
I refer now to my electorate and how the Budget affects me in Geraititon. I agreed earlier
that the Budget offers some positive aspects. However, I was extremely disappointed when I
read how the financial accounts were prepared. This point has been mentioned by a couple
of earlier speakers. The Geraldton marina, for example, involved an estimated cost of
$13 million, flow many times will chat $13 million be counted? It has been mentioned in
the Budget papers for the past four years. in last year's Budget $3 million was allocated
which was not spent. That amount will be shown as money not spent, but counted as further
expenditure when the initial allocation was for $3 million. It amounts to a double shuffle and
leads the public to believe that they are receiving the same amount of money a second time.
That is not the case; it is a one-off figure. It is very misleading.
The road system in the mid-west region, within the Cue-Mt Magnet-Meekatharra-Wiluna-
Agnew area, is currently under evaluation. I was disappointed when I read in the booklet put
out by the Main Roads Department what aspects the survey is to consider. It is to cover a
review of this area as well as what is the best road connection to Kalgoorlie. As Kalgoorlie
is not in my mid-west region, and the other towns are, I wondered why the emphasis was on
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Kalgoorlie. I suppose there are a couple of reasons for that: One factor may be that the
Deputy Premier holds the seat of Kalgoorlie. Another reason is that rail passes through
Kalgoorlie, which people would be keen to use, not to mention the fact that the National Rail
Corporation Agreement Bill, which provides for the handing over of the intrastate rail
transport system, has just passed through this House. I believe Westrail has contributed
approximately $40 million a year, which will be lost to the State. However, all that was
mentioned in the debate on that Bill. What was not mentioned was the effect that will have
on the rail link from south of Agnew to Kalgoorlie and to Esperance where the ore will be
loaded. I suggest that with a liability of 10 per cent in the shareholding and current losses of
approximately $40 million, this State will be looking not at receiving the $40 million but at
spending that amount. If that is the case and if, as is stated Government policy, the rail is to
be run on a user pays system - unless it is Transperth, which is exempt for political reasons -
I am very apprehensive about who will pay the final price.
The nickel belt through the mid-west of Western Australia is probably one of the greatest ore
bodies in the world, hence the interest from the companies at Yakabindie and Mt Keith to
become involved in the mining scenario. I wonder how much damage will be done to their
prices by our rail costs and charges. It is of peat concern to me whether those corporations
will have any alternative other than to follow that course. It is of even greater concern that
there is no sealed road from Agnew to Mt Magnet; and from Mt Magnet directly to
Geraldton. That port can certainly take the ore bodies. It takes ore ships now, whether for
talc, mineral sands or nickel. It is ideally placed for the new Yakabindie mine. The problem
is, however, that $81 million is needed to build the roads through those areas. It does not
appear that Federal funds will be forthcoming because the Federal Government does not
recognise it as a major road or highway. It is also of preat concern to me that, despite the
support of local councils and of the large mining companies in the area, it appears that the
study is more interested in how the Pilbara can be connected to Kalgoorlie. If it is to be a
mid-west study I wonder whether the Government has its priorities mixed up and,
consequently, is not taking the right direction. I certainly will be interested in the
recommendations when they are announced by the Minister. I would like to see money spent
on that area.
I read with interest the appraisal of the Budget by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
which it distinguished between items which are treated as capital and those which are treated
as recurrent or normal. It is fairly easy to ascertain in business what are treated as capital and
non-capital items. The State Taxation Department further clarifies the situation by stating
that certain things are capital items, and certain things can be depreciated and written off. I
note that the State has borrowed about another $400 million this year. Although the
Government is terribly proud that it will soon be able to start repaying the loan, it is ironic
that the State will not start repaying it until next year when there will probably be a change of
Government. After 10 years of Labor Government, who will make the first capital
repayment? The Government is betting London to a brick that the current Opposition, the
next State Government, will. The Government is saying that it will make it more difficult for
the next Government because it has been able to defer its $20 mnillion and $40 million debt
repayments, and borrow more money.
The book I have here also explains how Western Australia's debt has increased since 1983.
It has grown in excess of the Government's capital expenditure, which indicates that it has
been used to pay for the normal running expenses of the Stare. If it were a business, that
would suggest it is either eating into its liquidity or having to borrow more money to service
its operations. There are two alternatives: The Government can either cut back its
expenditure or drag in more money. To drag in more money taxes must be imposed. Of
course, that is the worst scenario. The State is left with only one proposition; it must start
reducing its expenditure. The money that is spent must be directed towards projects such as
roads to open up the country, or to Yakabindie, which will employ 300 people, and Mt Keith,
which will employ 350 people. A permanent work force of 650 people could be maintained
in those areas. The revenue on the royalties that would come from those projects would
provide the funds to build that road within two years. The Opposition is simply asking for a
little forward planning and positive action in doing that. Once again, I plead for
consideration of the money for that road.
Like the member for Kingsley, I keep in close contact with my electorate. The

4631



overwhelming concern of the people in my electorate, which is reflected in the number of
calls to my office, is jobs and unemployment. The member for Kingsley made the point that
it is particularly difficult for young unemployed people; however, it is much more difficult
for the over 40 year olds. Although the kids lose their self-esteem and direction, I assure
members that that is noting compared to the loss of self-esteem and direction which those
over 40 suffer. Many people would be prepared to pay 15 per cent more for all goods,
although the real figure would be closer to four and a half per cent, to ensure that people
were not displaced. That is the type of change which the Opposition is seeking for this
country and in creating employment.
The most recent unemployment figure for Geraldton was 19.5 per cent. People talk about the
disgrace of the national unemployment figures of 10.9 and I11 per cent. What sort of a
disgrace is 19.5 per cent? Youth unemployment is closer to 36 per cent in my area.
Geraldion is no orphan as far as country centres go. The unemployment rates are particularly
high in those centres because the small business sector in country areas generally has not the
volume. During the recession a drift has occurred away from some of the country centres
into the bigger centres, particularly Perth. As the businesses' volume falls, many cease to
exist. That scenario is defended day after day by the Government in this House. If the
insidious $537 million in payroll tax were divided by 20 000, it would result in 25 000 jobs.
What would that do for Western Australia's 80 000 or 90 000 unemployed? Fifty thousand
people would immediately have jobs. That would halve the Figure and solve the problem of
a 35 per cent youth unemployment rate. If youngsters were given preference, close to 35 000
people could be employed at the same rate of pay. These are changes which Western
Australia has the opportunity to implement and which I look forward to seeing early in the
new year.
I was disappointed by the allocation for health services in the Budget. The Minister for
Health was also disappointed that more funds were not available. I read with interest about
the new X-ray equipment being installed in hospitals in Perth and surrounding areas. The
Government is arguing about where the next CAT scanner will go; whether it will be
instal led at Fremantle Hospital or at Sir Charles Gairduer Hospital. The new system costs
about $1.2 million to install. The residents in Geraldton have been trying for four years to
get an old fashioned CAT scanner at a cost of $750 000, 1 would lie to know how much it
costs the Government to send people to Perth for treatment. In many cases their condition
requires that they are flown to Perth, put up overnight in hospital, X-rayed and then flown
back. In the last three or four years not only could the Geraldion hospital have had the
$750 000 machine, but also it could easily have had the high tech $1.2 million machine that
is available. Where is the organisation and sense in this matter? Why is the Government not
doing these things?
Mr Strickland: It underspent $210 million last year on capital works. Two million dollars
would have fixed your problem.
Mr BLOFFWITCH: Yes; not only would it have done that, but also it would have built the
road I have suggested for $81 million. That would have opened up the country, done a great
deal for tourism and provided jobs.
In Geraldton on a hot summer's day the temperature reaches 45 degrees. Two schools in my
electorate still do not have cover in their main quadrangle. They have repeatedly asked for a
shaded area under which they can hold outside assemblies. Even five and six year olds. at the
primary schools must stand in the sun during assemblies. The amount of money needed to
provide this shade is, in the overall scheme of things, insignificant. However, the schools are
never able to get it. Large parcels of land are to be given to a university so that it can
become self-supporting and self-sufficient. Why should the Government do that? Why is
the money not coming out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund? The Government has decided
to take the heat out of the argument by giving the universities what amounts to an
investment. It is the greatest escape mechanism I have heard of. The Government is
acknowledging that it is not giving the universities sufficient funds by giving them a dowry.
What is the Government doing with the money it is borrowing?
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Running a program on motherhood?
Mr RLOFFWTTCI-: Yes, and propping up other things.
[The member's time expired.]
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MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [9.21 pm]: In my contribution to the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill I will maisc six issues - three relating to my electorate and
three concerning education. I am glad that the member for Pilbara has returned to the
Chamber because he will recall that three years ago I brought to the attention of the House
the deteriorating condition of the Brookton Highway. Three years down the track nothing
has been done to the highway.
Mr Graham: It does not surprise me, considering chat you raised the matter at four o'clock in
the morning!
Mr FRED TUBBY: I must admit that the rough edges of the highway have been repaired,
which resulted in a smooth sharp drop at the edge of the gravel on the side of the road.
I will reiterate my concerns about the Brookion Highway and, as the Minister for Lands is in
the House, I will mention my concerns about the Forrestdale. industrial estate. In addition, I
will refer to the Armnadale railway line and raise three issues relating to education.
The Brookton Highway is a major arterial road from Brookton and the hinterland and a
number of large trucks use the highway on a daily basis. The trucks travel through Brookton
to the hinterland transporting fertiiliser, machinery and machinery parts and return to the
metropolitan area with wool, grain and stock. The part of the highway to which I am
referring is four kilometres long and extends from Raeburn Road, Roleystone to the Rock
Inne Tavern. The road has a very high crown and is one of the most undulating strips of
bitumen I have seen anywhere, including Queensland. I have travelled throughout
Queensland and that State has probably the worst roads in Australia. This section of the
Brookton Highway can be compared to the worst of the Queensland roads. The trucks travel
along the road with wheels on either side of the centre line. Mr Acting Speaker
(Mr Marlborough), you come from the Peel area and I know you will appreciate the danger
of trucks travelling on the crown of the road in country areas. It is not a safe situation, but
they must do that because the crown is so high and the edges of the road are very sharp. The
road is so narrow that in some cases the trucks must travel on the moad with one set of wheels
on the gravel. It is a disgraceful situation. The farmers from the hinterland are not the main
users of the highway. The orchardists from Karragullen use the highway on a daily basis to
transport their produce to the Canning Vale markets. Their vehicles are deteriorating rapidly
and their produce is being bruised in the process because of the condition of the highway.
The speed limit on that section of the highway is 90 kilometres per hour and most vehicles
carrying produce do not travel at a speed greater than 60 kilomnetres per hour. The motorists
following these trucks become frustrated and they try to overtake, which further exacerbates
the danger.
According to the Minister for Transport it will cost $2 million to upgrade this four kilometre
section of the highway. I have raised this matter ever since I came into this place, but the
highway continues to deteriorate. It is time the Government spent money on the road before
a serious accident occurs and the vehicles belonging to our private enterprise farmers and the
orchardists from Karragullen deteriorate even further.
Mr Bloffwitch: It is interesting that you mentioned Queensland. I was there last weekend
and the reports I have heard about the roads in that State being atrocious could no: be further
from the truth. I travelled from the Gold Coast to the Sunshine Coast and it is the best
network of freeways I have seen anywhere in Australia. I do not know where these furphies
come from.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I suggest that the member travel across the top of Australia through
Arnhem Land, because the roads there are disgraceful. If he drives in the vicinity of Charters
Towers he will find chat the roads are dreadful and that a four wheel drive vehicle and
caravan could become lost in some of the ditches in the middle of the bitumen road. I must
admit that when I was there Joh was in charge of Queensland and the road was being
repaired. The moad workers were not ripping up the old bitumen; they were simply putting
the new bitumen over the old road so all the bumps remained.
Mr Gr-aham: The best road in Queensland is between Kingaroy and Wandal.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: I did not travel on that road, but the roads I did travel on were atrocious.
Perhaps the coastal roads are better. The inland roads in Queensland compare favourably
with that section of Brookton Highway between Raeburn Road, Roleys tone and the Rock
Inne Tavern.
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As the Ministr for Lands is in the Chamber I will raise a question I asked previously in
question time. Unfortunately I put the question to the wrong Minister because I taought that
the Minister for State Development had responsibility for the Industrial Lands Development
Authority. I now know that the Mlinister for Lands is responsible for that authority.
Mr D.L Smith: He always has been.
Mr FRED TUB BY: No wonder I was getting the wrong answers. I do not know whether the
Minister is aware, but in 1989 there was a great deal of media hype in my electorate, which
emanated from the member for Armadale and a member of the Legislative Council, Hon Kay
Hallahan, concerning the opening of industrial land in Forrestdale. The land has been owned
by ILDA for many years and I understand it bought the land from farmers for $100 an acre. It
has been sitting on it since. At the time a couple of manufacturing firms were to establish in
the industrial estate. A four wheel drive vehicle plant was to move into the site and all the
component manufacturers were to set up there also. A bus body manufacturer also was to
move into the estate. There are no green ield sites left in the area - there are a few scattered
sites in Canning Vale - where component manufacturers can set up business around a major
manufacturer. The Arinadale and Gosnells City Councils negotiated with certain firms to
establish in the industrial estate and it was estimated that 2 500 jobs would be created. This
announcement was made in the local newspapers during the lead-up to the 1989 election.
What happened after the election? Absolutely nothing! The project was put on the back
burner because the member for Armadale was returned, albeit with a substantially reduced
majority. In fact, it is now a very marginal seat and it would be in his interest if the
Government did something with the site. I have raised this matter on several occasions since
the 1989 election. All that has happened is that hundreds of houses have been built in west
Armadale, Wungong and Gosnells. Unemployment in this area is very high and is increasing
rapidly. Very few industrial sites are available and they are scattered throughout the area.
Mr Bloffwitch: Is land available?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Yes, it is. The ILDA site is very large and it could be opened up
tomorrow.
Mr Bloffwitch: With jobs being a high priority one would think it would be the first thing
the Government would do.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: Absolutely! Private enterprise is fed up with waiting for the
Government to take some action. A private developer who has property across the road from
the ILDA site has approached the council to rezone his land from rural to industrial. He did
that so that he could open an industrial size to meet demands in the area and create jobs.
Armadale City Council was ecstatic that a private developer was about to do what the
Industrial Lands Development Authority had refused to do for the previous five years. What
happened? The application went to the Minister and either he or the people in his department
refused the rezoning application. I asked die Mnister the ocher day, having already asked
the Minister for State Development, who had not answered, whether that was because ILDA
did not want competition from private enterprise. The Minister assured me that was not the
case.
Mr D.L. Smith:, I gave the member that assurance and another assurance that I would
provide him with an up-to-date report. I hope to do that in the next week or so.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I await that report eagerly, as I think does the member for Arrnadale,
because his seat is no longer safe and this is within his electorate. The other candidate got an
extra 10 per cent of the vote off him at the last election and needs only another three per cent
swing at the next election to win the seat, so he is wordied. Would it be cheaper for [LDA to
purchase that land later if it remained rural zoned? The Minister assures me that ILDA has
no intention of purchasing chat land because it already has enough land of its own. I hope it
is not some duck or other wildlife that is stopping this development.
I cannot understand why ILDA can do a development on one side of a road and yet there
may be an environmental reason for not proceeding with a development on the other side of
that road. Separating two blocks with a road and then saying that the block on one side of
the road is environmentally sensitive but the block on the other side of that road is not is an
argument I cannot accept. I see no logical reason why a private developer cannot provide the
industrial sites so desperately needed. I look forward to the Minister's report on this matter.
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To rub salt into the wound, two weeks ago the Premier came sneaking into flog only the
electorate of the member for Armadale, but also my electorate without telling me. She went
to Rushcon Hall, which is named after my predecessor, where she go: as many small
businessmen as she could to attend. Few attended as they were too busy trying to make a
quid. The Premier beat those who attended around the ears about a project called "Employ
Youth"'. This is the latest flavour of the month.
Mr Bloffwirch: They would have been thrilled about that!
Mr FRED TUBBY: Absolutely rapt! For the past five years small business people in mny
electorate have been laying off staff because economic conditions have prevented their
maintaining them. That resulted in increasing unemployment.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr FRED TUBBY: When the State comes out of this downturn it will need roads, power
and serviced lots ready to go. It is no good having bush in this area.
Mr D.L. Smith: You are not sympathetic about clearing remnant bush, are you?
Mr FRED TUIBBY: I am a farmer's son and used to clearing bush. The Premier was in my
electorate browbeating my hard hit small businessmen in an attempt to artificially create jobs
through this new project called "Employ Youth". That was an absolute joke when real jobs
could have been created four years ago by allowing the development of an industrial site in
the area. People in the area were promised 2 500 jobs, but after the Government won the
election it put that suggestion on ice. The whole electorate is fed up about the problems with
this industrial estate. The Government cannot rerun this idea at the next election, so it is
encouraging people to employ youth under this you-beaut, glossy scheme which it hopes will
get it the youth vote so the Government gets over the line at the next election, after which it
will not care about them for the next four years. I look forward to the Minister's report on
this matter.
A matter which is of grave concern to the business people and others who live and work in
my area, including me, and which should cause the Government concern, is the Annadale
railway line, which is costing untold dollars. Members may ask why that line is causing such
consternation in my electorate when these new, you-beaut electric trains are running in and
out of the area every 15 minutes or so. The Fremantle railway line has 12 line crossings,
three of which are level crossings. The Midland line also has 12 line crossings, nine of
which are level crossings. That is not good. The Armadale line between the river and
Armadale. has 23 like crossings, 19 of which are level crossings.
Mr Tray: What is the difference in the line?
Mr FRED TUBBY: It is considerable. However, it has 19 level crossings on it. Between
L-each Highway and Arnadale all the crossings ame level crossings.
Mr Bloffwitch: Do they cause much trouble for traffic?
Mr FRED TUB BY: A fair bit of trouble, I can tell the member.
Mr Troy: Are you suggesting some closures?
Mr FRED TUJBBY: I would not dare suggest that. One of these level crossings is on t
Albany Highway in Maddington. In that area the Albany Highway comes up from Albany,
the South West Highway comes up from Bunbury, the Brookton Highway comes in from
Brookton, and they all converge at Arniadale/Kelmscort to become Albany Highway, which
runs into Perth. In Maddington, where traffic from all three main arterial roads is carried,
there is a level crossing on the Albany Highway, a major highway in the metropolitan area
with probably the heaviest traffic density. That is in the electorate of the member for
Kenwick.
In my electorate between Gosnells at Fremantle Road and Armadale there are about eight
level crossings. On the other side of Aninadale, in my electorate are another two level
crossings. These crossings did not create a great problem in the past when diesel trains ran
every hour and few people lived in the area. They are now causing severe problems for
people, who become frustrated at having to wait for long periods to cross the railway line.
This is particularly so at Denny Avenue in Kelmscott, which is near the Kelniscott railway
station. Trains stop there when travelling both to and from Perth. This results in the boom
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gates being lowered for anything up to 10 minutes at a time. People get frustrated when that
happens and drive round the gates. This practice has resulted in a number of fatal accidents,
one of which occurred in William Street in the electorate of t member for Kenwick and
another which occurred in my electorate at Denny Avenue when an old chap was killed
about a month ago. These deaths are the result of people becoming frustrated wvith waiting
and crossing the line when the boom gates are down.
These crossings are also costing an enormous amount of money. Real estate agents,
plumbers) builders, electricians, carpenters, and even members of Parliament who drive their
vehicles from one side of the line to another on a daily basis axe held up. One can hardly
cross the lines without being held up by a train. It is an absolute pain! These delays involve
an enormous amount of lost time for many people each year.
If one adds up all the individuals and businesses that are affected, it is seen to be an
enormous cost. We should also take into account the Government vehicles. The Minister for
Community Development has officers in vehicles on the roads. They are continually
crossing those lines and they are continually being stopped. It is a waste of time, and it is
unproductive. We should consider also police vehicles, the Main Roads Department
vehicles, and the maintenance people from the Building Management Authority going
backwards and forwards across the lines and being held up. It may be only two or thre
minutes at a time but over five days a week and 52 weeks a year it adds up to an enormous
cost. It is rime that the Government recognised the cost involved with the number of level
crossings and started addressing the problem by putting in either overpasses or subways.
Mr Bloffwitch: Is a program in place?
Mr FRED TUBBY: No. Nothing in the Budget addresses the problem, even though two or
three people have been killed over the past few months. I do not say that we should replace
the 19 level crossings with overpasses or subways in one hit. Let us plan for it. We should
look at the major areas of concern and change one or two crossings a year. Over 10 years we
could solve a majority of the problems. We would not replace all level crossings but at least
we would give people access to cross the railway without being held up. It is a shame that
the Minister for Transport is not here.
I have three concerns about the Education budget. I appreciate the increase of about 5.4 per
cent on last year's allocation but essentially the increase maintains the status quo with one or
two initiatives, the major of which is the full time education of five year olds. That causes
more consternation, which we will debate tomorrow. This is one of the Government's
highest priorities. The Government should have addressed three areas but did nothing more
than make a token gesture. First, I refer-to the alternative upper school course. This is a
burgeoning problem because young people cannot find jobs when they turn 15 and they are
being encouraged - or forced - to stay at school and do years I11 and 12. Many of these
young people are not tertiary bound; they are not interested in doing the Tertiary Entrance
Examination. They are causing problems in upper secondary schools. Students who are
tertiary bound are trying to undertake courses but are having classes disrupted by students
who would sooner be out in the work force. If these young people must stay at school at
le~sr we should offer them courses which interest them and which will be of value when they
leave school. We are nor doing that.
The Government has put out another glossy brochure for a program called "Pathways" in an
attempt to fool the electorate into believing it will solve the problem. All Pathways does is
shuffle the existing subjects into six categories. That is, if a student is thinking of following
a certain career, Pathways will suggest that the student should be selecting units in years I I
and 12 from that group of subjects because they are oriented towards a particular career path.
That is a good move but it does not create any alternative courses; it does nor provide the
infrastructure for hands-on courses which students used to be able to do at TAFE. It simply
reshuffles students' thinking and subject selection.
Mrs Watkins: It needs to be a credential. It has a lot of merit. It has taken a long time to
happen. If we had the ability to credential the units, more young people would want to
embark on the Pathways program. That is the key to how we should re-focus education.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Would it be a credential for the TEE or the Certificate of Secondary
Education?
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Mrs Watkins: Yes. We should credential chose units so that the young people can go on to
something else.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I could not agree more. The Secondary Education Authority is
currently credentialling courses to ensure that students finish up with a certificate of
secondary education to be recognised by TAFE or a credential towards the TEE recognised
by universities, but no new courses are being introduced. Money has not been allocated
towards providing a better interface between TAFE colleges and high schools. I cannot see
much value in encouraging years I11 and 12 students, who used to go to TAFF- to do more
hands-on subjects, to stay at schools where facilities do not exist when the facilities exist at
TAFE. We should either build the facilities at high schools or tie the two together.
I was at Collie recently. To its credit and good fortune, Collie has a TAPE college on one
side of the road and a high school on the other. Year I11 students take subjects on two days a
week at the high school and cross the road to TAPE for two days, then spend one day a week
in the work force. Those students were very keen because all their needs were being
addressed. That is an ideal situation. Unfortunately many TAFE colleges are not located
close to high schools. Therefore we will need to consider allocating money towards busing
students from one place to another, or we will need to replicate TAFE facilities at high
schools in order to address the situation. I would not go down that path. We should use the
current facilities and provide transport, even if it means free transport. Perhaps they could
use the electric trains that pass every quarter of an hour, interrupting traffic.
Several members interjected.
Mr FRED TUBBY: If we build an overpass we will not need to worry about it. We should
provide the funds.
It is no good talking about a rearrangement of subjects such as Pathways, and trying to fool
everyone that this is the solution. It is only part of the solution. The real solution will cost
the taxpayers. We must address the situation by allocating some funds. The problem has
been increasing and it will continue at least in the short term until the employment situation
turns around. Unfortunately the Budget fails to provide extra resources in that area.
The next area of education which failed to attract funding is my hobby horse; namely,
learning disabilities. I speak on this subject so many times that I cannot recall whether I have
spoken about it in this place. I speak on it everywhere I go. It is a major problem.
Mr Lewis: The Government takes no notice.
Mr FRED TUBBY: No notice at all. I attended a conference with a former Minister - there
has been a string of them lately - and I gave him the Liberal Party policy arnd asked him to
introduce it because it would save money. We have seen no moves in this direction except
for a token sentence regarding First Steps and a $1.5 million allocation. This is an excellent
program which will also address the literacy and numeracy needs of our children in a better
way than in the past few years. I applaud the Government for the allocation of $1.5 million
extra for that initiative. The announcement that the funds would also address learning
disabilities is a joke. First Steps will not address specific learning disabilities of children.
The children involved have a specific learning disability which is not recognised by most
teachers. Some university professors have estimated that as high as 30 per cent of children in
schools have this disability. I ani talking about severe learning disabilities and I estimate,
with my experience and watering down the universities' figures, that it is about 10 per cent.
If the figure is 10 per cent, that is 30 000 children in our schools with a specific learning
disability that this Government has not addressed and that our previous Governments have
not addressed --I am not blaming just this Government. The $1.5 million allocated in the
first steps program is not enough.
Mrs Watkins: How does one go all the way to addressing the problem? In fairness to the
member for Roleystone, he has said chat it is hard to address, but how can it be resolved?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I know it is hard. Other countries are addressing the problem.
Yesterday I had an appointment in this House with a woman from the United Kingdom who
is in Western Australia promoting a course to train teachers to address these problems. We
have teachers who have the expertise and the training, but they do not have the time to deal
with those children because they are in a normal class with 32 children. We must look at
training more of our teachers, at putting trained teachers as an extra resource in our schools,
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at withdrawing children on a short term basis firom class, and helping teachers address the
problems within their own class. We must set up specialist facilities - I call them lighthouse
facilities because they will shine a light on these children's problems. The Fairleigh Private
School in London has an enrolment -of 200 children, and parents pay thousands and
thousands of pounds to send their children there for two years to have their learning
problems addressed. The children's reading problems are addressed and they come out of
that school back into their normal schools able to read, write and continue with their
education. These are children with average and above average intelligence who for some
reason have a learning disability and for that reason they fail at school. Nothing is wrong
with their intelligence; they are not disabled children. Some are highly gifted and talented
intellectually, but they have a learning disability. Unless we address these children's
problems early it will cause bigger and bigger problems. We must start by spending some
money.
Mrs Watkins: I hear what you are saying and there are many issues that we both would agree
on; however, you are quoting a UK example. I have an example of a young Person who
suffers from cystic fibrosis and who goes to a State school. The teachers are not able to
provide the necessary physical therapy for that child, Itris easy to cite examples of kids who
have specific learning disabilities. Think of all those areas, and please do not forget about
them.
Mr FRED TUBBY: That is another issue. I am focusing on gifted and talented students with
a hidden learning disability. The member for Wanneroo is talking about those people who
have some observable disability. At the moment their facilities have been closed and they
have been shunted off into what is called "mainstream ing" - I call it "main dumping". Unless
additional resources are provided in mainstream classrooms those problems are not
addressed and the Government is doing no more than dumping them in the school system.
The teachers do not have the time for them.
Mrs Watkins: How would you resolve it?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I would not dump them in the classroom. I would have a unit on every
primary school site and allow those students' special educational and physical needs to be
met in that unit and to integrate them into the mainstream classes wherever they can be
accommodated. They can be integrated into a range of school activities such as physical
education, social studies, art or music, but they must have their special educational and
health needs attended to by specialist staff, facilities and resources. We cannot continue to
have those children completely isolated from the real world. The Government has been
making the ight moves to get them onto the school ground, but it has been trying to do it on
the cheap. The Government's motives are right, but it is trying to do it without providing the
resources. if the Government cannot provide the resources, those children are better off in
their isolated setting.
Mrs Watkins: I do not argue with what you are saying, but how does one do that, with the
plethora of child disabilities?
Mr FRED TUBBY: 'With great difficulty, but one must make a star somewhere.
Mrs Watkins: The member has already commended the Government for trying to do that
and the Government has made a stan but how can it be developed? If the member is honest
in what he is saying, and I believe he is sincere, and if he were to become the Minister for
Education, how would he ensure that happened?
Mr FRED TUBBY: By spending the money that is required and making sure staff are
provided.
Mrs Watkins: But at what cost?
Mr FRED TIJBBY: If the community wants disabled children to be integrated in the school
system, the community must be prepared to pay the cost. Western Australians cannot have
integration, which everyone is demanding, without there being a cost associated with it. If
the community does not want to pay the cost that would be incurred, the children would be
better off back in their special schools where at least they would have their needs addressed
and the mainstmrea children would have their needs addressed. It is a cost the community
must bear. If that is the way the community wants us to go, it must be willing to bear that
cost. The $1.5 million allocated to the First Steps program will not have any effect on what
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the member for Wanneroo has brought up with respect to mainstreaming, or 'main
dumping", or on the issue I raised, which was specific learning disabilities.
Another major concern to parents is the amount of asbestos in our schools. It is not a
problem which will go away quickly or at all unless it is addressed. Last year in the Budget
the Government allocated $1.5 million and attended to the problem in 50 schools. Two of
those schools, John Curtin Senior High and Perth Modern School, had their roofs completely
replaced. The roofs of Armadale Senior High School and a couple of other schools were
replaced because they were no longer serviceable but, in the main, the roofs were
encapsulated. That is a process which restores the integrity of that material as a roofing
material and prevents the further disintegration of the roof. It costs only $12 a square metre
to encapsulate an old asbestos roof. By not funding these treatments, the Government is
hanging its hat on the Armstrong report. Bruce Annstrng, a former Commissioner for
Health, and an eminent group of professional people with qualifications in the medical arena
wrote a report which said that asbestos roofs presented no health hazard to staff or students.
The report states that asbestos roofs should be treated only when the integrity of that roof
breaks down so that it lets in the weather. On health grounds, theme is no reason to replace or
trat the roofs; it should be done on a normal maintenance schedule only when the integrity
of that roof requires it. The Government accepted that report. I am not prepared to cast
doubts on it; I accept it for what it is. It has been written by people far better qualified than I.
However, whether it is right or wrong does not really matter one iota because, if it is not
accepted by the parents and the teachers, it is worth nothing. Parents fear that there may be
something wrong. They see people getting mesothelioma and they attribute that to asbestos
in school roofs. No report and no amount of snow jobs by people in the Building
Management Authority or the Government will convince those parents and teachers that their
fears are unfounded because they want the best for their children. They are worried about
mesothelioma and they know it will not affect their kids for probably 20 or 30 years into the
future. Therefore, no amount of snowing will convince them to accept that report and no
amount of conning will convince teachers or their union that the Government is on the right
track.
It does not come down to whether the Government, the Ministry, the BMA or Bruce
Armstrong's report are right; it comes down to the issue of whether the electorate will accept
that report. People will not accept deteriorating asbestos roofs in schools and neither will the
teachers. While they exist the Government has a problem. There are 300 schools with
asbestos roofs remaining in this State. Some of them are 40 years old. Over the last 10
years, the roofs have deteriorated significantly and that will accelerate as time passes with
acid rain and other such deteriorating effects. Whether or not there is a health risk, the
community perceives there is and the Government should allay those fears because the
problem will not go away.
I was at a school in my electorate last night at which a meeting was held. It was attended by
BMA and ministry officials who tried to convince the parents that they had nothing to fear.
Not one of them was convinced. One of the parents was a civil engineer and parents with all
sorts of professional qualifications were in attendance. The ministry personnel wasted their
time. Those parents know that the Government will not fix the problem because it does not
have the money. Therefore, the parents decided to establish a fund and raise the $13 000 to
encapsulate the asbestos roof with B3MA supervision. Other parents are taking their kids out
of the school. I think tonight there was to be a meeting at B alga. Meetings which have been
attended by very concerned parents and teachers have been held in the member for
Scarborough's electorate and all over the State.
How much will it cost to encapsulate the 300 schools in our State? It will cost between
$5 million and $6 million. That is a third of the money we have wasted on the Swan
Brewery. In last year's Budget we allowed foi borrowings of $104 million to make
redundant a number of public servants who we have been slowly replacing at cheaper rates.
The encapsulation of school roofs in this State will cost $5 million. The Government
proposes spending between $7 and $10 million on providing the infrastructure for full time
education for five year olds. That figure depends on who one believes: The Premier said
$7 million and the Minister for Education said $10 million. It will cost only $5 million to
address the asbestos problem in all State schools and allay the fears of parents and teachers.
It is incumbent upon this Government to bite the bullet and do it. Whether the argument is
08170-5
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wrong or right, rational or irrational, the Government should provide that money in case the
parents were right and Bruce Armnstrong is proved wrong in 40 years' time. We have to
spend the money. It is up to the Government to get its priorities right. It will take only
$5 million. I am aware that we could not do it in one year. Therefore, we should allocate
$2 million this year and we will allocate the other half in our first Budget next year.
MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) [10.05 pmn]: It is always a pleasure to follow the member for
Roleystone. He raised a number of issues tonight which I support in sentiment although I do
not support his solution to the problem.
My first issue has been criticised by a number of people ovar the last couple of weeks since
the Budget was brought down; that is, the money given to motherhood. Most of us in this
Chamber are parents and most of the women would know that we have been pant of the
playgroup-parents and citizens' associations life, and if we are men, we know that our wives
have been part of that life. We also know that, as elected members, women in our electorates
have asked us why we do not recognise the job they do as parents and mothers. The money
allocated to motherhood in the Budget is recognition, albeit somewhat small, of the
importance of motherhood in our society. Ruth Reid, the late Governor's wife, was
chairperson of the Family Commission which went to all of our electorates and talked to
people. She asked them what were the issues about which they cared passionately. The
majority of them said, "We are women; we may be young or we may be old, but we are
women and we care about our kids, our grandchildren and our adult kids. We care and we
want some recognition." Many of them said that the Government has established
departments and agencies for women but asked what we had done for them - the nmums.
They asked what we had done to recognise them as women who care for their kids. This
Government is attempting to recognise them.
Invariably, women get married or live in de facto relationships. Many of them have children
if they are lucky and if they do not bear them they adopt them. However, at the end of the
day women become involved in the community. They become involved in playgroups
through their children and in P & C associations. They play an integral pant in the
community. How would Governments cope if there were no playgroups? How would it
cope with the learning of two and three year olds? How would the Government cope if there
were no fundraising by P & C associations? Who makes up these associations? Sure, a
number of them are men, but invariably it is the mums who are involved and that comes back
to motherhood. If we care about our community we should recognise how important
motherhood is to each of us.
Mr Strickland: It is worth about 250 a head.
Mrs WATKINS: I have no argument with the member for Scarborough; $100 000 is a drop
in the ocean. It is nowhere near sufficient, but it is the first time that any Government has
recognised motherhood. We need to recognise motherhood. I have some difficulty with
some of the criticism.
Mr Nicholls: You need to measure the outcome for the amount expended. I agree that we
need to recognise motherhood and the value of children and parents, but surely you must
measure the outcome from spending the money and assess whether you have achieved some
benefit for those people or for yourself.
Mrs WATKINS: Did the member for Mandurab hear what I said? We had a Family
Commission -

Mr Nicholls: Yes, I read the document and I participated in it.
Mrs WATKINS: I am pleased that the member did.
Mr Nicholls: The concerns were raised but they were not all women.
Mrs WATKINS: I am not suggesting they were.
Mr Nicholls: That is what you said.
Mrs WATKINS: The Family Commission travelled across Western Australia and spoke to a
range of people. The message that came through, nor only from women but also from men,
is that the Government should recognise the importance of motherhood. That is exactly what
the Government has tried to do.
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Mr Nicholls: Messages came through to ask the Government to recognise families. There is
a difference between motherhood and families because simply being a mother does not make
a family. In supporting society, we return taxpayers' money for the benefit of society. There
is a major problem with the breakdown of relationships and on many occasions mothers of
young children are disadvantaged because of the breakdown. However, we are not doing a
lot to address that issue. We are doing programs to ingratiate the Government with certain
sections of the community.
Mrs WATKINS: I hear what the member for Mandurab is saying, although I do not
necessarily agree with all his contentions. He should start analysing the value of motherhood
by looking at the statistics. I acknowledge that statistics can be fudged, but does the member
know how much is contributed per annumn from housework alone? The housework done by
average mums in the community is valued at $95 billion a year. That equates to the cost of
employing somebody outside the family to do the housework. It is an enormous cost. More
than that financial aspect, it is about the caring for and nurturing of children. I understand
where the member for Mandurah is coming from, but I need to support the Government's
actions with regard to motherhood. I am saying $100 000 is not enough, more should be
spent and perhaps next year we shall do more.
Dr Turnbull: Why not reduce taxes on parents and families?
Mrs WATKINS: Perhaps the member for Collie should talk to her Senate representative in
the Federal Parliament about that because it has nothing to do with this State Government
Mr Nicholls: It has something to do with the Government because it has raised money from
taxes on people, and you are talking about raising it and spending it. Although I accept that
we need to recognise people, I do not accept that the $100 000 spent will help any of those
mothers deal with the impact of the recession and the hardships they face today.
Mrs WATKINS: I have listened to the comments of the member for Mandurab and I suggest
that he waits to hear the remainder of my comments.
I now turn to schools in my electorate. A couple of new schools are coming on-stream in my
electorate and they will do well because of the people involved in them at ground level.
They are not part of a parents and citizens' association because they cannot be, but they are
part of the communities which pushed very hard for the schools to be developed. Those
people are attempting to raise funds for the schools. It involves not just mothers but also
families, although in the main the mums are baking cakes and raising funds.
Dr Turnbull: Why are they not members of a P & C association - I thought anyone could
join?
Mrs WATKINS: Neither of these new schools have P & C associations as such because they
are not yet built. The communities are tryig to provide facilities for these schools when
they come on-stream. In the main it is mothers - because they have the ability but perhaps
that will change in time - who are bakting the cakes and raising the funds. They have done it
in a wonderful fashion. Last weekend in Joondalup a fete was held which ran for two days,
two hours each day, and the families involved with the community raised more than $700. 1
am sure they will raise even morn funds.
Most of the people in my electorate-have been very supportive of the proposal to provide full
time education for five year old children.
Mr Nicholls: What is the major reason?
Mrs WATKINS: There is a range of reasons. I was probably one of the first members of
Parliament to hold an information night at which the people in my electorate were invited to
give their views on non-compulsory full time education for five year old children. It was
held on a blustery, stormy night and approximately 80 people attended. I asked how many
supported non-compulsory education for five year olds, and the majority of those present
said they did and thought it was a very good thing. One member of the audience said she did
not work and asked how many mothers who supported the program did work. It was
interesting to note that only 10 of the 80 people present raised their hands. That was of
interest to the rest of the people.
In my area there is a very high proportion of migrant families from across the board. In the
main they come from England, Ireland or Scotland, but others come from Italy, Greece and
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Vietnam. They support the program, as do migrants frm the Eastern States. Six schools in
my electorate next year will provide full time education for five year old children but my
problem is that I do not have sufficient schools to cater for the demand for these places. It is
a huge problem.
Mr Nicholls: How many old schools do you have in your electorate? Is your electorate a
very rapidly growing area?
Mrs WATKINS: The oldest school is Wanneroo Primary School which was founded in
1954. It has since been divided into two schools, the Wanneroo Primary School and the
Wanneroo Junior Primary School. The other schools in my electorate are 10 years old or
younger. The member for Mandurab probably has a very different scenario in his electorate,
but the people in my area are very keen to have full time education for five year old children.
Mr Nicholls: Do you have a lot of temporary classrooms in your schools' Or are the new
schools coming on-stream as the population increases?
Mrs WATKINS: It is a bit of a mix, One school in my electorate, with which the member
for Kingsley is very familiar, is in an area char had not been planned particularly well with
regard to schools. It is probably the largest primary school in my electorate, and it has eight
transportable classrooms. It is almost a mirror image of what should be there as a school. It
is very difficult for people whose children attend that school. Regardless of that the same
people who will not have the privilege of full time education for their five year old children
next yenr support the concept.
My electorate has been fortunate because this Budget provides funds for two new primary
schools in the area. One of these schools will be built in the area around Quinns Rock - that
is, at Clarkson - and the other will be at Joondalup. The Joondalup school will have 16
permanent classrooms and the Clarkson school will have nine.
Mr Nicholls: Will they take up the overflow students from the temporary classrooms?
Mrs WATKINS: Yes, from the schools in these areas. Overburdening will always occur in
some areas where there are temporary classrooms. With the school I mentioned earlier there
is no resolution to the problem because theme is no room to build another school or to divide
the existing school into a junior and senior primary school. The new schools will help the
problem facing the existing schools. Both new schools will provide full time five year old
education for the children of parents who want it and, in the main, they do.
It is very difficult for a member representing an area which is constantly growing and I have
with me a huge printout from the Western Australian Electoral Commission which consists
of 88 pages of new enrolments for the last month. For many years my electorate has grown
like Topsy and I have always been confronted with the burden of requesting the Government
to provide additional schools and facilities for the area. The situation is that enough cannot
be done, but there is always a chance that something can be done to provide the opportunity
for people in the area to find a place for their children in a school which is convenient.
I will refer now to the question of how things are developing in the northern suburbs and I
will apologist to members if I appear to be a little overzealous. However, I encourage
members to consider what it is like to be pan of a developing city. I am referring, of course,
to the city of Joondalup. This new city in the metropolitan area is soon to have a railway
system, for which the Government has been criticised by many people. It will cost a great
deal of money, but ir is far better to create a railway than close it down. Over the past two or
three months I have had the good fortune to have been afforded the opportunity to take some
of my constituents and constituents from other electorates to see, first hand, what is
happening with the building of the railway. They have told me that it is exciting to be part of
the creation of this new city and to witness the commencement of the building of the railway.
They have said that they know the Government has been criticised for building the railway
and for taking them out to look at it. However, they have said they are proud of it, they are
proud to own it and it is part of them.
Mr C.J. Barnett: They do not own it.
Mrs Edwardes: They will never own it. It is leased and money has been borrowed for it.
Mr Wiese: Their kids will pay for it.
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Mrs WATKINS: They are critical of the negative views of the people who criticise the
railway.
Another issue which is important to me is job creation and I anm disappointed that the Federal
Government has not provided the funds to the City of Wanneroo for job creation projects.
Mr Lewis: It thought that you did not have a problem.
Mrs WATKINS: Can we cast politics aside for a minute and talk about the reality of this
situation?
Mrs Edwardes: It is a political decision because you have a Federal Liberal member in dhe
area.
Mrs WATKINS: flat is rubbish! The criterion the Federal Government used to provide
funds to the various electoral districts was, in my view and in the view of the member for
Whitford, based on the wrong premise. The reality is that there are approximately 9 000
people in Wanneroo who are unemployed and consideration must be given to creating
employment for them. Not only do we need to tell the Federal Government that one in 10
people -

Mrs Edwardes: I have, and it has still not responded to me.
Mrs WATKINS: It has not responded to me or to my husband either. One in 10 people who
are unemployed in Western Australia live in the City of Wanneroo and it is rude of the
Federal Government not to recognise that. It is incumbent upon all representatives of the
northern suburbs - Federal, State or local government - to contact the Federal Government
and advise it that it has done the wrong thing and should reconsider its criterion because we
have a huge problem in the northern suburbs and currently 7 000 out of 190 00 people are
leaving the City of Wanneroo each day to go to jobs elsewhere. The Federal Government
must be requested to provide funding for job creation in this area.
Mr Nicholls: When you talk about that magnitude of people, what are the sort of jobs being
created by the developments? When I went there a year ago there was talk about an
industrial site or a major commercial development shift and that does not appear to have
happened.
Mrs WATKINS: No, it has not. Along with a number of other members in this House I
opposed the industrial development to which the member is referring and which was to take
place north of Two Rocks.
Mr C.J. Barnett: What sort of jobs would you like to see in Wanneroo?
Mrs WATKINS: Within Wanneroo there are 3 500 small businesses.
Mr Nicholls: Are they mostly retail?
Mrs WATKINS: Not necessarily. One of the problems is that no-one knows how many
businesses there are in the area, what sort of businesses they are, how many people are
employed in them, what the aspirations of the small businesss are and where they can see
development occurring. I have put forward the view previously that we need to find out how
many businesses are in the area and how the community can assist them to create jobs. The
community must work together to create jobs.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: You need major investment in the area. What sort of investment do you
see?
Mrs WATKINS: I do not disagree with the member.
Mr C.I. Barnett: What is your vision for Wanneroo? You said you opposed the industrial
site, but what do you think should take its place. The member should tell me.
Mrs WATKINS: I will do that if the member gives me a chance.
Mr Lewis: The railway, which will return 80 in every dollar.
Mrs WATKINS: The member for Applecross is a positive person and I am pleased he is
present. The member for Cottesloc. is also a positive person.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: I want to know what you would do for Wanneroo. I have a good idea.
Mrs WATKINS: The member for Couesloe should look at what Wanneroo is.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: 1t has 12 per cent unemployment-

4643



Mrs WATKINS: It is not quite as high as that, but it is far too high. We need to do a couple
of things.
Several members interjected.
Mr Lewis: The frst thing we have to do is get rid of you as the member and get a Liberal
member elected.
Mrs WATKINS: The member is dead right - and I am not referring to the member for
Applecrass. One of the first things the area needs is investment. We should be looking at
shared work space because of the huge business community. People should look at what is
happening at Midland. Wanneroo also needs a technology park.
Mrs Edwardes interjected.
Mrs WATKINS: Is the member for Kingsley about to make a speech, or sit there and
interject?
Mrs Edwardes: I have already made one. I am listening with amazement!
Mrs WATKINS: If members opposite are not familiar with Wanneroo they should become
SO.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Will it be the high tech centre of the world?
Mrs WATKINS: No.
Mr C.. Barnett: What will be built there?
Mrs WATKINS: This is merely one of the facets.
Mr Lewis: The only facets you see are on your finger-
Mrs WATKINS: The member for Applecross is a smart person - he reminds mec of a joke!
We need to encourage local people to buy locally and to take part in the tendering process.
There are a whole range of small local businesses in the City of Wanneroo, yet the local
government authority refuses to use those people. One of the reasons the local government
does not use local businesses is the suggestion that they are not professional enough. How
do they become professional? Local government must be given some incentive to use those
local businesses. It is no good local government's going to a local business and saying, "We
have had a bad deal from you, so we think we will now go elsewhere." Local government
must tell those local businesses where they are going wrong and how they can be used.
Mr Lewis: Is this called the Wanneroo protectionist policy?
Mrs WATKINS: Maybe it is, but at the end of the day I anm one-eyed about the area where I
have lived for a long time. We need to create jobs in the area. I make no apology for being
one-eyed about the area.
The four key areas of business in Wanneroo are finance, property and business services;
constrction; community services; and agriculture.
Mr House: There is no agriculture in Wanneroo!
Mrs WATKINS: I can inform the deputy Leader of the National Party that Wanneroo is the
salad bawl of Western Australia producing $68 million worth of produce a year. It is the
eighth area in Western Australia in volume of production.
Dr Turnbull: The member should make sure that the urban sprawl does not take any more
good agricultural land from the area.
Mrs WATKINS: It will not, as long as I am the member, which 1 will be for a long time.
Mr Lewis: Has the member not seen the Metroplan?
Mrs WATKINS: Yes, including the current plan. Those agricultural regions will be
protected.
Mr Lewis: The member should look at the Government's Meiroplan, because she is
contradicting herself.
Mrs WATKINS: No. I have seen the latest Metroplan and while the member for Applecross
may lie to sit back and carp, at the end of the day the salad bowl of Western Australia will
be reserved.
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I turn to job creation schemes. In my view a whole range of things can be done to create jobs
in the region. The member for Applecross has accused me of being not parochial but -
Mr C.J. Barnett: He said, "protectionist".
Mrs WATKINS, I am, and make no apology for that.
Mr C.I. Barnett: Do you see a Wanncroo free trade zone with a protective zone around it?
Several members interjected.
Mrs WATKINS: We need to assist in creating jobs in the Wanneroo area. Does the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition know how many people live in the Wanneroo Shire?
Mr C.J. Barnett: About 170 000 or 180 000.
Mrs WATKINS: Nearly 190 000. As they live in dormitory suburbs the majority of these
people leave the area every day to go to their employmnt.
Mr C.J. Barnett: We are tryig to help you develop a policy for Wannerco. The only thing
you have come up with is an agriculture based industry, which is good enough, but nothing
else.
Mrs WATKINS: There is more to it than that.
Mr Lewis: You may have a train service by the next election.
Mrs WATKINS: When will the member for Applecross start to get real and positive? We
need to look at creating jobs in Wanneroo. Members opposite may accuse me of being
protectionist or parochial about the area -

Mr Nicholls: Where will the jobs come from?
Mrs WATKINS: The jobs will come from within the Wanneroo area. I turn to the 3 500
small businesses in the area. Nobody has a database showing where those businesses are,
what they are, or what they can create.
Mr Nicholls: Businesses establish only when there is a market or demand. The member is
saying she wants to go around and tag all the businesses so that she knows where they are.
How will she increase employment?
Mrs WATKINS: I do not want to do that, but I believe we should find out from those
businesses how they can expand.
Mr Lewis: What will that tell you?
Mrs WATKINS: What will that tell me? Is the member dumb or what?
Mr Lewis: I am asking you.
Mrs WATKINS: Thai will tell me what those businesses can create for Wanneroo and how
people in Wanneroo can buy locally.
Mr Lewis: Why do you want to know how many businesses there are - so you can boast
about it Or Write to them?
Mrs WATKINS: 1 will ignore the member for Applecross because he is quite simple.
Mr C.J. Barnett: All the member' has suggested is protective tariffs and a development
strategy.
Mrs WATKINS: That is the member's thought, not mine. I am suggesting a way in which
the unemployment problem in Wanneroo, can be resolved; that is, by creating jobs through
buying locally and providing incentives for existing businesses in the area - a window of
opportunity.
Mr C.J. Barnett. That is sheer nonsense!
Several members interjected.
Mrs WATKINS: Would the member for Kingsley like to be part of the task force that
creates jobs in Wanneroo, or be negative as she usually is.
Mrs Edwardes: The member is doing a wonderful job of putting a road through the middle
of small businesses east of Wanneroo Road.
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Mrs WATKINS: It would be nice for the member for Kingsley to be positive occasionally
rather than negative.
Mr Nicholls: Jobs will not come from a census. The member is saying she will create
employment, but where will the jobs come from?
Mrs WATKINS: Can the member take his glasses off for a while? if he takes them away
from his face he may be able to think laterally about what can be done to provide for the
future.
Mr Nicholls: You say the jobs axe there, but have given no basis for saying that.
Mr C.J. Barnett: All you have mentioned is a tariff wall and a census.
Several members inteijected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kobelke): Order! Will the member on her feet please address
the Chair.
Mrs WATKINS: Much criticism has been made of New Zealand. I will mention two areas
of New Zealand of interest; that is, Napier and Christchurch. In both of those areas a job
scheme called 'Go for Goals" was created. There was similar criticism to that which I am
receiving tonight, and similar negativity from people who questioned how jobs could be
created in this ecanomic environment. The reality is char jobs can be created. The first thing
to do is go to the community and say, "We have a problem with unemployment. How can
we resolve it? How can we become more positive about creating jobs? Share the problem
with us." That creates an incredible environment wherein jobs are created, people are
prepared to sacrifice certan things, and businesses are prepared to cooperate. At the end of
the day, a whole range of jobs is created. I will tell members a bit about Napier in New
Zealand.
Mr Wiese: I would rather hear about Wanneroo.
Mrs WATKINS: I am crying to suggest that a similar situation could occur in Wanneroo as
occurred in Christchurch and Napier.
A month ago, I attended a meeting where I put up the proposition that people take off their
blinkers and start to chink laterally about how we can create jobs, how we can encourage
people to buy locally, and how we can create windows of opportunity. I was faced with a
barrage of comments like, "You must be nuts. There is no way we can do it-' I suggested to
them that they look at what happened in Napier in New Zealand. Since the job creation
scheme was developed in Napier, in the past six to eight months the registered
unemployment rate has declined by 17 per cent. During March 1992, new vehicle
registrations increased by 20 per cent compared with a three per cent national increase.
Since December 1991, the number of notified employment vacancies processed by the New
Zealand Employment Service has increased sharply. I am trying to suggest that Wanneroo, is
an ideal incubator to create more jobs and to get people to take off their blinkers and think
laterally. There are other and more positive ways to create jobs. Rather than be negative
about what the Government is doing, people should think in a positive way.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Employment has actually fallen under your Government. That is what you
cannot accept. It has fallen by 2 500 since Dr Lawrence became Premier. That is a record of
absolute failure, and you talk about business incubators, protective tariff walls and free trade
agreements with Napier!
Mrs WATKINS: What are members opposite prepared to do? What can we do in our
communities to remedy the situation? At the last Scate election, members opposite were
crucified because they said, "Knock, knock, who is there?" Who was there but Barry
MacKinnon! Members opposite should keep on knocking and not be positive because the
more negative they are, the more positive we will become and the more jobs we will create.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: You have not created any. Carmen Lawrence is minus 2 500 jobs.
Mrs WATKINS: I suggest members opposite come with me on the next bus tour to the
northern suburbs railway and listen to the comments made by people not just from my
electorate but also from the member for Kingsley's electorate. She refused to accompany
them -

Mrs Edwardes: I will not be a party to the deception and the waste of money.
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Mrs WATKINS: Those people came from the member for Kingsley's electorate, and they
said they were very proud to own this railway.
Mr C.J. Barnett: They do not own it.
Mrs WATKINS: I would be happy to take members opposite on a bus tour so that they can
hear what the people of the northern suburbs are saying about the railway. They are baffled
about why there is unemployment and about why we have a recession, because they look
around and see the large number of people who are employed. I suggest that members
opposite do themselves a favour and stant to think positively about things rather than sit back
and be negative, because all I have heard from members opposite is knock, knock, knock and
negative, negative, negative. I suggest members opposite start to develop some positive
thinking.
Mr C.J. Barnett: We ae
Mrs WATKINS: Is that so?
Mr C.J. Barnett: Fightback! WA, Fightback! Federal.
Mrs WATKINS: Fightback junior! Can the Deputy Leader of the Opposition tell me why a
certain member of his party recently addressed a meeting of a jewellers' association and
stated that if those people were tenants in shopping centres they would not be affected by the
goods and services tax; they would not be charged the 15 per cent increase that the OST will
create?
Mr Pearce: The member for Kingsley is looking guilty.
Mvrs WATKINS: It was not the member for Kingsley. Can members opposite tell me
whether that is true? Will the OST affect people in shopping centres?
Mr C.J. Barnett: No. Businesses will not pay OST.
Mrs WATKINS: Businesses will not pay GST?
Mr C.J. Barnett: No.
Mrs WATKINS: So none of those tenants in those shopping centres will have to pay that 15
per cent increase?
Mr C.J. Barnett: No.
Mrs WATKINS: I suggest that members opposite take the truth very lightly.
I support the Budget, and I suggest that members opposite would do well to be more positive
about supporting it.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Nicholls.

House adjourned at 10.48 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

BUDGET - AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS
Public Sector Deficit and State Debt - Balanced Budge, Fiction

203. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:
(1) Does the Australian Bureau of Statistics record the Government's total public

sector budget deficit as being in excess of $600 million per year and Western
Australia's net State debt as being in excess of $8 billion and rising?

(2) How does the Treasurer continue to maintain the fiction of a balanced budget?
(3) When will the Treasurer let the people of Western Australia know the true and

appalling financial condition which currently exists in this State?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

In response to the member's question I refer him to examine in more detail
than he appears to have done the 1991-92 Budget Speech, Supplementary
Budget Information 1991-92 and the Analytical Information in Support of the
Treasurer's Annual Statements. In marked contrast to the position which
applied prior to a Labor Government takting office, these papers contain
detailed financial information on the Western Australian public sector so as to
encourage open and informed public debate on State Government finances.
Indeed, Western Australia was the first State to provide its financial data
using a Government finance statistics classification fully consistent with
Australian Bureau of Statistics classifications. The balanced budget concept
relates to the funding system which is currently the basis of appropriations
approved by Parliament. It applies to the Consolidated Revenue Fund and is
consistent with the concept adopted by successive Governments over many
years.
By way of elaboration, the Australian Bureau of Statistics has reported a
deficit for the Western Australian State public sector of $659 million -
preliminary - for 1990-91 and a gross indebtedness of $8 586 million at 30
June 1988, about two-thirds of which relates to our public trading enterprises
such as the State Energy Commission of Western Australia. Similar data has
been included by the State in its Budget papers and other reports to
Parliament. The State public sector resulting from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics approach embraces the Consolidated Revenue Fund, the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund and the trust fund and includes a number of
Government agencies which operate outside of the Treasurer's accounts. As I
have just indicated this Government has taken significant actions in recent
years to extend its reporting beyond the legislative requirements for the
separate reporting of the transactions on its funds.
A consolidated account, embracing Consolidated Revenue Fund and General
Loan and Capital Works Fund has been included in the Budget papers sin
recent years and has also been published for 1990-91 in the Treasurer's
Annual Statements. A State public sector approach - showing the general
Government and public trading enterprise sectors - has also been reported in
the Budget papers.
Preliminary tables of assets and liabilities have also been reported on a State
public sector basis in the Analytical Information in Support of the Treasurer's
Annual Statements. Clearly, the Government has gone to some effort to
report on each of the concepts which may be relevant, namely -

(i) the individual fund - CRF, GL and CWF, Trust Fund;
(ii) CRF and GL and CWF combined into a consolidated account;

and
(iii) the State public sector.
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It is disappointing that die question has been generated from Australian
Bureau of Statistics reports rather than the information earlier provided to
Parliament by the Government. I should also say that I reject the member's
reference to the State's appalling financial condition. My view is shared by
credit raring agencies. Western Australia has the second highest credit rating
available on its domestic borrowings.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - CARNEGIE
REVIEW

Government Budget
658. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) How much has the Government or the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia budgeted for the total cost of the review currently being conducted
by the group headed by Sir Roderick Carnegie?

(2) When is this review expected to be completed?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) $4 million.
(2) The study is expected to be completed in stages with the final report due early

in 1993.

RAILWAYS - PERTH-JOONDALUP
Brochure, $14 000 Total Cost

907. Mr COURT to the Premier:
(I) Would the Premier confirm that the $14 000 the Premier stated as the cost for

the Perth-Joondalup Railway brochure was the total costs of the brochure
including photography, artwork, design, printing and inclusion into the
newspapers?

(2) Could the Premier provide a break-up of these costs?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) The cost of some $14 000 for the production of the Joondalup railway

brochure did include these elements detailed in this question; for example,
photography, artwork, design, printing and inclusion into the newspapers.
The addition of agency costs for art direction, copywriting and layout would
add a further $2 855 to costs. As photographs are also being used in other
material photography costs are shared with those projects. This could also be
applied to other elements such as copywriting but total copywriting costs are
included.

(2) The cost breakdown is -
Production costs - including negative preparation
Printing
Insertion in newspapers

3 467
6 723
4 116

14 306
Art Direction, Copywriting, Layout 2 855
at a cost of less than 200 per household to all northern suburbs residents.

SOUTH WEST AREA TRANSIT (SWAT) - LETTER AND BROCHURE ON
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETINGS

Distribution by Member for Peel - Payment Responsibility
968. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) With respect to the South West Area Transit envelope and letter distributed by
the Labor member for Peel, who paid for the SWAT envelope and distribution
of the enclosed material?
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(2) Did the member for Peel or SWAT pay for the printing of the letter on the
community consultation meetings?

(3) Why was it necessary to print and distribute a follow-up to the original SWAT
letter arnd brochure?

(4) Why weren't the dates of community consultation meetings printed in the
original mail out?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The information distributed on behalf of the south west area transit steering

committee was paid for by Transperth.
(2) The letters distributed in the Peel electorate about the community consultation

meetings were paid for by Transperth on behalf of the south west area transit
steering committee.

(3) The first letter drew the attention of residents to the Kwinana and Yangebup
public meetings in their electorate. However, as the Peel electorate extends
many Iclometres both north and south of Kwinana, a second letter was
distributed within Peel to give residents the opportunity to attend the most
convenient of any of the three nearby meetings in Yangebup, Kwinana or
Rockirigham.

(4) Every letter included in the original mail out listed a community consultation
meeting date.

SCHOOL BUSES - ALBANY
Fee Proposal

985. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Is there a Ministry of Education decision to intoduce a charge for school bus

use in the Albany area?
(2) What are the reasons for this proposal?
(3) When will the proposed charge be introduced?
(4) At what level will the charge be set?
(5) How many students will be affected by the proposal?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The inistry of Education is proposing to extend public school bus
services in Albany in 1993 with the withdrawal of contract buses from
the urban residential area. A meeting of representatives from school
bus advisory committees was held in Albany on 31 July and a public
meeting was held on 8 September.

(2) The role of contract school buses is to service the rural and semi-rural
students and not those residing in residential built up areas of towns.
The proposed expansion of the current public school bus service in the
urban areas of Albany would provide more direct and effective
transport for many town students. It would eliminate problems with
overcrowding and complimentary passengers, and would provide
equity of service for all students in Albany along with those in other
major Western Australian towns such as Geraldton, Bunbury,
Mandurab and Karratha.

(3) First term 1993.
(4) The student concession fare is 500 per trip. However, primary

students from the Little Grove area would be carried free.
(5) Approximately 700.
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SCHOOL BUSES - ALBANY
Fee Proposal

1005. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Can the Minister confirnn a decision to introduce a charge for school bus use

in the Albany area?
(2) What are the measons for this proposal?
(3) When will the proposed charge be introduced?
(4) At what level will the charge be set?
(5) How many students will be affected by the proposal?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

I refer the member to the answer to parliamentary question 985.
ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - ESTABLISHMENT DATE

Membership
1035. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) When was the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee established?
(2) For what purpose was it established?
(3) Who are the members of the Committee?
(4) On what basis was the membership of the Committee established?
(5) Was consideration given to appointing a representative of the Canine

Association Inc. to the Committee?
(6) If not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The animal welfare advisory committee was established in April 1992.
(2) To advise the Minister for Local Government on mactens related to animal

welfare.
(3) Dr Alan Purcell - chairman - Superintendent of AnimalI

University of Western Australia;
Mr Ian Cowie - Department of Local Government;
Ms Karen Lang - Australian and New Zealand Federation of P
Inc;
Mr John Allent - Pettare Information & Advisory Service;
Mrs Susan Lewis - WA Animal Ethics Group;
Ms Ruby Benjamin - The Ruby Benjamin Animal
Sterilisation;
Ms S. Carryer - Humane Society of WA Inc;
Dr Don Harris - community representative;
Mr Ken Pech - WA Municipal Association;
Dr Paul Psaila-Savona - Department of Health
Mr Geoff Griffiths - Department of Agriculture;
Mr Eric Ball - RSPCA;
Dr Dianne Hopkins - Australian Veterinary Association;
Mr Allen Clarke - WA Farmers Federation;
Mr David Roberts - Pastoralists and Graziers Association; and
Ms Lyla Elliott - community representative.

Facilities at the

~nimal Societies

Foundation for

(4) There were almost 100 nominations for membership of the animal welfare
advisory committee. Many of these nominees had strong qualifications for
membership, which made the selection of a small, effective committee
extremely difficult. Committee members were chosen for their broad
perspective on animal issues. This meant the exclusion of groups who only
represented, or had an interest in, one specific type of animal.
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(5) Yes. An organisation like dhe Canine Association of WA, despite its immense
value to the community, is only concerned with a very small part of the total
range of issues to be addressed by the AWAC. Consequently it was felt that it
would be more appropriate to utilise CAWA on a subcommittee when specific
dog issues are addressed.

(6) Not applicable.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING - 'FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE'

DOCUMENT
Schools - Students with Disabilities, Programs of Study and Practical Training

Comnmitm ent
1038. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(I) Is there a commitment given in the Education and Training document entitled
Foundations for the Future that die Government will provide a series of
programs of study and practical training tailor-made for upper-school students
with disabilities, and a $270,000 development program which will provide a
range of study options for students in participating schools?

(2) (a) Will the funding for this program be an extra budget allocation to the
ministry, or will it come from the reallocation of funds to other
programs within the ministry;

(b) if so, which programs?
(3) (a) Will any of this funding be allocated to children with hearing

impairments;
(b) if so, in what programs and where?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) The funding for this program is additional and will not be at the

expense of other programs within the Ministry of Education.
(b) Not applicable.

(3) (a) Students with hearing impairments are provided for under the existing
support for post-compulsory programs in Government schools.

(b) Not applicable.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING - 'FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE'

DOCUMENT
Schools - Students Needing Special Assistance, "Stepping Out" Program Expansion

Commitment
1040. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Is there a commitment given in the Education and Training document entitled
'Foundations for the Future' that the Government will provide $950,000 to
expand the successful 'Stepping Out" program for children needing special
assistance to make a successful transition from prinary to secondary
schooling?

(2) (a) Will the $950,000 commitment be extra funding provided to the
Education Ministry for ths purpose, or will it come from funds
reallocated from other programs within the ministry;

(b) if so, what programs?
(3) When will the funding be made available to honour this commitiment?
(4) How much of the funding will be directed towards the early intervention in

primaryandl secondary schools to identify and assess students most in need of
support
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(5) Under this program, how much will be directed to early intervention in -
(a) primary schools;
(b) secondary schools?

(6) (a) Will any of this funding be allocated to the non-Government
education sector

(b) if so, how much?
(7) Will any of this funding be directed towards intervention in pre-primnary

programs, or programs for children prior to entering school?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply-
(1) Yes, die Government will provide $950 000 to expand the "Stepping

Out" program.
(2) (a) The $950 000 is additional funding and it will not be at the expense of

.other programs.
(b) Not applicable-

(3) Money will be allocated from the beginning of the 1993 school year.
(4) The funding will be directed in accordance with the guidelines already

established for this program.
(5) (a)-(b)

The funding is directed at clusters of schools; for example, high
schools and their contributory primary schools. T'herefore it is not
possible in advance to distinguish between the school types.

(6) (a) No.
(b) Not applicable.

(7) No.
SCHOOLS - MANDURAH

Additional Schools and Facilities Building Plans - Maintenance Work and Funding
Allocations

1057. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Are there any plans to build additional primary or secondary schools within

the Mandurah area this financial year?
(2) Are there any plans to build additional facilities at any of the current schools

within the Mandurab area this financial year?
(3) (a) What maintenance work has been carried out at each school in the

Mandurah area during the previous financial year;

(b) what items will be allocated funding this financial year?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
No.

(3) (a) The following maintenance and minor works were completed
during 1991-92 -

School Work Description S
Coodanup High School Mechanical maintenance 500

Sumps, gutters, ame maintenance 1100
Fault maintenance 10 400
Major breakdown maintenance 2 904
Subsidy for shed 5000
Minor minor works grant 2041
School improvement grant 1 500
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Dudley Park Primary Replace carpets 8000
School Curtains 1500

Mechanical maintenance 550
Sump, gutner, tree maintenance 1400
Fault maintenance 9362
Major breakdown maintenance 2 900
Minor minor works grant 2298
School improvement grant I1500

Falcon Primary School Mechanical maintenance 150
Fault maintenance 6490
Minor mi works grant 1654
School improvement grant 1500

Glencoc Primary School Carpst replacement 7000O
Mechanical maintenance 150
Sump, gutter, tree maintenance 500
Ezwrnavimternal Painting 20000
Fault maintenance 10082
Major breakdown 1 564
Extractor (an-music room 7000
Storage shed 2600
Storage 1000
Minor minor works grant 2113
School improvement grant 1 500

Greenfields Primary Fencing 675
School Minor minor works grant 1 993

School improvement grant 1500
Mechanical maintenance 150
Sump. gutters, tree maintenance 200
Fault maintenance 7 153

Mandurab Prinmary Paint windows 800
School Mechanical maintenance 150

Sump. guttes, uts 1 700
External/iternal painting 88 000
Minor minor works grant 2303
School improvement grant 1 500

Mandurah Senior Hligh Replace electrical stoves 6 000
School Reposition typing outlets 5 000

Alter site main sideboard 2000
Service gas appliances 3 000
Firebreaks 250
Sump, gutter, trees maintenance 3800
Repairing of central covered way 19 000
Fault maintenance 41 591
Major breakdown maintenance 38618
mnstal siren 4011
Walls in lieu of concertina 3870
Minor minor works grant 3665
School improvement grant 1 500

North Mandurab Maintain sideboards 500
Ptimazy School Fault maintenance 14350

Major breakdown maintenance 3505
Mechanical maintenance 150
Minor minor works grant 1537
School improvement grant 1 500

(3) (b) The following maintenance is scheduled during 1992-93 -

School
Coodanup High School
Dudley Park Primary
School

Work Description
Tree lopping
Bitumnen upgrade
Carpet replacement

350
6 000
4 000
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Electrical upgrade I1000
Tree lopping 1 000

Falcon Primary School Nil Nil
CGlencoe Primary School Carpet replacement 3500

Tree lopping 800
Electrical upgrade 1 000

Greenfields Primary Carpet replacement 1500
School Tree lopping 400
Mandurali Primary Carpet replacement 3000
school Tree lopping 1 000
Mandumsh Senior Carpet replacement 10200
H1igh School Electrical upgrade 2 000

Painting 2 000
Tree lopping 2000O

North Mandurah Pinting 24000
Primary School Carpe replacemnent 7 500

Tree lopping 2 000
NB: Information on faults, major breakdowns and minor works for 1992-93
is not yet available.

ASBESTOS - CANCER CURE RESEARCH
Government Assistance

1062. Mr COURT to the Minister for Productivity and Labor Relations:
(1) What research assistance has the Government provided for research for a cure

for asbestos cancer in the last three financial years?

(2) Is it the Government's intention to provide funding to enable ongoing
research into this area?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

(1) The areas funded by the State Government and associated agencies include -

(i) the five year program for the use of vitamin A in the prevention of
cancer in asbestos exposed persons, to the extent of approximately
$130 000 a year, 1989-90, 1990-91, 1991-92, with a further
commitment for the next two years. Over 2 000 people are
participating in the program;

(ii) two years' funding by the Government of $270 000 to initiate the
Interleutkin 2 and Interferon treatment trials conducted during 1988-89,
1989-90;

(iii) the State Government Insurance Commission has provided $500 000
for research on occupational diseases to the Sir Charles (Jairdner
Hospital. much of which has been applied to asbestos related cancer.

(2) Western Australia leads the country in asbestos diseases research, and the
State Government is the only Government in Australia to be making a priority
of supporting this research. The State Government will continue to support
vad research on prevention of asbestos related cancers, guided by evaluation
of project proposals by independent medical experts. While the State
Government is willing to continue providing support, it is important to
acknowledge that this is an Australia wide problem and cannot be addressed
by one State alone. To this end, the Government has approached the
Commonwealth Government to establish a national fund for research on
asbestos related cancer.

SWAN BREWERY SITE - ORIGINAL PURCHASE PRICE BY GOVERNMENT
Expendiasre, Itemised Costing

1076. Mr COURT to the Mnister for Heritage:

(1) What was the original purchase price of the old Swan Brewery site by the
Government?
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(2) What is the itemised costing of the money spent on the brewery site since chat
date?

Mr McCINTY replied:
(1) Original purchase price of the old Swan Brewery sire by the Government was

$5 million.
(2) Costs spent on the site to July 1992 are -

Purchase - September 1985 5.00
WADC payments - to April 1991 8.40
BMA payments - May 1991 - July 1992 0.42
Road realignment - by MRD 0.97

$14.79
STATE PRINT - STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION

Tenders for Typesetter and Associated Raster Image Processor - Work, Decreasing or
Increasing

1077. Mr COURT to the Minister for Services:
(1) Is the State Supply Commission requesting tenders for a typesetter and

associated Raster Image Processr (RIP) for State Print?
(2) If yes,whac is the expected cost of the systrem?
(3) Is work at State Print increasing or decreasing?
(4) If work is decreasing, is a new typesetter necessary?
Mr McGINTY replied:
(1) The State Supply Commission called tenders for a typesetting system in May

1992 for State Print.
(2) The system has been purchased at a cost of $93 900.
(3) Current work at State Print has stabilised as a result of general economic

restraints.
(4) Not applicable.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TOURISM COMMISSION.- REGIONAL OFFICES AND
AGENCIES

Locations; Functions; Staff - Managers Responsibility for Developing Regional Tourism
Policy

1082. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Where are the regional offices and agencies of the Western Australian

Tourism Commission?
(2) What are the specif ic functions of these offices/agencies?
(3) What WATC staff are based in or operare from country towns?
(4) How much responsibility do the WATC's regional tourism managers have for

developing regional tourism policy?
Mrs BEGGS replied:

Regional Offices
Kimberley Broome - one officer
Pilbara Karratha - one officer (position shortly to be

seconded to Pilbara Development Commission)
Gascoyne Carnarvon - vacant
Mid West Geraldton - one officer
South West Bunbury - two officers
Central South Narrogin - one officer
Great Southern Albany - one officer
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Goldfields Kalgoorlie - vacant
Midlands York - vacant
Perth Perth and Fremantle - two officers
Agencies
A list of all other Government funded tourist bureaus and information centres
will be forwarded to the member under separate cover.

(2) Regional Offices
To work with local government authorities and private sector tourism
operators, regional travel associations and tourist bureaus to develop tourism
in the regional areas.
Agencies
To provide an information and booking service to visitors.

(4) Regional managers actively input into regional tourism policy development.
INDUSTRIAL SITES - PROVISION OF INFRASTRUCTURE,

OUTSIDE METROPOLITAN AREA
Local Communities Involvement in Decisions, Government Formal and Informal

Procedures
1083. Mr COWAN to the Minister for State Development:

What are the formal and informal procedures followed by the Government for
involving local communities in decisions relating to the provision of
infrastructure for industrial areas outside the metropolitan area?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
Informal procedures include discussion between proponent agencies - State
Development, LandCorp, SECWA, WAWA, MRD, Westrail - with local
government representatives, landowners and concerned or affected
community members. Formal procedures include consultation with" the
community -

Through regional development advisory committees and boards of
development authorities - where such bodies exist.
Through community advisory committees established by Government
as required.
Through the formal consultation procedures under the Environmental
Protection Act.
Through the formal procedures under planning legislation.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMMSSION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
COMPLAINTS

Non-A boriginals Against Aboriginals
1087. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Justice:

(1) How many complaints have been lodged with the Equal Opportunity
Commission alleging racial discrimination, where the complainant was non-
Aboriginal and the person allegedly committing the discrimination was
Aboriginal?

(2) In how many of these cases was the complaint upheld, at least in part, and an
order made or some remedial action agreed to by the discriminator?

Mr DiL. SMITH replied:
(I) During 1991-92 the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity received no

complaints from non-Aboriginals against Aboriginals alleging racial
discrimination. During 1990-91 one complaint was received.

(2) Outcomes of complaints are confidential, unless determined by the Equal
Opportunity Tribunal. No martens on this issue have been determined by the
tribunal.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMM[ISSION - VOLUNTARY UNIONISM
Legal and Human Rig/us Recognition - Jurisdiction Over Complaints

1088. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Justice:
(1) Does the Equal Opportunity Commission recognise voluntary unionism as -

(a) a legal right of every individual;
(b) a human right prescribed under the United Nations charter of human

rights?
(2) If yes, what action is it taking to educate employees and employers about this

right?
(3) Does the Commission have jurisdiction to deal with complaints alleging

discrimination on the basis of a person's decision not to join a trade union?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The Equal Opportunity Act is concerned with the promotion of equality of

opportunity and the provision of remedies in respect of discrimination on the
grounds set out in the Act. It does not make membership or non-membership
of a union unlawful.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES - FEMALE STUDENTS BOARDING FACILITIS
Places Statis tics

10931 Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Which agricultural colleges have boarding facilities for female students?
(2) How many places are available at each of the colleges?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Morawa.
Harvey
Denmark
Narrogin
Cundenlin.

(2) Morawa five. The new hostel to open in 1993 will have 10 places.
Harvey 10
Denmark 13
Narrogin five
Cunderdin 20.

RAILWAYS - COORDINATION OF DIFFERENT INDUSTRY SECTORS
Responsible Indusofy or Westrail Groups

1094. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Transport:
Which industry/Westrail groups currently exist to co-ordinate the use of rail
by the various industry sectors?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The member's question is not understood. However in a deregulated
environment, Westrail maintains close contact with all of its clients and
achieves this in a variety of ways. Coordination across different modes of

=rasport is the responsibility of the Department of Transport and, again, this
is pursued through a variety of means.

HOUSING SUBDIVISIONS - PRONE TO FLOODING
1103- Mr COWAN to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Which housing subdivisions created since 1970 arm prone to flooding?
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(2) Which areas that are earmarked for housing subdivision in the future are
prone to flooding?

Mr D.L. SMrITH replied:

Without a good deal of research this question cannot be answered. I am not
personally aware of any but I am of course aware of problems at Furnisdale
near Mandurab. and at Armadale but Iamn not personally aware of when these
were subdivided, If any member knows of any particular areas I would be
happy to ascertain the dates of approval for subdivision from the Department
of Planning and Urban Development. I am also aware that in extreme
climatic conditions incidents of flooding have occurred and could possibly
occur in the future. The situation is monitored and the Water Authority is
applying more stringent design criteria to new subdivisions to consider the
effects of storms of one in 100 years avenage recurrence interval. The Water
Authority will also generally require comprehensive drainage strategies for
effective disposal of storm water, as in the case of South Jandakot and parts of
Armadale. In some areas which are susceptible to flooding, flood mitigation
measures have been introduced to avoid floods occurring or to minimise the
adverse effects of flooding.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - PROPERTY RATES AS A SOURCE OF REVENUE
Alternative Source Inquiry

1105. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Local Government
(1) Has the Government been investigating an alternative to property rates as a

source of direct revenue to local government?
(2) If yes, what alternatives have been investigated?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1 )-(2)

No alternative to property rates based on land valuations is being investigated.
However I do intend introducing a Bill during this session of the Parliament to
give councils greater flexibility to impose differential rates based on land use.

HAMERSLEY IRON PTY LTD - TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP DISPUTE
Stales, Mr, Legal Right to Membership Decision - Minister's Action

1116. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
What steps did the Minister take, during the recent dispute at Hamersley Iron,
to uphold the legal right of Mr Beakes to make his own decision about union
membership and be free from intimidation or discrimination for his decision?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
The issue of Mr Beakes' legal rights in the recent dispute at Hamersicy Iron
needs to be set in the context of the existing provisions of the Industrial
Relations Act which are not capable of having this type of dispute addressed
in a practical manner, and which deny the Western Australian Industria
Relations Commission the jurisdiction to deal effectively with matters
pertaining to union membership. The Government convened a meeting of the
parties, and was involved in extensive discussions with them aimed at
resolving the issue. The WAIRC was also involved in seeking a resolution to
the dispute from its early stages, and convened several conference to enable
die parties to discuss the issues that had contributed to the industrial action.
The Government monitored these proceedings.

MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES - PROSPECTING OR MINING LICENCES
Registrations against Land Title Proposal

1150. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Has consideration been given to have any prospecting or mining licences

which exist registered against the land tide so that prospective purchasers of
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land can establish when checking on any encumbrances against a particular
title that such a licence exists?

(2) If yes, will such action occur?
(3) If no, will the Minister give consideration to such a proposal?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Not for some time, but prospective purchasers can presently do searches at the

Department of Minerals and Energy.
(3) While methods for determination of registered mining interests in the

Department of Minerals and Energy are considered adequate, it is understood
that information systems in that department are currently being expanded to
record certificate of tidle references against mining interests.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - WILUNA SHIRE
Boundary Change Proposal

1155. Mr OMODE! to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) Will the Minister advise whether the Boundaries Commission has reported on

the proposal for the change of boundary for the Wiluna Shire?
(2) If yes, will the Minister give reasons for any change to the boundary of the

Wiluna Shire?
(3) (a) If the Government accedes to any change of boundary, will the

Minister give an assurance that the Shire of Wiluna is fully consulted
and compensated before any decision is made;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The commission plans to submit to the Minister its final report on the

boundaries of the Shire of Wiluna in mid-December 1992.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) (a) The Shire of Wiluna, and other neighbouring local governments,

together with relevant community groups, will be visited and fully
consulted in the course of the Boundaries Commission's inquiry.
With regard to compensation, the Local Government Act provides for
the distribution of assets and liabilities where there is an alteration to
local government boundaries.

(b) Not applicable.
INDUSTRIAL SITES - MARGARET RIVER TOWNSITE
Land Adninistralion Deparoneni of, No Provision Reason

1 158- Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Lands:
(1) (a) Will the Minister give a commitment to fast track the provision of

land suitable for industrial blocks in the Margaret River townsite;
(b) if not, why not?

(2) Will the Minister give reasons why the Department of Land Administration
has not made provision for land for industrial development near the Margaret
River rownsite?

(3) Has control of land for industrial lots in country areas been passed on to the
Western Australian Land Authority?

(4) If yes to (3), will the Minister advise the workings of the Western Australian
Land Authority and whether current delays can be attributed to this authority?

(5) (a) If delays exist for the provision of industrial blocks in country areas,
will the Minister give a commitment to resolving any shortcomings in
the provision of industrial blocks;
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(b) if not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) (a)-(b)

Action to develop and release further lots is well advanced. Quotes
for roads and drainage - shire - and water reticulation are awaited in
anticipation of Department of Planning and Urban Development
endorsement of the design.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) (a) Yes, but it must be recognised that where development costs greatly

exceed the selling price of land in country areas, neither DOLA nor
WALA can prudently develop land ahead of demand.

(b) Not applicable.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE - "STEPPING

OUT" PROGRAM
$950 000 Funding Derails

1172. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
As in the document Education arid Training Foundations for the Future it
states that the Government will provide $950 000 to expand the successful
"Stepping Out" program for children needing special assistance to make a
successful transition from primary to secondary schooling.-
(a) will the $950 000 be a part of the $6 million mentioned earlier in the

document;
(b) when will the money be made available;
(c) how will the money be spent;
(d) will non-Government schools receive funding for this purpose;
(e) if yes to (0), how much?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(a) No.
(b) The $950 000 will be made available from the beginning of the 1993

school year.
(c) The money will be expended on the provision of school support and

resources to participating schools and on professional development in
the literacy area for secondary and upper primary teachers in these
schools.

(d) Non-Government schools will not receive direct funding hut have
access to the training.

(e) Not applicable.
EDUCATION, MINISTRY OF - FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN SCHOOLS

Supply and Maintenance Standards
1174. Mr TLJBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Ministry of Education established standards for the supply and
maintenance of fire extinguishers in schools?

(2) (a) Do these standards comply with those applied by the Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare to all other workplace
environments in the State;'-
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(b,) if not, why not?
(3) Which section of the ministry's operations is responsible for -

(a) ensuring that fire extinguishers in schools are maintained in
accordance with these standards;

(b) rendering for the maintenance of fre extinguishers in schools;
(c) paying for the maintenance of fire extinguishers in schools?

Dr GALLO)P replied:

The Fire Brigades Board, in conjunction with the Building Management
Authority and the Ministry of Education, has established a fire code for
schools. This code is in accord with Australian building standards. Pant of
this code includes recommendations for provision of extinguishers in some
special areas.

(3) (a)-(c)
Schools are responsible for the maintenance of fire extinguishers and
funding is to be provided in the school gramt for maintenance far those
necessary under the school code. The tendering process is undertaken
by the State Supply Commission.

TRANSPERTH - WILDCATS AND BREAKERS BASKETBALL TEAMS
Superdrome Public Buss Services

1176. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) When the Wildcats as a Perth based basketball team were playing at the

Superdrome, did Transperrh schedule bus services for the public to attend at
that venue?

(2) Does the Western Australian based Breakers basketball1 team regularly play at
the Superdroine venue?

(3) Does Transperib provide a bus service for the public to attend on the
occasions the Breakers play at the Superdromne?

(4) If no to (3), why not if the answer to (1) is affirmative?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(]) NO.
(2) The Western Australian Institute of Sport women's national basketball league

team - Breakers - is based at the Superdrome and has played, or will play, the
majority of its home gamnes at the Superdmome this year.

(3) Only regular services are operated to the Superdiume, no special services are
provided.

(4) The number of patrons attending matches involving the Western Australian
Jnstitute of Sport Breakers at the Superdrome is insufficient to warrant the
provision of special services. Transpcrth has discussed this matter with a
representative of the team and advised that a commercial charter service could
be pmovided. However, this offer was declined.

TRANSPERTH - BUS ROUTE 2 18 CANNINGTON
Bus-Rail integration Opposition

1178. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Transport:
With respect to concerns expressed to Transperth regarding local opposition
to integrating bus route 218 with the rail service at Cannington -

(a) is it Transpenth's intention to conduct further market research into
commuter opinion before terminating the 218 bus service at
Cannington;
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(b) if so, will Transperth interview or take into account the opinion of the
550 petitioners who have registered their objection to the bus/rail
integration of this service?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Surveys will be arranged through a commercial market research fin.

Established research principles will be adhered to and Transperth will be
soliciting the opinions of a representative sample of passengers on all the bus
services that would be affected.

BEENUP MINERALS SANDS MINE - MINERAL DEPOSITS LTD.
CONSTRUCTION DELAY DECISION

Road Design Acquisition and Construction - Land Resumfption
1181. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister forTransporr:

(1) Regarding the Beenup Mineral Sands cartage route following its decision by
the company to delay construction of its mine by 12 months, is the Minister's
department still proceeding with road design acquisition and construction
Proposals?

(2) Will the Minister table plans showing route to be followed and properties to
be affected?

(3) What is the projected cost of the road in the following areas -

(a) mine site - Sue's Road to Russell Highway Junction;
(b) Ludlow deviation;
(c) Capel town deviation?

(4) What is the projected cost of land to be compulsorily resumed?
(5) How much land is expected to be resumed?
(6) How many landowners received written notice that they were to receive land

acquisition drawings showing the exact land requirement from their
properties?

(7) Further to (6) has the department acted on that 9 July 1992 letter?
(8) If so, with what response?
(9) Is it the Government's intention that all land acquisition will be funded by

Government, or in whole or part by Mineral Deposits Ltd?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes, I will table the plans when they are available.
(3) The estimated cost of the road including land acquisition, design and

administration charges are as follows -

(a) $23 million;
(b) $10.7 million;
(c) $7.3 million;

(4) Estimated cost of land acquisition if $1.8 million.
(5) Cape] bypass and Ludlow deviation involve approximately 181 hectares and

the haul route approximately 52 hectares. A total of approximately 233
hectares is involved.

(6) 11.
(7) All affected landowners have been contacted and advised that the project has

been deferred.
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(8) No formal responses were received.
(9) It is expected that Mineral Deposits Ltd will be contributing to the project.

BEENIJP MINERALS SANDS MINE - MINERAL DEPOSITS LTD,
CONSTRUCTION DELAY DECISION

Beenup Agreement Act, Introduction Intention
1182. Mr BLAIXIE to the inister for State Development:

(1) Following the decision by Mineral Deposits Ltd to delay for 12 months the
start up for its proposed Beenup mine, does the Government still intend to
introduce and have the Parliament agree with the Been up Agreement Act?

(2) Does the proposed agreement require financial commitments by the company
for -
(a) power,
(b) transport costs;
to what extent?

(3) Now that the State Energy Commission of Western Australia has announced
they will rnot be proceeding with powerline con struction because of the
company's decision, can the Minister advise whether the Main Roads
Department will adopt a similar policy?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes. However the timing of the introduction of the enabling Bill in

Parliament is subject to further discussion with Mineral Deposits Limited
following the results of additional market trials.

(2) (a) Under the terms of the proposed State agreement, MDL is expected to
pay the actual cost of constructing a 132 kV powerline to Beenup, or
$12.5 million - December 1990 dollars - whichever is the lesser
amount.

(b) MDL is also expected to pay $17.5 million - December 1990 dollars -
towards the cost of constructing a new heavy mineral transport route
from Beenup - via Sue's Road - to Capel, and will contribute to the
ongoing maintenance of the roads.

(3) 1 understand that both SECWA and Main Roads Department will be
continuing with preconstruction activities for the Beenup powerline and
transport route, respectively.

DARDANUP PINE SAWMILL AGREEMIENT ACT - IMPACT OF LOG HAULING
ON SHIRE ROADS

Alleviation of South West Shire Councils' Concerns
1183. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for State Development:

(1) (a) Has the Government alleviated concerns of south west shire councils
regarding the impact of log hauling on shire roads with the proposed
Dardanup Pine Sawmill Agreement Act;

(b) if so, would the Minister detail?
(2) If not, why not?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) (a) The Department of Stare Development in association with the Main

Roads Department has liaised closely with the South West Shire
Councils Association regarding the impact of log hauling on the shire
roads with respect to the proposed Dardanup pine sawmill expansion.
The south west shirr councils are aware and supportive of the
Government's proposed south west road strategy which will examine
road use in the south west over the next 10 years and will take into
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account not only developments in the pine timber industry but also
trends in the hardwood timber industry, mineral sands, agriculture,
tourism and local demands.

(b) Not applicable.
(2) Not applicable.
LAND - ROLEYSTONE, RAEBURN-HOLDEN-C{EVIN ROADS AREA

Rezoning Decision
1185. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Has the Minister made a decision on the rezoning of an area of Roleystone
which is bounded by Reeburn, Holden and Chevin Roads?

(2) If so, what is the decision?
(3) If not, when wil a decision be made given that this application has been in

progress for almost five years?
Mr D.L SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) That metropolitan scheme amendment 823/33A be modified to include the

land bounded by Ratburn, Holden, Chevin and Heath Roads, Roleystone in
the urban deferred zone rather than directly include the land in the urban zone.

(3) Before the land can be transferred to the urban zone drainage and radiation
issues must be satisfactorily resolved. A radiation survey of the area is
presently under way and will be completed by the end of October 1992. The
radiation survey is being funded by the State Planning Commission and
$25 000 has been included in the Budget for this project. The Water
Authority and City of Arrnadale are currently reviewing a consultant's
drainage strategy for the subject land.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS - NO DEREGISTRATION ASSURANCE
1188. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Can the Minister give an assurance that occupational therapists will not be
deregistered in Western Australia?

(2) If no, why not?
Mr WICLSON replied:

Commonwealth, State and territory heads of Government have decided that,
as part of the development of regulatory reform initiatives, a national
approach should be adopted to the regulation of occupations which are
currently subject to statutory regulation in only some States and territories.
Heads of Government have determined that registration of such partially
regulated occupations is to be removed unless statutory regulation is
considered essential -on public health and safety grounds. The Australian
Health Ministers Advisory Council working parry on mutual recognition has
proposed that statutory regulations of occupational therapists be discontinued.
Although I have indicated my support for the continued registration of
occupational therapists, the future regulation of occupational therapists will be
determined on a national basis in accordance with the heads of Government
agreement which will be subject to legislation yet to come before the Western
Australian Parliament.

SWAN BREWERY SITE - HERITAGE COUNCIL
Report by Cartie Clement - Public Release

1192. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Heritage:
(1) Will the Minister advise whether the report prepared for the Heritage Council

by Cathie Clement, which gives a summary of existing reports on the cultural
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heritage significance to the Aboriginal community of the Old Swan Brewery
precinct, is to be released to the public?

(2) If yes, when will the report be released?
(3) If not, why not?
Mr MCGWNTY replied:
(1) The report prepared by Cathie Clement is available to the public.
(2) Copies of the report are available by written request to the Heritage Council,

292 Hay Street, East Perth.
(3) Not applicable.

SENIORS IN4TERESTS OFFICE - SF0 WART, DIANNE
Midwest Contact, Geraldton; Office of Kim Chance; Employment Details

11 93. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Seniors:
(1) With respect to kit information distributed by the Office of the Seniors, is the

Seniors Office contact for the Midwest listed as Dianne Spowant 099 21 2856
P0 Box 1280 Geraldton 6530?

(2) Is this the office of Hon Kim Chance tALC?
(3) Why has an electorate office been nominated as a Seniors Office contact?
(4) Was Dianne Spowant a failed Labor candidate for Geraldton?
(5) (a) When did she commence employment at that office;

(b) in what capacity;
(c) at what salary?

(6) What is her tenure of employment?
Dr WATSON replied:
(1) Dianne Spowart is not listed in the Seniors' Week Information Kit as a

contact for the Office of Seniors' Interests, but as the regional contact for the
senior of the year award, a community event sponsored by the Lord Forrest
Hotel, Bunbwry and the Golden West Network.

(2)-(6)
Not applicable.

SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY BENEFITS ACT - AMENDMENTS
1194. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister Assisting the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Government given consideration to amending the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Act 1938 as referred to in question on notice 1570 of 199 1?

(2) If so, when will the Act be amended?
(3) if the Act is not to be amended, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes, and the Government has agreed in principle to amend the relevant

legislation to provide the Government Employees Superannuation Board with
discretion to pay pensions to bona fide widows in cases where a pensioner
remarries after retirement and subsequently dies, leaving a widow under the
age of 55 years.

With a major review to the legislation needed to accommodate several
matters, including the Commonwealth Government's superannuation
initiatives, and a heavy legislative program for 1992, it is not expected that the
amendments will be introduced before 1993.
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"ACCOUNTABILITY AND RESPONSIBILITY" DISCUSSION PAPER -
SUBMISSIONS

Lodgment Date and Location - Final Policy Documnent Release Date
1196. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:

(1) When do submissions on the Government's discussion paper "Accountability
and Responsibility" have to be lodged by?

(2) Where should this submission be lodged?
(3) When will the final policy document be released by the Government on this

matter?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) As clearly set out on the inside cover of the discussion paper "Accountability

and Responsibility", submissions should be lodged by 18 September 1992.
However, reasonable latitude is allowed and submissions arriving close to this
date will also be considered.

(2) As clearly set out on the inside cover of the discussion paper "Accountability
and Responsibility", comments should be forwarded to -
Manager, Microeconomic Reform Branch
Department of the Cabinet
15th Floor, 197 St George's Terrace
Perth
[Fax: (09)222 95091

(3) The Government's final policy position in this area will rely not only on
submissions received in response to the discussion paper but also on t
reports of the Royal Commission. As a result the Government's final policy
position should be available before the end of 1992.

GROUND WATER - BUNBURY-AUGUSTA
Minister's Awareness

1200- Mr McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:
When did the Minister firs: become aware of the full extent of the
underground water resources between Bunbury and Augusta?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
Information contained in the WAWRC report "Water for the 21st Century"
released in 1988.

SCHOOLS - MT BARKER PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area Funding

1203. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Mt Barker Primary school be receiving funding for the provision of a

covered assembly and play area in the 1992-93 State Budget?
(2) If yes -

(a) what is the total cost of the project;
(b) how much funding has been allocated for this financial year?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) The estimated cost of a covered assembly area is $170 000.

(b) Construction will commence during this financial year. The
proportion of expenditure undertaken in this financial year compared
to the amount carried forward into 1993-94 as 'Works in Progress' is
an operational matter yet to be determined.
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NOISE CONTROL -INDUSTRIES AND OPERATIONS
Monitoring

1239. Mr WIESE to the Mnister for the Environment:
(1) Are monitoring conditions applied to industries/operations for which noise

levels are set?
(2) Is this monitoring carried out as required?
(3) If so, by whom?
(4) If not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Normally yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Usually by the induscry with auditing by EPA.
(4) Not applicable.

NOISE CONTROL - INDUSTRIES AND OPERATIONS
Monitoring

1240. Mr WIESE to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Which industries/operations have had their noise levels monitored over the

last five years?
(2) How many of those industries/operations monitored exceeded allowable noise

levels?
(3) What action was taken to ensure that the offending industries/operations

complied with their approved noise levels?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1)-(3)

I am not prepared to have the EPA devote the considerable resources
necessary to extract the information sought by the member. If he has
concerns about a specific situation I will obtain that information for him.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECMiON AUTHORITY - NOISE CONTROL
Excessive Levels Compl aints

1242. Mr WIESE to the inister for the Environment:
(1) How many complaints of excessive noise have been lodged or brought to the

attention of the Environmental Protection Authority in each of the last five
years?

(2) Against which industries/operations were the complaints lodged?
(3) Were all those complaints investigated?
(4) What action resulted from those investigations?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(l)-(4)

See answer 1240.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - NOISE CONTROL

Noise Inspectors Employment - Monitoring Equipment
1243. Mr WIESE to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Environmental Protection Authority employed any staff as noise
inspectors (or similar title) over the last five years?

(2) Have these officers used noise monitoring equipment in each of those years?
(3) Has that equipment been operational over that period of time?
(4) Has the EPA carried out any noise monitoring during 1991 or 1992?
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(5) If so -
(a) where;
(b) over what period of time;
(c) under what conditions?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The EPA does not employ officers specifically as noise inspectors. Noise

measurement is a part of the duties of several officers employed over the last
five years.

(2)-(4)
Yes.

(5) At many locations over various periods of time and under various conditions -
see answer 1240.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - NOISE CONTROL
Stack Emission Monitoring on Industries - Environmental Risk

1245. Mr WIESE to the Minister for the Environment:
Does the Environmental Protection Authority believe stack emissions
constitute an environmental risk or hazard or treat to the environment or
individual persons in Western Australia?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The EPA places controls on stack emissions to ensure they do not pose a
threat to people or the environment.

BUILDERS REGISTRATION ACT - .JURISDICTION EXTENSION PROPOSAL
Shires of Plantagenet, Denmark, Albany, Tambellup, Town of Albany

1272. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
(1) Further to question on notice 649 of 1992, does the Minister intend to proceed

with the inclusion of the Shires of Plantagenet, Denmark, Albany and
Tambellup and the Town of Albany within the jurisdiction of the Builder's
Registration Act 1939 before the end of this year?

(2) If yes, will any other local governments be included?
(3) Will the jurisdiction be extended by way of -

(a) a Bill introduced into Parliament to amend the principal Act;
(b) the tabling of a regulation?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Local governments in the south west land division will be included.
(3) The jurisdiction will be extended by the tabling of a regulation.

QUESTIONS WITHOUJT NOTICE

UNIVERSITIES - LAND ENDOWMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
316. Mr COURT to t Premier:

(1) Is the timing of the announcement of the granting of endowment lands to this
State's universities related to the pending tabling in this House of the report
on the land dealings relating to the University of Notre Damne Australia?

(2) If yes, has the Premier been directly involved in the negotiations.
(3) When did the Government first inform the universities involved of this deal?
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Dr LAWRENCE replied:

As members will be aware, the Government gave a commitment some tine
ago - I think 18 months to two years ago - to the universities that we would be
examining ways of providing them with an endowment similar to that
provided to the University of Notr Dame Australia. Members of this House
will know well of the controversy and irs referral to the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee. That has been a matter of public knowledge
and I expect that the committee will report in its own time, I think all of us
understand that that is likely to be in this parliamentary session; indeed, I

-understand it will be within the next couple of weeks. So yes, we are aware
that the committee will report, but this really has nothing to do with that;
because what we have proposed now is an arrangement that gives flesh to the
commitment we made. I might say that it is a very good arrangement, too.

Mr Court: Was there no connection with the timing?
Dr LAWRENCE: No, nor at all. The Minister for Education and the Deputy Premier

have both been working on this issue, in separate ways: The Deputy Premier
in negotiations with the University of Notre Dame Australia to ensure that it
was willing to give up its proposed endowment at Ailcimos, which it has
willingly done, and in discussions with the universities themselves. They
knew about the principle and have been informed of our proposals, and all
five of them will now be involved, as they properly should, in exactly how the
trust will work to their benefit. We are talking here about a very significant
endowment to the universities of Western Australia. In fact, there is an
estimated $50 million in development profits over a decade, and I am quite
sure the universities will welcome that, especially the fact that it is basically
within their control. Of course, an endowment Act will be brought to the
Parliament in due course and members will have an opportunity to discuss the
derails of that within the parliamentary confines.

Mr Cowan: It is a buy our!
Dr LAWRENCE: Nor at all. Itris a longstanding commitment, both to the University

of Notre Damne Australia, which I understood most members opposite
supported, and to the universities themselves. We have had a debate in this
House today about employment, and quite properly. One of the things that
the Government is doing is clearly to provide the universities with the
wherewithal, which sadly has not been as forthcoming as it might from
Federal sources, to accelerate their capacity to provide research and
development, scholarships to students in need of them, the establishment of
professorial positions, and things of that kind. I would have thought an
injection of $50 million into the universities of Western Australia would be
welcomed.

Mr Court: Over what period?
Dr LAWRENCE: I think over 10 years, but there will be an immediate revenue

stream scarring next year. That means it is not some into-the-future, on-the-
never-never proposal. It gives the universities access to funds at the same
rime as the housing development will proceed. The State Government will
obviously set the parameters, or the Parliament will, through a Bill to provide
the framework. As a former lecture at the University of Western Australia,
Murdoch University, the Curtin University of Technology, and from time to
rime even the Edith Cowan University, I know that those institutions will
welcome this and will make good use of these funds. This arrangement will
be to the benefit of students and industry in Western Australia and the
research community generally, and I hope members opposite will welcome it
as a reasonable compromise between our intention to support the University
of Notre Dame Australia and our expressed intention to suppont the other,
publicly funded universities.
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I am sure char, whatever the timing of this announcement, members opposite
would have been critical of it. Had it been made after the report, it would
have been seen as a response to the report. As it is in advance of the report, it
will somehow be seen to be in anticipation of the report. The Public Accounts
and Expenditure Review Committee has its own time frame and makes its
own deliberations and, quite properly, will report to the Parliament in its own
time frame. Thai is not something in which the Government seeks to
interfere, nor has it.

DEVELOPMENT AN]) INVESTMENT A1TRACTTION - SATISFACTORY
COMMITMENT FROM ALL POLITCAL SECTIONS

317. Mr KOBELKE to the Premier:
Given the widely recognised need to foster greater business confidence in
order to create employment, is die Premier satisfied with the level of
commitment to development and investment attraction from all sections of our
political system?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Again, today in the Parliament we saw anything but a bipartisan approach to
development and investment attraction. Indeed, since I have been Premier I
have seen anything but a bipartisan approach. To some extent I must exempt
the National Party because I think its members have in their hearts the
wellbeing of the people of Western Australia. With qualification, perhaps, I
throw them that bouquet; but I must say that members of the Liberal Party
have not shown themselves in any way to be supportive of moves for
development across the State generally. I mentioned today in debate how the
Port Kennedy development, for instance, has gone into one of the black holes
that exist in the parliamentary committees of the upper House, thwarted by
Liberal members. It is an enormous pity that political conflict over proposals
such as that, and basically what is simply churlish opposition, would lead to
the delay or difficulties in those projects. It seems that some members of the
Opposition simply cannot help themselves when it comes to opposing
projects, and I have noticed some very peculiar contradictions from the
member for- Warren in his attitude toward downstream processing of our
agricultural produce in his own electorate. However, I notice, and I should
again give credit for this, that in a letter to the Collie Mail on 20 August the
Leader of the National Party at least is prepared to commit not only himself
but apparently, on behalf of the Liberal Party, the Liberal Party as well, to
supporting the coal fired power station.

Several members interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: It is quite obvious to me that on many issues it is the National

Party which takes the lead. When it cane to the guaranteed minimum price
for wheat -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If there were fewer inherjections we would reach the

conclusion of this answer and proceed to the next question. The more
interjections we have, the longer the answer will take.

Dr LAWRENCE: The point I want to make is that the National Party does at least try
to look ahead. In the case of the guaranteed minimum price for wheat
National Party members supported the farmers of Western Australia. The
Liberals were very uncertain about it and the now Deputy Leader of the
Liberal Party was very strongly opposed to that guarantee, in my view quite
mistakenly. I am pleased that the results in that year did nor require it to be
exercised; but confidence then was given to growers, crops were planted, and
a price realised that enabled those growers to start to get their heads above
water.
The Leader of the National Party has been prepared to commit, finally, the
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Liberal Party to the power station in unequivocal terms, and I commend the
Leader of the National Party for his support of that project, and the Port
Kennedy project and others, where the Liberal Party has been quite incapable
of supporting the project on its own behalf.

Government members: Hear, hear!
AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF - KIM BERLEY REGION

Regional Operations Budget Allocation, 1S% Reason
318. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:

Given that the Kimberley region produces approximately 1.5 per cent of the
total value of Western Australia's gross agricultural production, can the
Minister explain why the Kimberley will receive 15 per cent of the
Department of Agriculture's 1992-93 regional operations budget when the
central area, which produced 28 per cent of the value of the State's
agricultural production, will receive only 18 per cent?

Mr Lewis: I thought the Minister had a good majority up there!
Mr BRIDGE replied:

A good majority is one that is better than it was the year before; 97 per cent
does not ring as sweet as 99.9 per cent, so that is probably the answer!
The answer to the question is no, but I am not sure what the deputy leader of
the National Party is saying.

Mr C.J. Barnett: He is saying you axe pork-barrelling!
Mr BRIDGE: I would have thought there was no way anyone could ever accuse me

of pork barrelling.
Mr House: I am not accusing you, I am just pointing it out.
Mr BRIDGE: It is probably the department saying - in its calculation of whether

funds should be distributed, and getting me to support it - that the area to
which the deputy leader of the National Party referred was perhaps in need of
more assistance than it was getting, whereas it is doing all right. I do not
know whether the member is aware of that, but it may be the case
As the local member, the Kimberley seems to be up in front and going well.
However, it may be in need of more assistance - I think it is. The Kimberley
is geographically remote and quite different from a place like Geraldton - I
see the member for Geraldton nodding in agreement with me - and is worthy
of special attention. It will not be long before the Kimberley assumes the
mantle of the premium region of Western Australia. Therefore, a little bit of
favouritism at this stage will be a very good investment in this State's long
term development! Furthermore, it is in the national interest to have a little
favouritism in funding for the Kimberley.
STATE ELECTION - COURT OF DISPUTED RETURNS

Petition Results
319. Mr PJ. SMITH to the Premier:

Can the Premier tell the House the results of petitions to the Court of Disputed
Returns after the last State general) election?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Members will be well aware - as indicated through various unflattering
comments thrown across this Chamber from time to time - that the Liberal
Party went to the Court of Disputed Returns to challenge not one or two, but
six Labor members following the 1989 State election. I am pleased to say that
these challenges were laid to rest today, and this clearly shows that the claims
were nothing more than crude political stunts. The court today struck out the
petitions and awarded costs to the Australian Labor Parry. I am delighted
about that outcome.
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Several members interjected.
Mr Pearce: The Opposition struck a snag!
Dr LAWRENCE: The attempt to use the "sausage sizzle', to which the L-eader of the

House referred, to denigrate the members for Wanneroo and Whitford was a
contemptible Stunt. People would expect from the Liberal Party, and its
leader -

Mr Court: It was a disgrace that action was not taken in that matter,
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I call the Leader of the Opposition to order.
Dr LAWRENCE: The challenge was thrown out and costs were awarded against the

Liberal Party in favour of the ALP. Nothing more needs to be said on this
issue. I hope that the Leader of the Opposition, or at least the leader of the
Liberal lay parry, would apologise, but I do not expect that they will.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD - 6PR
Racing Coverage Increase Direction

320. Mr COURT to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:
(1) Is she aware that the Totalisator Agency Board has directed Radio Station

6PR to increase its racing coverage from approximately 17 000 races in 1991-
92 to almost 20 000 in 1992-93, and that this will seriously curtail the
talkback and public access content of the station's programming schedule?

(2) If yes, has the Minister discussed the matter with the management of the TAB
and does she support the increased race coverage?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(2)

Yes, I support increased racing coverage on 6PR, and I would have thought
the Leader of the Opposition would too. That radio station is owned by the
TAB, and was purchased for the purpose of broadcasting races to ensure the
long term. viability of the racing industry. At the time it was purchased, the
station was at risk of being taken over by a broadcasting company which
would have cut out the race broadcasts altogether. I cannot work out what the
Leader of the Opposition is trying to do.
Ir is interesting because this matter was brought to my attention yesterday. I
was told that on Friday afternoon Mr Maum ill made some comments to
Independent members; these were the member for Floreat and Hon Reg
Davies from another place. They spoke on his program and he decided to
continue that forum with those members on Friday afternoons. The TAB
suddenly decided to increase the race broadcasts and he said himself - I have a
copy of the transcript here - that perhaps he was a prisoner of his own
paranoia. [ suggest that the Leader of the Opposition is a prisoner of his own
paranoia too.

Several members interjected.
Mrs BEGGS: I asked the TAB what this matter was about, as the member for Floreat

indicated that she would ask me a question on the matter in Parliament. The
TAB wanted to increase the number of race broadcasts on Friday afternoons
because it was good for turnover. Any commercial operation which owns a
radio station would make such a decision. What is wrong with that? The
Leader of the Opposition's suggestion is strange: He suggests that I said to
the TAB, "I want you to broadcast races at this time on these meetings
because it will interfere with the talkback radio." What a load of nonsense! I
understand that the TAB undertook a comparison between the daytime
turnover last Friday and the previous Friday. Three more races were
broadcast last Friday and the TAB turnover increased by 2.5 per cent; the
racing industry would applaud that!
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UNIVERSITIES - LAND ENDOWMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
Proceeds for Marine Science Centre, North West Establishmnent

321. Mr LEAHY to the Minister for State Development:
Against the backdrop of today's announcement by the Scare Government of a
major land endowment for Western Australia's five universities, will he have
the opportunity to encourage these universities to use the proceeds from this
endowment to establish a university campus in the north west in association
with plans for a centre for marine and tropical studies in Exmouth?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I applaud the member for Northern Rivers for his endeavours on behalf of his
constituents in Exmouth. A couple of interesting opportunities have arisen:
Firstly, it is possible that the universities, led by Curtin University, will
establish a base for marine science studies at Exmouth. This venture will
probably use resources at the Exmouth Communications Base which are no
longer required by the Australian Navy. I have spoken to the Federal Minister
for Defence, Senator Robert Ray, on this issue, and I received a written reply
indicating that he supports this approach. Also, as the member would be
aware, 78 per cent of the net proceeds of the sale of the housing in Exmouth
will go into a trust for Exmoutb. I hope some of that money will be used to
support Curtin University, and the other universities, in endeavours to
establish a marine science centre in the area.
Secondly, the Australian Institute of Marine Science is looking at establishing
a base in Western Australia. The Federal Government has allocated
$4 million or $5 million in its Budget for the establishment of such a base. its
location is a choice between the Karratha and Dampier area and Exmouth, and
this will be a matter for the institute to decide.
However, it is important that the member is aware that the Federal Opposition
has indicated that it would rather do away with the Australian Institute of
Marine Science, and for the James Cook University at Town sville to
undertake that marine research. If that were to occur, the chance of a branch
of the institute being established in Western Australia - be it Exmnouch or
Damnpier - would be zero. The people of Exmouth must be made well aware
of this fact, as indeed the member for Ashburton must inform his electorate of
the Federal Liberal and National coalition policy in this regard. That policy
would ensure that a branch of the Australian Institute of Marine Science
would have no chance of being established in Western Australia. Perhaps the
member for Northern Rivers' reference to endowment is in the sense of the
houses being sold quickly and at a good profit for Exmouth!

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD - RATION STATIO1N 6PR
Sale Negotiations, General Manager's Actions

322. Mr SHAVE to the Minister for Racing and Gaining:
(1) Is the Minister aware of media reports that the General Manager of the

Totalisator Agency Board has been actively involved in trying to sell Radio
6PR without discussing his actions with all TAB board members?

(2) If yes, and if the Milnister is aware that the general manager is negotiating the
sale of 6PR, does the Minister support the general manager's actions to date?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1)-(2)

I do not know whether the genera] manager is actively trying to sell 6PR. My
understanding is that he has been approached by people wanting to purchase
the station; in which case, I am sure he would listen to their offer.

Mr Shave: That is not what people are saying.
Mrs BEGGS: I do not care what people are saying. What is more, I do not see that it

is a crime for the general manager to be looking to maximise -
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Mr Shave: Without discussing it with all his board members?
Mrs BEGGS: I am sume the General Manager of the TAB would not consider selling

an asset, nor would hec be able to. unless he had approval of the TAB board.
Mr Shave: You should talk to the board members.
Mrs BEGGS: A general manager who considers any commercial opportunity for his

organisation is compelled to examine any offers and present a fully
documented submission to the board. I am sure Mr Hill, the General Manager
of the TAB, will do that. [ support him and the industry supports him; he has
done a very good job.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF - WISE GUYS
Consumer Complaints, Informa don Prevention Action

323. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
(1) Has a group of motor vehicle dealers attempted to prevent the Minister's

providing the Parliament with information about the companies' records of
consumer complaints?

(2) If yes, under what circumstances did that occur?
(3) What action is being taken to remedy the situation and ensure that consumers'

rights are upheld?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:

(1 )-(3)
Members will be familiar with The Fine Print, a quarterly publication of the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, It was developed to augment the old annual
report and to provide opportunities for consumers to be warned about dubious
practices by dealers in various industries.
Unfortunately I can confirm that Corramar Nominees Pry Ltd, Rail Holdings
Pty Ltd and Perry Holdings Pry Ltd, trading as Wise Guys have threatened to
bring injunction proceedings against an officer of the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, and me to prevent the tabling and publication of the latest issue of
The Fine Print because it contains information about the consistently high
level of consumer complaints against Wise Guys. These include a high
proportion of disputes over warranty repairs. Between I January 1991 and
5 August 1992, the ministry received 63 complaints about the trading
practices of Wise Guys. Although not all were justified, they showed a
continuing pattern of consumers being unable to obtain a satisfactory
resolution of problems, without ministry assistance. Of particular concern to
me was the fact that a majority of the complaints - 38 - related to warranty
work. Consumers reported experiencing excessive delays by Wise Guys in
honouring obligations to carry out repairs under warranty, under section 34 of
the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act. In many cases they suffered considerable
inconvenience by their having to return their cars several times before the
problems were finally resolved.
In November 1991 the Ministry of Consumer Affairs met with directors of the
three companies and advised them of its concerns. They maintained that
administrative changes had been made to deal with warranty problems. The
ministry advised the companies at that meeting that it would consider naming
the companies in The Fine Primt if complaints did not decrease. A further
meeting was held in April this year alter reviews showed a continuing high
incidence of complaints. That continued until September when a further
meeting was held with the dealers. Wise Guys have been advised that the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs will continue to monitor the situation closely
and will consider objecting to the companies' licences as motor vehicle
dealers if the problems continue.
I am concerned at any attempt to take out an injunction to prevent publication
of this information. The Fine Print provides good and useful advice for
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consumers; it has been welcomed by most consumer organisations in this
State. We have even had inquiries from other States about the information
provided in it. I am disappointed that these companies, instead of directing
their energy to resolving the warranty problems, have sought to take out an
injunction to prevent the publication of this information.

UNIVERSITIS - LAND ENDOWMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
Part of Romeswesr-Smith Corporarion-R & I Bank Land Arrangement

324. Mr AINSWORTH to the Premier:
Is the endowment land for five Western Australian universities, about which
an announcement was made today, part of the same parcel of land which was
subject to a purchasing arrangement with Homeswest and the Smith
Corporation involving the R & I Bank Ltd?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
I do not have details of that at my fingertips, but I see the inister responsible
for Homeswest shaking his head which suggests it is not. However, I will get
precise information on that for the member.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD - RACING TAX
Insufficient Cuts Report - Interstate Comparison

325. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Minister seen a report in today's Southern Gazette claiming that the

recent racing tax cuts announced in the Budget were insufficient?
(2) How does the current tax arrangement on the Western Australian racing

industry compare with those in other States?
Mrs BEGIGS replied:
(1) I have seen the article which was brought to my attention by my colleague,

the Minister for Community Development, who is also the member for
Belmont. It is interesting that the article attributes the comments to a Belmont
horse trainer, Don Randall, who is also an endorsed Liberal candidate for
Belmont. I can understand why the Liberal candidate for Belmont would be
unhappy with the package. It would have suited his political endeavours if the
Government had not changed the tax structure. Since the Budget was brought
down, the racing codes have shown overwhelming support for the tax
package. It is the lowest tax structure seen by the industry since the
introduction of the TAB.

(2) The total distribution to Government from the TAB's turnover will be five per
cent. That compares with 6.3 per cent in Victoria, 7.1 per cent in Queensland,
5.1 per cent in South Australia and 4.4 per cent in Tasmania. In New South
Wales. the Liberal Government take was 7.2 per cent or about $110 million.
That has increased as the Liberal Party in that State has now delved into the
racing industry development fund for approximately $23 million. In addition,
on course totalisator and bookmakers' tax in Western Australia will be
rebated to the racing clubs. That will inject at least $9 million a year into the
codes.

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.
Mrs BEGGS: I am making sure 1 have the figures right. The other part of the

package which the Liberal candidate for Belmont failed to mention and which
has been particularly welcomed, is support for the Sires Stakes race for the
harness industry and $50 000 a year for the Lark Hill training complex. I
have attended two industry events over the weekend and observed that the
package was welcomed warmly by all sections of the industry.
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